Rocking  the  music  biz: 

Tom  Robinson  is  hot,  gay  — 
and  making  it  Big  p  16 


Zapping  the  New  Czars: 

dissident  Angelo  Pezanna 
braves  the  KGB  in  Moscow 
—  and  gets  the  boot  p  25 


Moving  in  on  Mystery: 

Eve  Zaremba's  version  of  the 
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NEWS  FEATURE 


It  was  a  bad  week  for  Lyn  MacDonald . 
She  was  handed  her  separation  certificate 

—  and  her  eviction  notice. 
Then  she  decided  to  do  something  about  it. 


"Due  to  the  fact  you  being  a  lesbian..." 


by  Chris  Bearchell 


For  two  weeks  prior  to  Thursday, 
June  1st,  Lyn  MacDonald  was  a 
full-time  clerk  at  Master  Variety 
Store  In  London,  Ontario.  On  that  day 
she  was  fired. 

"Everything  had  been  going  fine," 
Lyn  remembers,  "I  had  been  told  that  I 
was  a  good,  hard  worker  and  that  the 
boss  was  pleased  with  me.  That  day  I 
was  out  having  lunch  with  the  boss' 
wife  when  she  started  pushing  birth 
conlrol  on  me.  She  was  quite  persistent 
and  a  bit  prying,  ao  I  told  her  that  I  didn't 
have  any  personal  need  for  birth  control. 
She  asked  me  why  and  I  told  her  I  was 
gay.  She  was  very  good  about  It,  but 
after  lunch  she  told  her  husband.  When 
I  wenl  to  do  my  till  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
he  handed  me  my  separation  slip.  I 
asked  hfm  what  was  going  on.  He  said,  'I 
don't  have  to  tell  you.'  I  asked,  'Would  It 
have  anything  to  do  with  your  wife  tell- 
ing you  I'm  gay?'  He  said,  'Yeah,  that's 
the  reason.  Now  get  out  of  here.' " 

How  did  Lyn  respond?  "When  I  found 
oul  lhat  really  was  the  reason,  I  was 
stunned  and  angry.  That  night  I  told 
some  people,  by  the  next  day  It  was  all 
over  town." 

On  Monday  Lyn  and  Eileen  Renton, 
bold  members  ol  the  London  Lesbian 
Collective,  had  been  planning  to  put  to- 
gether Ihe  LLC's  newsleiter.  "We 
decided  to  run  off  a  thousand  leaflets 
while  we  were  at  II.  Telling  people  what 
had  happened  and  asking  them  lo  boy- 
cott the  store.  Then  we  sluffed  them  In 
all  Ihe  mall  boxes  In  the  area.  I  called 
(he  press,  and  Ihe  next  day,  Tuesday,  we 
had  a  picket  line.  London's  first  gay  ' 
picket.  There  were  aboul  len  of  us  there 
I  consistently  —  andasmanyaslifteen 
at  times." 

Even  though  dykes  made  up  a  clear 
majority  of  the  picket  line,  that  first  day 
Ihey  were  denounced  as  faggots.  On  the 
second  day.  at  least  one  man  figured 
oul  lhat  he  was  confusing  the  sexes  and 
began  calling  them  "cunl  lappers."  The 
reactions  of  passers-by  weren't  all  hos- 
tile. In  fact,  as  Lyn  explained.  "Most 
people  were  Indifferent  —  they  just 
warned  to  go  In  and  get  I  heir  shopping 
done  —  but  there  were  a  number  ol 
people  who  took  the  leaflet,  read  II,  and 
ihen  said,  Well,  I'm  not  shopping 
here." 
j       And  how  did  Byron  Craughtten,  the 
I  store  owner,  react?  He  told  the  press 
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I  that  business  was  booming.  But  he  also 
I  tried,  unsuccessfully,  to  get  an  In- 
l  function  to  stop  the  picketing.  "When 
i  the  picketing  first  started  we  were  on 

the  sidewalk  moving  around  so  we 
|  wouldn't  block  anyone.  Craughtten 
[  came  speeding  down  Central  Avenue 
i  and  turned  Into  the  driveway,  Just 

missing  me  by  about  three  Inches.  It 
i  was  an  obvious  attempt  to  scare  the 

shit  oul  of  me.  If  I  had  stepped  back  at 
I  that  polnt.l  would  have  been  under  his 
I  wheels.  He  was  screaming  out  of  the 

window,  'I  didn't  fire  you  because  you're 
,  gay,  1  fired  you  because  you're  an  ass- 
hole and  a  trouble-maker!'" 
I      I  asked  Lyn  what  response  London's 
I  first  militant  gay  action  received  from 
the  media.  "Local  London  TV  did  a 
taped  Interview  with  me  and  showed 
some  footage  of  the  picket  line  itself. 
Two  radio  stations  came  by.  Each  time 
Craughtten  was  interviewed  his  story 
changed.  The  first  time  he  said,  'Yes, 
she  was  a  hard  worker  and  it  was  partly 
because  she  was  gay  that  I  fired  her,  but 
it  was  mainly  because  she  couldn't  get 
the  prices  right.'  I'd  worked  there  only 
two  weeks,  and  he'd  been  telling  me  the 
whole  time  what  a  good  worker  I  was.  To 
the  next  reporter  he  said  that  I  was  rude 
to  people,  that  I  had  been  discussing  my 
sexuality  with  long-time  customers. 
Can't  you  just  see  me  bagging  milk  and 
bread  and  talking  about  lesbian  sex  with 
the  little  old  lady  around  the  comer? 

"The  second  day  we  were  out  picket- 
ing, the  store's  part-time  clerk  —  an 
older  woman  —  came  up  to  me  with  an 
Instamatlc  camera,  stuck  II  in  my  face 
and  took  a  picture.  She  said,  'This  is  for 
my  granddaughter.  I  want  to  show  her 
what  a  woman  looks  like  who  kisses 
another  woman's  ass.'  So  I  said,  'Fine  I 
hope  your  granddaughter's  gay,' and 
she  went  Into  the  store.  Then  she  stood 
there  In  front  of  an  all-glass  door 
sticking  her  ass  at  us.  We  stayed  very 
calm,  |ust  walking  around  In  a  circle. 
The  she  whipped  up  her  top  and  pulled 
down  her  pants.  Some  kids  were  hang- 
ing around.  They'd  been  calling  us 
faggots  and  stuff,  but  they  weren't 
really  all  that  bad,  mostly  just  curious. 
When  this  woman  did  her  Indecent- 
exposure  thing  they  were  really  freaked 
out  I  mean,  they'd  been  buying  their 
Jujubes  from  her  for  years," 
What  kind  ol  legal  advice  has  Lyn 


had?  "I've  checked  with  a  sympathetic 
lawyer  every  step  of  the  way.  So  far  I've 
had  sound  and  free  advice." 

I  asked  if  she  had  approached  the 
Ontario  Human  flights  Commission. 
"Just  the  local  branch,  and  they  seemed 
very  supportive  as  individuals,  but  gay 
people  aren't  protected  by  the  Code,  so 
all  they  could  do  was  try  to  use  moral 
suasion  on  my  ex-boss.  What  a  laugh) 
They  don't  have  any  real  power  lo  do 
I  anything. 

!      "The  day  after  I  was  on  TV,  I  started 
j  getting  hang-up  phone  calls.  That  same 
)  day  the  superintendent  came  up  to  my 

apartment  and  told  me  to  get  out 
j  because  I  was  boarding  a  friend's  cat  for 
[  the  summer.  I  said  I'd  get  rid  of  the  cat. 
I  He  said  I  still  had  to  go.  When  I  pressed 
,  him  for  a  reason  he  said, 'You're  the 
lesbian  I  saw  on  TV! '  I  asked  him  to  put 
it  in  writing.  So  he  did.  The  eviction 
notice  read:  'Dear  Miss  MacDonald,  Due 
to  the  fact  that  you  being  a  lesbian  I 
have  to  ask  you  to  move  July  31st, 
1978...' 

"I  found  out  when  I  checked  with  our 
lawyer  that  the  super  certainly  hadn't 
given  'just  cause',  or  sixty  days  notice. 
He  kept  coming  up  every  day  and 
I  bothering  me.  He'd  shout  at  my  friends 
1  or  call  me  names.  Around  the  end  of  the 
week,  the  owner  of  the  building  came  by 
and  said  he'd  heard  I  had  a  cat  and  had 
1  damaged  the  place.  I  told  him  to  get  the 
superintendent  off  my  back.  He  said  he 
would.  Everything's  been  okay  since. 
Even  the  phone  calls  have  stopped," 

It  hasn't  been  easy  for  Lyn  to  get 
support.  As  she  noled,  "If  It  had  been  a 
career  I'd  lost  or  a  really  good  Job,  more 
people  would  have  been  concerned." 
The  consequences  of  the  Incident  have 
been  serious  for  her.  "I've  always  been 
'  aware  that  someday  I  could  lose  my  job 
I  because  I'm  a  homosexual,  but  I 

wouldn't  have  believed  I'd  be  standing 
j  infrontofaTVcamerasaylnglt.  As  far 
as  getting  another  Job  goes,  things  look 
really  dim  because  I  have  a  record.  I'd 
j  been  considering  working  Inaprlson. 
I've  been  there  and  dldn'l  like  what  I 
saw.  My  personal  goal  was  to  get  in  as  a 
guard  and  try  to  move  up  Into  the 
administrative  levels.  I  had  an  Interview 
the  week  before  all  this  happened,  with 
the  head  of  the  London  Jail  and  I  think  it 
went  really  well.  Now.  after  becoming  a 
public  lesbian,  I  think  my  chances  are 


probably  ahot.  Prisons  just  don't  hire 
homosexuals." 

Lyn  went  on  to  describe  how  her 
firing  had  led  to  the  formation  of  a  mili- 
tant gay  organization  In  London  called 
the  Gay  Activist  Group  for  Equality 
(GAGE).  "This  was  the  first  Instance  In 
London  where  anyone  has  ever  stood  up 
and  said  they  wouldn't  take  that  kind  of 
thing.  About  ten  of  us  got  together  and 
said,  'Hey,  this  happens  all  the  time;  it's 
Just  that  there's  no  one  to  do  anything 
about  It."  Since  Ihe  picket,  three  people 
In  GAGE  who  all  work  for  the  same 
company  have  been  harassed.  One  was 
fired,  the  other  two  threatened  for  sup- 
porting the  demo.  Another  woman's 
former  lover  had  been  forced  to  resign 
from  a  nursing  Job  because  she  was 
gay.  We'd  seen  too  much  of  this  and 
decided  that  a  public,  actlon-orlented 
,  gay  group  was  needed  There  are  otfier 

organizations  in  town  —  the  London 
i  Lesbian  Collective  and  the  Homophlle 
j  Association  of  London  Ontario  (HALO) 
I  —but  they  aren't  militant  or  public 
enough.  They've  given  us  moral  support 
and  that's  important,  but  when  you're 
I  trying  to  organize  a  picket  line  you  need 
1  to  know  you  can  count  on  people  for 

more  than  that." 
I      Some  time  between  late  August  and 
early  October,  Anita  Bryant  Is  scheduled 
to  appear  in  London,  and  GAGE  and  Ihe 
i  othergayorganlzationshavebecome 
I  Involved  in  a  coalition  with  feminists  to 
I  organize  a  response.  "What  we  really 
I  need,"  Lyn  emphasized,  "is  to  have  a 
;  strong  gay  voice  In  London  and  right 
now  lhat  means  support  from  outside 
,  —  other  people,  other  groups." 
What  about  Lyn's  plans  now?  She 
said  she'd  be  down  at  Canada 
Manpower  at  8:30  the  next  morning.  It 
sounded  bleak.  1  asked  her  if  London 
would  ever  be  the  same.  "We  hope  not. 
We  picketed  for  only  about  four  hours 
and  got  a  week  of  coverage.  Even  the 
weekend  TV  wrap-up  focussed  on  'the 
unhappy  case  of  the  24-year-old  variety 
1  store  clerk  who  was  fired  tor  being  a 
lesbian.'  It  won't  necessarily  be  easier 
for  other  people  to  come  out,  but  we 
hope  It  will  make  other  employers  think 
twice  before  they  tire  or  harass 
someone  for  being  gay.  They  don't  want 
to  be  embarassed  by  a  bunch  of  noisy 
picketers  outside  their  businesses. 
"And  we'd  be  glad  to  be  there."0 

Body  Politic/ 1 


HHTORtAL/lETTERS 


What's  next? 


and  seditious"  seems  to  nave 


Qiristopher 
Street 


Thedefinillon  ot  "Indecent,  immoral, 
gotten  awlully  broad  of  late. 
Canada  Customs  Is  In  the  habit  o(  seizing  any  printed  matter  which,  in  the 
|  personal  opinion  ot  any  officer,  tils  thai  vague  description,  oneol  the  many  prohib- 
iled  categories  In  theCusloms  Tariff  There  are  no  legally  established  criteria  for 
clahlying  what  these  words  mean;  Customs  officers  can  —  and  do  —  seize  |ust 
aboul  anything  Ihey  please.  The  onus  is  fhen  on  the  person  for  whom  the  material 
was  Intended  to  prove  that  he  or  she  should  be  allowed  to  have  It.  That  can  be  an 
expensive  —  and  otten  (utile  —  effort. 

Among  ihe  latest  salacious  Items  stopped  al  Ihe  border  was  the  July  issue  of 
Christopher  Street. 

Christopher  Street?  Surely  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  cleaner,  less  "offensive" 
magazine  than  this  new  York-based  cultural  journal.  No  "dirty"  pictures,  hardly  ever 
a  racy  bit  —  in  all,  a  quite  proper  and  respectable  publication. 

Except  for  the  fact  that  It  Is  gay.  After  ' 
all,  Customs  officers  don't  read  every- 
thing that  comes  across  the 
border.  They  spot  check.  Things  that  are 
addressed  lo  gay  bookstores  and  organ- 
izations (or  to  other  alternative  or  revol- 
utionary groups)  obviously  come  in  for 
special  attention,  while  Identical 
parcels  addressd  to  big  book  chains  or 
distributors  may  escape  scrutiny.  We, 
after  all,  are  easy  to  recognize.  And  we 
don't  have  much  clout. 

When  material  is  stopped,  Customs 
is  supposed  to  notify  the  addressee  and 
provide  information  on  the  right  —  and 
the  method  —  of  appeal.  Lately  It 
seems  they're  too  busy  even  for  that: 
many  people  report  that  subscription 
copies  of  magazines  and  newspapers 
simply  aren't  arriving,  even  though  the 
publishers  conlirm  that  they're  being 
sent.  Someone  In  the  Post 
Office/Customs  bureaucracy  must  be 
amassing  quite  a  collection  of 
"dangerous"  literature. 

Whal  Is  suffering  as  this  collection  grows  Is,  quite  simply,  the  right  to  read 
material  which  does  not  bear  an  official  government  seal  of  approval. 

Moreover.  Customs  Is  not  the  only  agency  pushing  to  narrow  the  field  of  "allow- 
able" reading  matter.  Ontario's  family-man  attorney-general,  Roy  McMurtry,  has 
long  been  allied  with  provincial  and  municipal  police  forces  in  a  highly-publicized 
—  and,  he  must  assume,  politically  profitable  —  campaign  to  squelch 
"pornography"  —  Including  this  paper.  If  freedom  of  expression  Is  eroded  In  the 
process,  well,  that's  unfortunate  (but  If  that's  the  price  we  have  to  pay  to  keep  this 
filth  from  our  children...}. 

When  the  federal  Parliament  reconvenes  In  the  fall  it  will  consider  new  legis- 
lation aimed  at  curbing  pornography  and  prostitution.  Or  so  they  say.  The  new 
powers  granted  to  police  and  Ihe  courts  to  facilitate  this  "clean-up"  are  consider- 
able. And  frightening. 

many  communities,  fundamentalist  groups  like  Renaissance  Canada  are 
having  success  getting  "controversial"  reading  matter  out  of  the  public  schools. 
Hemingway,  Salinger,  Alice  Munro  and  Margaret  Laurence  are  disappearing  from 
the  libraries,  eased  out  by  timid  principals  and  trustees  acting  not  under  the  force 
of  law  but  out  of  simple  fear.  It's  book-burning  time  again. 

All  this  Is  happening  right  here,  now.  And  no  one  Is  really  doing  anything  about  It. 
Civil  liberties  and  human  rights  groups  in  this  country  are  few  In  number,  not  strong 
and  often  reluctant  to  touch  emotionally  charged  Issues  like  censorship  or  porn- 
ography —  orthe  "protection"  of  allot  us  from  "Indecency."  Even  when  they  do 
speak  up,  no  one  In  the  government  pays  much  attention.  Appeals  to  fear  and 
Ignorance  seem  to  generate  more  votes  than  concern  for  abstractions  like  civil 
rights. 

Gay  people  are  prime  objects  of  fear  and  Ignorance  —  and  worse.  When  simply 
being  gay  Is  enough  to  snag  a  perfectly  proper,  polite  magazine  like  Christopher 
Street  at  the  border.  It's  time  to  speak  up. 
And  not  politely. D 


Cold  gruel 


Once  a  year,  for  almost  as  many  years  as  TSP  has  been  in  existence,  we  have 
devoted  a  good  part  of  an  issue  to  coverage  of  the  annual  national  conference  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  The  first  of  these  gatherings  was  held  in  Quebec  City  in 
1973.  The  most  recent  one  in  Halifax  was  the  sixth. 

Reporting  these  conferences  has  always  been  a  trial.  TBP  is,  by  its  very  nature. 
both  participant  and  observer  —  our  Involvement  as  a  gay  organization  is 
recognized  to  be  partisan;  our  coverage  is  expected  to  be  "objective"  nonetheless. 

That  balance,  however,  Is  not  the  only  one  we  have  to  strike  We  also  have  to 
consider  that,  to  most  gay  people,  extended  reports  on  workshops,  plenaries, 
voting  schemes,  resolutions  and  lloor  fights  are  about  as  appealing  as  cold  gruel. 
These  things  are  important,  of  course  (it's  good  tor  you  —  eat  it),  but  It  would  be 
both  arrogant  and  stupid  for  us  to  roll  out  detail  after  detail  and  then  sneer  down 


For  us. 

It's  hard  to  comprehend  how  something  so  thrilling  —  the  excitement  of  holding 
hands  on  the  street,  the  joy  of  being  surrounded  and  supported  by  people  you  love 
and  Irust,  the  sheer  rush  of  strength  that  comes  from  being  out  and  alive  and 
unafraid  —  can  be  made  boring.  A  lot  of  people  in  the  gay  movement  are  very  good 
at  It,  nonetheless. 

This  issue,  we  tried  not  to  be  good  at  it.  Procedural  details  of  the  conference 
have  been  kepi  to  a  minimum;  we  concentrated  instead  on  analysis  ot  what  worked 
and  what  didn't  —  and  why.  Those  Involved  in  the  proceedings  at  Halifax  may  feel 
we  left  Important  things  out.  Maybe  so.  but  what  we  have  tried  to  emphasize  Is  the 
strength  and  vitality  of  the  people  who  were  there. 

And  fhat  Is  very  much  part  of  fhe  real  news.D 


Disgusting  comics 

I  was  very  disgusted  with  the  "comics" 
in  your  May  issue.  Especially  the  one 
with  the  MCC's  Immolating  themselves 
in  awash  room.  Why  is  it  that  a  gay 
newspaper  has  to  ridicule  the  Gay 
Church?  Is  it  because  you  are  so  poli- 
tical —  so  far  to  the  left  that  there  is  no 
room  for  gay  christian  groups  In  your 
paper? 

Do  you  realize  that  this  has  resulted 
In  two  groups  in  Calgary  pulling  their 
ads  from  your  Community  Page,  as  well 
as  cancelling  their  personal  subscrip- 
tions to  TBP? 

I  suggest  that  In  the  future  that  you 
leave  out  the  comics  and  put  In  more 
news  from  Western  Canada. 
Charlie  Thompson 
Hussar,  AB 

In  defence  of  monogamy 

OK.  out  there!!!!! 

I'm  tired  of  your  sly  form  of  bigotry 
and  your  sneaky  little  ways  of  saying 
that  my  form  of  sexuality  (for  you  seem 
to  want  to  make  It  distinct  from  the 
blessed  state  of  "gayness")  Is  not 
worthy  of  the  title  "gay."  I'm  not  sure  of 
the  roots  of  your  fixation  of  persecuting 
monogamous  (shudder)  homosexuals. 
I've  tried  to  understand  but  then  I've 
never  been  able  to  understand  persecu- 
tion solely  on  the  basis  of  sexuality  or 
lifestyle.  Perhaps  you  see  us  as  a  dan- 
ger and  are  using  the  press  and  tele- 
vision as  a  weapon  to  fan  the  fires  of 
discrimination ...  It's  been  done  before! 

So  you  think  that  we  "carbon  copy" 
heterosexual  marriages?  So  you  think 
"loverdom"  Is  some  form  of  maso- 
chistic stralghtness  lashing  out  at  our 
poor  little  psyches?  We  are  not  that  sad 
and  our  litesi  vie  not  that  sordid  Intact,  1 
think  If  you  check  It  out  with  whatever 
psychiatric  association  you  like  you  will 
find  that  the  basis  of  your  antagonism  Is 
fear.  The  slurs  are  all  lies,  we  don't 
molest  unsuspecting  non-monogamous 
types  In  bars,  neither  do  we  wish  to  con- 
vert all  your  youths  and  associates  Into 
"loverdom"  (which  I  think  Is  the  current 
slur  you  use). 

What  can  I  tell  you  about  us?  I  do  ad- 
mit that  there  are  those  of  us  who  have 
slck-o  relationships,  but  I  remind  you 
that  there  are  elements  of  your  own 
society  which  Is  all  but  well. 

Maybe  you  can  i  see  us  but  we  are 
there! ! !  We  even  march  with  you.  Heh 
heh  heh  heh  (tbls  could  be  fun).  We  even 
donate  to  your  causes  (a  ruse,  a  ruse!). 
You'll  never  be  rid  of  us. 
Dave  and  Jo* 
Toronto 


Up  yours,  TBP 

A  veteran  (or  should  I  say  victim?)  of 
60s  USA  struggles,  I  looked  to  Canada 
and  TBP  for  what  bumed-out  USA  could 
no  longer  provide.  Into  Ihe  burned  out 
place  always  comes  po mo-mall a- 
fasclsm. 

As  a  child,  I  had  experience  with 
pederasty  (Jesu,  all  your  romantic  Greek 
fantasies  —  as  If  children  were  not 
people  but  dollies.  I'd  like  to  say  it 
hasn't  had  a  healthy  effect  on  my  life, 
just  as  It  hasn't  helped  any  of  the  others 
—  women,  "the  dark  races,"  etc  —  who 
are  objectified  and  merchandized  by  the 
male  pig,  gay  or  straight).  As  an  adult,  I 
have  again  met  sell-declared  pederasts 
and  they  have  never  been  the  radical  or 
revolutionary  men  you'd  like  us  to  be- 
lieve them,  but  powerful  businessmen, 
spoiled,  unable  to  relate  to  someone 
who  might  demand  give-and-take  on  an 
equal  basis. 

For  TBP  to  become  Involved  In  just- 
ifying this  and  similar  behavior  looks 
like  nothing  less  than  CIA  or  other 
police  interference  within  your  organ- 
ization: you  can  detect  the  disease  by 
the  symptom  of  certain  staff  members 
who  push  emphatically  Issues  which 
divide  and  dissolve  the  organization. 

Your  new  Body  Politic  is  very  slick 
but  no  longer  speaks  to  me  or  for  me. 
Please  don't  worry  about  ageism  —  I 
don't  at  all  mind  being  "left  out."  You've 


managed  to  keep  the  sex  in  homosexual 
but  you've  betrayed  what  little  feelings, 
love,  values,  respect  were  beginning  to 
grow  for  us.  In  the  days  previous  lo 

"Gay  Liberation"  (two  highly  fictional 
words),  there  was  less  sanity,  but  once 
in  a  while  there  was  a  little  human  sensi- 
tivity among  the  same- sex- loving 
brothers  and  sisters.  That  sort  of  sensl-     I 
tlvity  has  been  killed  and  burled  by  our 
new  brothers  In  their  Nazi  drag  (the  uni- 
form of  gay  chauvinism).  Up  yours. 

I  see  now  that  I'm  not  a  homosexual,     j 
butahumanbelng. Thanks forllberatlng  | 
me  from  your  "liberation."  I  will  not 
make  the  mistake,  of  course,  of  thinking   | 
you  represent  the  mass  of  same-sex 
lovers  —  voiceless,  as  the  day  has  not      | 
yet  come  when  power  resides  with  the 
silent  and  loving. 

To  the  Happy  Fewl  —  whether  purple 
or  Jewish. 


Pedophile  speaks  out 

I  feel  that  I  must  speak  out.  I  am  not 
surprised  you  received  so  many  letters 
after  having  published  the  article  on 
men/boy  relationships  (TBP,  Dec-Jan). 
Because  I  am  a  boy-lover.  I  know  the 
truth  about  such  relationships.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  some  gay  people  feel  threat- 
ened by  homopedophllla.  However  It  Is 
a  tact  of  life  and  far  more  prevalent  than 
society  thinks. 

I  have  been  having  sex  with  under-age 
boys  all  my  life.  I  didn't  care  much  about 
my  fellow  pedophiles,  doing  time  In 
prison.  I  always  assumed  that  they 
wouldn't  be  there  II  Ihey  weren't  doing 
something  wrong.  That  was  until  I  got 
arrested  last  July  (my  first  anestever) 
for  "child  molestation."  In  the  slate  of 
California,  anyone  convicted  of  having 
sex  with  a  person  under  id  Is  auto- 
matically declared  lo  be  "a  mentally  dis- 
ordered sex  offender"  and  "dangerous 
tothe  public  health  and  safety." 

There  Is  a  myth  In  this  society  that 
young  people  are  unable  to  deal  with 
the  psychological  and  emotional 
aspects  of  a  sexual  relationship.  So  tew 
realize  that  emotional  reactions  are 
dependant  upon  learned  attitudes.  That 
emotions  are  the  result  of  the  way  we 
have  been  taught  to  feel  about  our 
natural  urges.  Another  mylh  Is  that  a 
juvenile  and  an  adult  cannot  forma 
meaningful  and  lasting  sexual  relation- 
ship. In  my  relationships  with  boys,  I 
have  found  that  If  the  relationship  Is 
primarily  based  upon  love  and  affection, 
and  not  just  upon  sex,  the  relationship 
can  last.  But  even  If  It  doesn't  last  long, 
it  can  still  be  fruitful.  With  me  the  boys 
found  an  outlet  for  their  sexual  urge. 
They  overcame  doubts  about  their  own 
bodies  and  feelings.  What  I  gave  my 
boys  was  open  and  honest  affection. 
Often,  that  affection  was  returned  with 
equal  Intensity  When  that  happened,  I 
saw  it  enrich  both  my  life  and  the  boy's. 
Rape  isonethlng,  sex  is  another'  Sex- 
uality Is  a  natural  biological  urge 
common  to  all  human  beings.  What  is 
labeled  "normal"  and  "acceptable"  is 
dependant  upon  the  prevailing  beliefs  ot 
the  society. 

My  attraction  to  young  boys  Is  a 
visual  one.  I  have  never  felt  the  need  to 
dominate  my  sex  partner.  I  have  never 
had  any  difficulty  in  forming 
relationships  with  adults.  1  choose  boys 
for  their  own  erotic  qualities. 

I  am  willing  to  speak  out  now  because 
1  have  nothing  left  to  lose.  I  expect  to  be 
locked  up  for  at  least  3  or  4  years. 

I  urge  all  gay  and  straight  people  to 
continue  asking  questions  aboul  pedo- 
philia. Maybe,  someday,  when  we  over- 
come our  panic  and  are  able  lo  look  at 
sex  more  honestly  and  objectively,  we 
will  be  able  to  divorce  it  from  Guilt, 
Shame,  Inhibition.  Fear,  and  Misunder- 
standing. 
Chester  Blnner 
Drawer  "A" 
Atascadero,  CA  93422 
PS  I  would  like  to  hear  from  anyone 
interested  in  how  people  doing  time  for 
my  offence  are  treated. 
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Literary  lynching? 

Your  article  'Gel  ting  Into  Getting  Sex" 
(TBP.  June)  was  arranged  as  an 
"interview."  but  at  least  you  had  the 
honesty  to  headline  It  "Michael  Lynch 
talks  lo  author  John  Lee.*'  Indeed  he 
did:  there  are  130  lines  of  print  devoted 
lo  my  sialements.  and  230  lines  to 
Lynch's  so-called  "questions.'' 

ot  course  I  knew  his  article  would  be 
unfriendly,  but  I  hardly  expected  such  a 
low  ebb  in  Journalistic  Integrity.  Some 
of  the  adjectives  are  breath-taking  In 
Iheir  vituperation.  Even  less  excusable 
Is  the  transparent  use  of  "questions"  lo 
Ihe  reader,  lo  make  unsupported  (and 
obviously.  In  my  mind,  unsupportable) 
allegations,  or  lo  draw  an tagonlsfic  con- 
clusions. Example:  "Isn't  Getting  Sex 
committed  to  an  ageism. ..Isn't  Its  tone 
through  and  through  condescending  to 
every  kind  of  gay  person. ..except  the 
hardened,  Inveterate,  vulturous ..."  Now 
that's  really  laying  It  on  thick.  Michael 
Lynch! 

Toaddlnsull  to  Injury,  Lynch  charges 
me  with  being  evasive  In  an  article  In 
which  he  has  monopolized  nearly  two 
.  thirds  of  the  dia'oguel  He  fays  ihe  basis 
I  for  his  charges  elaborately  —  example: 
Ihe  ten-line  paragraph  ending  with  the 
provocative  "nature  raw  In  tooth  and 
claw"  —  allows  me  two  lines  of  reply. 
and  goes  on  wllh  seven  lines  of  his 
attack  Some  "Interview!"  Some 
editing! 

Jay  Scott  In  his  Globe  ana  Mall  review 
called  Ihe  book  a  "good  news  book,  an 
antidote  lo  ihe  poisonous 
preoccupation  thai  presents  the  sexual- 
ly athletic  as  neurotic"  bul  apparently 
theantidoie  was  not  strong  enough  to 
neutralize  Lynch's  venom,  which  really 
comes  "through  and  through"  In  Ihe 
"lone"  of  his  article.  But  he  can't  find 
the  "oft/ecf/ve"  evidence  to  support  his 
animus,  so  he  Ihrows  up  his  hands  In  a 
helpless  gesture  —  "Lee  has  an  answer 
for  every  objection.  A  loi  more  answers 
than  I  do." 

I  know  J"8P  isn't  enamoured  of  the 
gay  bar.  bath  and  disco  sex-cnjlslng 
scene  (to  put  II  mildly!)  and  I  sometimes 
think  Ihe  collective  woefully  out  of 
touch  with  the  constituency  you  claim 
lorepresenl  (and  hopefully  lead?).  But 
at  least  TBP  has  made  some  preten- 
sions to  editorial  and  Journalistic 
Integrity  May  I  suggest  that  you  excor- 
iate (hose  you  disagree  with  by  using 
some  modicum  ol  temperance  and  due 
process,  instead  of  engaging  In  literary 
lynching? 
John  Lee 
Toronto 


I  wish  lo  congratulate  John  Lee  on  his 
fine  book,  Getting  Sex.  I  agree  with 
Michael  Lynch  lhat  this  book  does  not 
describe  the  enllre  gay  world,  but  such 
an  expectation  Is  as  unrealistic  as 
expecting  a  single  book  lo  describe  Ihe 
entire  helerosexual  world.  It  seems  we 
have  the  highest  expectations  for  those 
we  love  most. 

Lee  does  an  admirable  job  ol  what  he 
sets  out  to  do.  namely  document  the 
richness  of  gay  sexual  experiences.  The 
book  is  a  long  overdue  antidote  to  sex 
negativism  In  our  society. 
Brian  Miller 
Edmonton,  AB 

Michael  Lynch  replies: 
Brian  Miller  is  misled.  Getting  Sex  does 
not  set  out  to  "document  the  richness 
of  gay  sexual  experience."  It  confines  it- 
self to  one  aspect:  cruising  as  done  by 
the  North  American  adult  male,  Lee 
does  an  admirable  |ob  of  what  he  does 
set  out  to  do:  promote  the  roles  of 
"hunter"  and  "prey." 

Getting  Sex  has  307  pages  with  34 
lines  ol  lext  per  page.  Promoting  prom- 
iscuity according  to  the  hunter/prey 
model,  II  does  nol  give  even  one  page  to 
a  critical  questioning  ot  this  model.  II 
does  not  consider  other  ways  of 
defending  promiscuity  —  as  does  Fag 
tag's  Charlie  Shlveley  or  John  flechy. 
(There's  a  vasi  difference,  for  example 
between  Rechy's  sexhunter,  who  as  a 
sexual  outlaw  goes  after  sex,  and  Lee's 
sexhunter,  who  as  a  predator  goes  aller 
Pny) 

Lee's  book  Is  a  massive  apology  for 
the  status  quo  ol  one  aspect  of  the 
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ghetto.  He  wants  lo  extend  his  system 
to  heterosexuals,  without  even  asking 
whether  ihe  hunter/prey  roles  won't 
reinforce  the  very  male/female  roles 
thai  feminism  and  the  gay  movemem 
are  challenging. 

I'd  argue  thai  "Journalistic  integrity" 
in  the  gay  press  requires  us  to  pose  ihe 
tough  questions,  nol  Just  to  produce 
puffery.  The  gay  press  must  try  to  dlstln- 

;  gulsh  the  strength  and  savour  of  gay  lib- 

:  eratlon  from  Its  lees. 


Tomatoes  and  oranges 

The  article  which  your  collaborator,  Ron 
Dayman,  has  devoted  to  one  of  our  pub- 
lications, Sortlr,  [TBP  June/July) 
deserves  a  response  because  it  ex- 
presses a  number  of  Ideas  completely 
outside  of  literary  criticism  ... 
1)  Dayman  deplores  Ihe  lack  of  a  Que- 
bec homosexual  Mleralure  and  con- 
trasts our  situation  with  that  of  English 
Canadian  homosexuals  who  can  profit 
(!)  from  the  American  experience.  There 
Is  in  fact  a  homosexual  literature  In 
Quebec,  but  it  does  nof  express  itself  In 
the  same  way  as  the  American  lit- 
erature. Also,  if  English  Canadians  pro- 
fit from  the  American  movement, 
Quebecols  can  profit  from  French  re- 
search....Dayman  does  not  know  much 
aboul  French  contributions  to  Ihe  sub- 
ject, and  consequently  he  cannot  know 
lhat  the  way  of  thinking  Is  different. 
French  sources  are  less  concerned  with 
an  analysis  of  events  themselves  and 
more  with  an  analysis  of  the  causes... 
2)  Your  critique  argues  that  Sortlr  \s  a 
dsappolnllng  effort.  loo  intellectual, 
directed  lo  an  elite.  It  Is  (rue  that  this 
book  is  not  a  work  for  the  Immediate 
struggle.  ..Culture,  the  desire  to  get  to 
the  bottom  of  things,  the  care  for  de- 
tails, has  its  place  in  every  struggle.  In 
summary,  Dayman  wanted  our  work  to 
be  a  tomato  and  has  been  disappointed 
to  find  oui  It  is  an  orange.... 
I  3)  it  must  be  said  thai  Sortlr  has  re- 
ceived here,  and  mostly  from  the  homo- 
i  sexual  milieu,  the  same  type  of  crlt- 
I  fcisms.  His  crlllque  could  thus  reflect 
the  opinion  of  a  part  of  the  Quebecols 
gay  movement.  But  that  does  not  bother 

flThemost  serious  and  fundamental 
,  point  is  the  Insulting  tone  of  Dayman's 
Incoherent  article.  On  the  one  hand,  he 
;  complains  (falsely,  as  I  have  said)  about 
1  ihe  lack  of  Francophone  and  Quebecois 
contributions  to  homosexual  literature, 
i  and  on  the  other  hand  he  dumps  on 

what  he  thinks  are  the  only  two  avall- 
'  able  publications.  In  otherwords,  he 
,  participates  directly  In  thai  which  he  de- 
plores —  the  lack  of  Interest  publishing 
i  houses  have  In  this  type  of  publica- 
|  tlon....ln  fact,  his  critique  does  not  give 
I  Sortlr  a  chance.  II  is  for  the  elite,  it  is 
Intellectual,  and  in  this  way  judgement 
is  passed.,..  He  can  condemn  (the  book) 
i  without  any  proofs  other  than  his  taste, 
Ns  desire.  In  facl,  Dayman  Is  sexist  and 
racist.  Racist  because  he  does  nol  give 
|  the  Quebec  Intellectuals' effort  the 

thoughtful  and  serious  analysis  which  it 
|  deserves.  As  for  sexism,  look  how  the 
,  male,  the  macho,  the  penis  betrays  It- 
,  self:  the  only  grave  fault  of  the  book  is 
'  the  lack  of  material  on  female  homo- 
sexuality. Bui  he  does  not  see  thai,  he's 
too  busy  brandishing  the  big  stick,  like 
Ihe  police  and  like  daddy. 
5)  Sortlr  is  not  a  perfect  book  and  it  Is 
true  that  lis  general  tone  Is  Intellectual. 
We  are  not  ashamed  because,  even  if 
the  fashion  Is  the  cowboy  hat  and  Ihe 
hard  hat,  not  to  mention  the  ragged 
1  jeans  and  the  boots,  we  think  that  there 
'  isaplace  for  Ihoughl  In  our  milieu, 
wilhout  necessarily  forming  an  elite 
After  all,  Intellectuals  are  also 
I  workers....  We  think,  quite  humbly,  that 
we  have  added  a  grain  of  sand  or  two  to- 
I  wards  an  ethnology  of  homosexuality 
But  your  crillc  probably  does  not  under- 
stand the  meaning  ot  that  word.  It  is 
I  there,  however,  and  only  there,  lhat  an 
|  intelligent  discussion  could  be 
started.... 
1  JNn  Basils 
Literary  Director 
Editions  de  I' Aurora 
!  Montreal 

(Ed  note:  This  Is  an  edited  and  trans- 
i  fated  version  ot  a  much  longer  tetter  In 
1  French  which  was  sent  to  TBP) 
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Conference  votes  new  structure 
to  Canadian  coalition 


Delegates  rescind 

50%  lesbian  control  resolution 


HALIFAX  —  Over  two  hundred  dele- 
gates and  Individuals  from  more  than 
forty  gay  organizations  across  Canada 
met  here  June  28  to  July  3  for  the  sixth 
annual  conference  of  the  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition. 

Although  the  live  days  of  workshops 
and  plenaries  resulted  In  major  struc- 
tural changes  to  Ihe  organization,  now 
called  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC).  most  dele- 
gales  expressed  disappointment, 
exhaustion  and  confusion  as  they 
struggled  through  the  final  turbulent 
plenary  sessions. 

"I  felt  totally  frustrated  by  the  whole 
thing,"  said  Tom  Warner,  the  delegate 
for  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario.  "'The  gay  movement  is  falling 
on  Its  own  sword.  Instead  of  finding 
areas  of  agreement,  we've  only  found 
new  areas  to  disagree  In." 

The  conference  had  taken  as  Its 
theme:  "Building  solidarity  against 
repression,"  and  delegates  were  almost 
unanimous  In  their  feeling  that  this 
important  issue  had  been  avoided. 

Most,  however,  felt  it  was  impossible 
to  fault  the  host  organization  —  Hall- 
fax's  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality.  The 
group  had  prepared  an  ambitious  pro- 
gram of  workshops,  entertainment  and 
dances  —  and  pulled  off  the  amazing 
feat  of  providing  simultaneous  trans- 
lation facilities  for  all  ma|or  events,  a 
service  partly  funded  by  a  grant  from  the  I 
Secretary  of  State. 

Robin  Metcalfe,  conference  co- 
ordinator along  with  Georglna 
Chambers,  now  feels  that  the  schedule/ 
was  "overly  ambitious  —  we  tried  to  dc 
everything.  We  should  have  chosen 
priorities  and  centred  on  a  few 
important  Issues.  If  it  had  been  clear 
that  these  meetings  were  concrete 
planning  sessions,  we  might  have 
generated  a  lot  less  hot  air." 

Resolutions  from  the  final  plenary  on 
Sunday  spilled  over  into  the  Steering 
Committee  meeting  on  Monday,  and 
only  the  brilliant  and  ruthless  chairing 
of  Harold  Desmarals  (Windsor  Gay 
Unity)  prevented  the  final  sessions  from 
disintegrating  entirely  Though  most 
agreed  such  a  style  was  necessary 
under  the  circumstances,  some  dele- 
gates found  the  final  sessions  "alienat- 
ing and  bureaucratic." 

Wlesa  Kolasinska,  a  delegate  from 
the  Saskatoon  Gay  Community  Centre, 
resigned  from  lhat  poslllon  in  order  to 
speak  her  mind  as  an  individual.  She 
said  that  "rules  of  order,  bureaucracy 
and  'efficiency*  have  taken  precedence 
over  very  real  concerns  being  expressed 
by  lesblans...The  CLGRC  Is  not  a  move- 

t  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  but  a 
circus  on  par  with  ihe  House  of 
Commons." 

Kolasinska  was  referring  partly  to  the 
defeal  of  the  50%  lesbian  control 
resolution.  That  Issue  was  one  of  the 
hottest  at  the  conference  —  and  its 
defeat  upset  many  western  delegates 
who  tell  it  was  a  significant  way  of 
ensuring  more  lesbian  participation  in 
the  coalition.  The  question  was  whether 
lesbian  votes  should  be  pro-rated  to 
equal  50%  of  the  voting  power  at  the 
conference  The  motion  was  defeated  in 
4/Body  Politic 


Clockwise  from  lop:  Harvey  Hamburg 

of  Toronto  and  Philip  Salmon  o(  Frederic  Ion  share  a 

very  necessary  umbrella;  Ralph  Lesser  and  David  Maclean  of  Gay  Y< 

Toronlo  adopl  a  wanlon  poslllon;  and  Peg  McCualg  of  Guelph  Gay  Equality  rr 

the  best  ol  being  soggy. 


favour  of  retaining  a  "one  organization/ 
one  vote"  procedure.  Most  delegates  — 
including  many  of  the  women  —  felt 
that  the  50%  solution  was  tokenistic 
and  non-democratic,  and  that  lesbian 
participation  had  to  come  from  a  real 
power  base 

The  debate  over  structural  changes 
was  also  marred  by  bitterness  and  a 
melodramatic  "walkout"  by  After  Stone- 
wall delegates  and  supporters.  The 
group  had  demanded  changes  in  the 
coallllon  which  many  delegates  felt 
were  based  on  a  misunderstanding  of 
what  the  coalition  actually  was.  Robin 
Metcalfe  of  GAE  put  forward  that  view 
during  the  conference's  first  workshop 

—  his  strongly  worded  arguments  were 
perceived  as  a  direct  attack  by  many 
prairie  delegates  who  were  supporting 
the  stand  for  substantial  changes  in  the 
way  the  coallllon  should  be  organized. 

"I  feel  now  that  I  did  things  improp- 
erly," says  Metcalfe.  "I  should  have 
given  the  delegates  concerned  lime  to 
look  over  my  views  and  formulate  a 
response  But  I  still  stand  by  what  I  said 

—  the  demands  expressed  byAtter 
Stonewall  were  based  on  an  Ignorance 
of  what  the  coalition  had  done  in  the 
pasl,  and  of  what  the  term  'coalition' 


really  means." 

One  issue  that  generated  little  contro- 
versy (compared  to  last  year),  was  the 
question  of  self-determination  for 
Quebec.  A  resolution  affirming 
Quebec's  rlghl  to  self-determination 
passed  handily,  and  Marcel  Pleau, 
president  of  the  Association  pour  les 
droits  des  gal(e)s  du  Quebec,  stated  that 
though  he  had  "mixed  feelings"  about 
the  conference  as  a  whole,  he  was  "very 
happy  that  self  determination  passed 
with  no  opposition.  As  someone  from 
Quebec,  I  sensed  a  very  positive  feeling 
both  to  Quebec  and  the  Issue.  I  hope  to 
seea  lot  of  francophone  delegates  at 
next  year's  conference  in  Ottawa." 

Gay  youth  were  at  the  conference  in 
greater  numbers  than  ever  before  —  as 
one  delegate  put  it,  "You  know  you  have 
lo  take  them  seriously  now  because 
they're  getting  ornery  and  making 
demands."  The  youth  sexuality  work- 
shop was  one  of  the  more  enlightening, 
and  the  group  demanded  —  and  won  — 
the  right  lo  have  Iwo  gay  youths  on  the 
newly  lormed  executive  committee  of 
the  CLGRC. 

For  the  first  time,  the  other  victims  of 
ageism  —  older  lesbians  and  gay  men 
—  conducted  separate  workshops  on 


the  problems  and  rewards  of  getting  old 
and  gay.  As  Elgin  Blair  of  Gay  Equality 
Mlssissauga  put  it  —  "Neither  the 
young  nor  the  old  were  adequately  dealt 
with  —  but  at  least  we've  made  a 
beginning." 

There  was  a  march  of  over  1 50  on 
Canada  Day  in  the  pouring  rain;  there 
were  nightly  performances  of  "The 
Night  They  Raided  Truxx;"  there  was 
Jim  MacSwaln's  extraordinary  one-man 
show,  "The  Bearded  Lady";  there  were 
nightly  forays  to  the  Turret  for  dancing 
and  beer;  there  were  the  friendly  and 
generous  Hallgonlans. 

There  was  disappointment  —  the 
conference  did  fail  to  develop  its  central 
theme:  building  solidarity  against 
repression.  Bob  Cook  of  Vancouver's 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  was  more 
hopeful  —  "any  conference  at  least 
demonstrates  the  potential  of  a  move- 
ment: where  we  can  be  going  There's  a 
tendency  to  impatience  —  we've  been 
engaged  in  this  for  years  and  haven't 
reached  our  goals.  What's  required  Is 
faith  in  our  goals  —  there's  no  easy 
road  to  liberation.  We  draw  strength 
from  the  small  but  significant  gains 
made  by  a  lew,  and  envision  what  can 
be  accomplished  by  the  many."  ~i 
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"We've  created  a  machine  for  the  passing 

of  resolutions.  Two  years  from  now,  you 

won't  be  able  to  tell  us  from  the  N  DP." 


Focus  and  fun 

Commentary  by  Gerald  Hannon 


The1977conlerencedelegat.es  In  Sask- 
atoon passed  about  thirty  resolutions. 
In  Halifax,  delegates  were  asKed  to  con- 
sider over  70  —  everything  from  sub* 
stanlive,  controversial  resolutions  to 
I  "apple  pie"  motions  with  which  every- 
I  one  could  agree  —  but  on  which  almost 
everyone  (ell  he  or  she  had  something 
,  to  say. 

As  one  delegate  noled,  "We've 
created  a  machine  lor  the  passing  of 
resolutions.  Two  yea/s  trom  now,  you 
won'l  be  able  to  tell  us  from  the  NDP." 
Not  a  pleasant  prospect.  In  the  past, 
ihese  annual  gatherings  of  gay  people 
from  across  the  country  have  served 
both  as  valuable  business  sessions,  and 
as  exhilarating  affirmations  of  ourgay- 
ness  and  the  movement  that  supports 
and  develops  It. 

Halifax  had  Its  successes;  had  Its 
light  moments.  But  there  were  fewer  of 
them.  And  many  delegates  were 
compelled  to  find  what  humour  they 
could  In  the  sheer  ghastliness  of 
endless  business  sessions,  missed 
lunches,  disrupted  timetables  and  luke- 
warm rhetoric. 
What  went  wrong? 
Part  of  It  was  organizational  —  as 
David  Garmalse  of  Gays  of  Ottawa  put 
It,  "The  conference  quickly  became  a 
procedural  and  organizational  night- 
mare —  people  kept  losing  track  of  the 
central  issues  f  hey  came  to  discuss. 
We're  going  to  have  to  find  a  solution  to 
.procedural  problems  that  won't  stifle 
discussion,  and  will  allow  us  to  get 
down  to  the  real  issues." 

That  kind  of  problem  Is  fairly  easily 
solved.  Oelegates  can  be  asked  ahead 
of  time  to  agree  on  rules  of  order.  Waller 
Davis  of  After  Stonewall  has  suggested 
|  that  each  conference  should  have  an 
elected  leadership  to  whom  people  with 
basic  problems  and  questions  could 
turn  — and  that  sounds  like  a  good 
Idea,  it  would  help  free  the  chair,  and 
place  the  burden  of  solving  technical 
disputes  on  more  than  one  person. 

The  real  problems  are  deeper  ones. 
Though  it  may  sound  trivial,  confer- 
ences should  be  fun.  They  should  be 
limes  when  people  starved  for  gay 
community  can  wallow  In  it  —  they 
should  be  times  when  you  can  talk  gay, 
act  gay,  be  gay  24-hours  a  day  and  every- 
where, from  the  conference  room  to  the 
local  straight  pub  that  wouldn't  dare 
throw  out  the  20  rambunctious  dykes 
and  taggols  that  just  descended  on  It. 
And  there  should  be  the  chance  fo  bed- 
hop  through  all  9  provinces  and  Quebec. 
That  won'l  happen  If  conferences  are 
scheduled  as  tlghlly  as  Halifax's  —  five 
days  of  workshops  packed  In  hour  after 
hour  that  left  delegates  bleary^yed  and 
wanting  nothing  more  than  a  chance  to 
get  eight  hours  sleep  —  alone. 

There  should  be  more  free  time  — 
more  time  for  cultural  events,  more  lime 
(or  wandering,  more  time  (or  get- 
togethers,  more  time  (or  cruising. 
One  delegate  wondered  aloud 
whether  two  conferences  might  be 
necessary  —  one  that  had  fun.  and  one 
lhat  dealt  wllh  Issues  that  a  national  co- 
ordinating body  would  logically  deal 
with 

That  shouldn't  be  necessary  —  it  a 
conference  does  restrict  itself  to  Issues 
that  would  logically  concern  a  national 
co-ordinating  body.  There  are  a  very  few    , 
such  issues:  ihey  relate  lo  actions  co- 
ordinated on  a  national  scale  and  to 
lobbying  efforts  directed  at  federal 
legislation.  All  other  Issues  are  properly    ' 
the  concerns  of  individual  groups  — 
and  should  be  dealth  with  by  those 
groups,  Workshops  are  the  places  io 
exchange  Informaiion  on  the  way 
groups  and  Individuals  have  dealt  with 
things  like  ageism,  sexism,  drag,  sissy- 
hood  and  so  on.  Workshops  are 
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goals  of  a  national  gay  rights 
movement.  There  should  be  a  means  of 
revoking  membership  In  the  coalition  — 
something  the  soon-io-be-lormed 
executive  committee  should  concern 
itself  with. 

Perhaps  that  won't  be  necessary.  The 
prospect  of  such  groups  finding 
themselves  at  a  conference  where  they 
are  forced  to  address  issues  of  nallonal 


Clockwise  Irom  lop  left  Frank  Smith  was  attending  his  first  gay  conference,  and  Is  caught 
here  during  Ihe  workshop  on  older  gays.  Thai  event  attracted  about  half  a  dozen  older  gays 
end  a  number  of  inlerested  young  people  —  all  ol  whom  were  getting  older  by  Ihe  minule  am 
glad  to  hear  Ihere  was  no  truth  in  Ihe  tired  old  claim  thai  "nobody  loves  you  when  you're  old 
and  gay."  LI*  Bolton  trom  Montreal  Is  actively  Involved  in  Ihe  defence  of  the  Truxx  accused. 
"Gay  is  wet  bul  gey  is  proud"  —  Ihe  downpour  which  soaked  marchers  on  Canada  Dey  dldn'l 
dampen  this  man's  spirits.  Bea  Baker  and  Rose  Stanlon  Irom  Lesbians  of  Ottawa  Now  (LOON)' 
confer  during  Ihe  debate  on  Ihe  50%  lesbian  r— *  - ' 

the  places  to  exchange  tactical  advice 
on  how  best  to  advance  Ihe  struggles  of 
lesbian  mothers,  of  groups  lobbying  (or 
rights  code  changes,  of  gay  people 
working  In  unions.  Delegates  should 
approach  the  CLGRC  only  if  their  delib- 
erations persuade  them  that  a  country. 
wideaclion  Is  necessary  and  must  be 
co-ordinated,  or  If  some  strategy  must 
be  developed  lo  deal  with  federal 
legislation. 

Such  a  locus  would  test  groups  who 
do  not  appear  to  be  truly  Interested  in 
the  goals  of  a  co-ordinated  national  gay 
effort.  And  some  of  those  groups  were 
part  of  the  problem  at  Halifax. 

Wages  Due  Lesbians  were  pari  of  the 
problem.  Although  most  people  fell 
they  had  discredited  themselves  last 
yearin  Saskatoon,  they  were  back  this 
yearwlth  an  American  gay  male 
supporter  to  lobby  (or  resolutions  like: 
"weoppose  sexual  coercion  —  straight     ! 
or  gay." 

Such  a  resolution  concedes  that 
Anita  Bryant  hasapoint.Sucha 
resolution  is  necessary,  according  to 
Wages  Due  spokesperson  Ellen  Agger, 
because  mothers  everywhere  have  a 
right  to  be  afraid  when  "a  kid  on  Yonge      I 
Street  gets  murdered  by  three  faggots." 
When  Ihey  make  statements  like  that,        ' 
Wages  Due  begins  to  sound 
suspiciously  like  Bryant  herself. 

Such  concerns  are  largely  opposed  to    | 
the  interests  of  the  gay  community,  and 
come  from  a  group  that  Joined  the 
coalition  at  the  last  minute  and  with  no 
proven  history  of  any  contribution  to  the 


Resolution  wrap-up 


Halifax. 

1.  The  name  ol  the  organization  has  been 
changed  Irom  Ihe  Nalional  Gay  flights 
Coalition  lo  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
flights  Coalition  —  a  change  reflecting  In- 
creased political  activity  by  lesbians  and 
Quebecois  gays.  The  new  structure  calls  lor 


strategy,  and  where  they  can't  divert 
discussion  toward  their  own  sectarian 
concerns,  may  be  enough  to  convince 
them  simply  to  stay  home. 

Clear  procedural  guidelines,  fun,  and 
a  tight  focus  on  Issues  properly  of 
concern  to  a  national  co-ordinating 
effort.  It's  the  formula  (or  a  successful 
conference  —  and  a  successful 
Canadian  coalitlon.D 


one  male  and  one  female,  from  Coalilion 
groups  In  each  ol  the  following  regions:  BC. 
Alberta,  Saskatchewan.  Manitoba  Ontario 
Quebec  and  the  Atlantic  provinces.  The 
location  ol  Ihe  co-ordinating  of  ilea  is  to  be 
decided  each  year  —  lor  1973-79 II  will 
remain  in  Ottawa. 

2  Delegates  voted  lo  rescind  the  50% 
lesbian  control  resolution  passed  last  year 
What  was  rejected  was  Ihe  Idea  ol  prorating 
lesbian  votes  to  ensure  them  50%  voting 
control.  The  Issue  was  a  troublesome  one 
lor  all  delegates,  and  there  were  Strong 
lesbian  voices  both  ior and againstthls 
move.  Women  who  argued  that  rejection  ol 
the  motion  would  be  a  sign  of  a  lesbian 
movement  with  real  strength  succeeded  in 
winning  delegates  to  their  side,  however, 
and  Ihe  ';iifty  percent  solution"  (ailed. 


3.  Delegates  voied  to  support  Quebec's 
rlghl  to  self-determination. 

4.  A  Canadian  day  of  protest  is  lobe  organ- 
ized lo  coincide  with  the  Body  Politic  trial. 
The  protest  will  locus  on  police  repression 
In  Quebec,  M  will  centre  around  the  plight  of 
the  accused  In  Ihe  Truxx  trial. 

5  The  conference  reaffirmed  its  stand 
against  any  form  of  obscenity  legislation, 
and  voted  to  make  lhat  stand  pad  ol  lie 
public  program. 

6.  A  travel  equalization  fund  Is  to  be  set  up 
toassist  delegates  travelling  trom  distant 
centres.  Priority  Is  to  be  given  to  lesbians. 
Quebecois  lesbians,  and  gay  youth  —  in 

Individuals  inleresled  in  a  complete  list 
ol  resolutions  should  contact:  CLGRC,  Box 
2919,  Stn  D,  Ottawa.  ON.  K1 P  5W9. O 


Best  Bilingual  Pun  of  Ihe  Conference 
Award 
WINNER:  Edgar  Frledonberg 
Responding  to  a  speaker  who  had 
deplored  the  developing  right  wing 
offensive  and  one  of  Its  less  savoury 
chroniclers,  Toronio  Sun  columnist 
Claire  Hoy.  Friedc-nberg  quipped.  "II 
you  think  Hoy's  L-ad,  wall  til  you  see 
man,  ana!" 


Guess  who  the  "high  risk  offenders"  are 

in  Ontario  prisons. 

"Abnormals  —  homosexuals,  rapists 

and  so  on":  a  spokesperson  for  the  Minister 

of  Correctional  Services. 


Suppressed  Commission  report 
made  public;  gives  nod  to  gay  rights 


EDMONTON  -  The  Alberta  Human 
Rights  Commission  has  issued  a  public 
statement  castigating  the  provincial 
government  for  Its  delay  in  dealing  with 
the  Commission's  recommendations 
for  reform  of  the  Alberta  Individual 
Rights  Protection  Act.  In  the  same 
press  statement,  released  May  11, 
Acting  Chairperson  J  B  Forest  confir- 
med the  Commission's  strong  support 
for  Inclusion  of  "sexual  preference"  as 
a  major  reform  of  the  Act.  Forest  stated 
|  that  "the  Commission  is  unequivocal  In 
lis  belief  thai  society  should  not,  in  the 
fields  of  employment,  housing  and 
services,  discriminate  against  people 
because  of  the  lifestyles  I  hey  choose  to 
live,  providing  the  practice  of  those 
styles  of  life  does  not  contravene  the 
law." 

With  the  tabling  of  the  Commission's 
report  in  the  Legislature  In  April,  and  the 
Human  Rights  Commission's  own  press 
release,  the  recommendations  made  to 
the  government  almost  two  years  ago 
have  finally  become  public.  For  the  first 
time  the  press  and  the  public  know  that 
sexual  preference  was  Included  along 
with  the  grounds  of  physical  char- 
acteristics, marital  status  and  source  of 
Income  as  major  recommendations  of 
the  Commission's  report. 

Beginning  early  In  1976.  the  Alberta 
Commission  heard  presentations  by 
public  groups  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  human  rights  legislation  con- 
tained In  the  Individual  Rights  Protec- 
tion Act  (IRPA).  The  presentations 
included  one  by  the  Gay  Alliance 
Towards  Equality  (GATE)  In  Edmonton. 
GATE  prepared  a  detailed  brief  arguing 
for  the  inclusion  of  sexual  preference  In 
the  IRPA.  The  brief  was  presented  lo  the 
Commission  and  distributed  to  all 
Alberta  MLAs.  In  September  of  1976,  the 
Commission  delivered  their  report  on 
reform  of  the  IRPA  to  Premier 
Lougheed's  Conservative  government. 
The  government  refused  to  release  any 
of  the  report's  recommendations  to  the 
public  until  the  report  was  tabled  In  the 
Legislature.  The  Commission  Itself  was 
refused  permission  to  release  its  own 
findings. 

That  the  report  contained  the 
recommendallon  lor  Inclusion  of  sexual 
preference,  however,  was  leaked  at  that 
time  to  GATE  by  sympathetic 
Commission  members.  Missing  the  op- 
portunity to  publicize  the  favourable 
recommendation,  GATE  Itself  chose  not 
to  release  the  Information  for  fear  of  jeo- 
pardizing the  Jobs  of  the  Informants 


I  within  the  Commission.  Instead,  the 
group  concentrated  on  forcing  the 

:  Conservative  government  to  introduce 
and  deal  with  the  report  as  a  whole. 
Over  one  and  a  half  years  later,  In 
early  Spring  ot  this  year,  the  govern- 
ment could  delay  no  longer  and  finally 
tabled  the  report,  promising  some 
reform  of  the  IRPA.  The  Human  Rights 
Commission,  however,  has  learned 

|  recently  that  "only  minor  changes.  If 

I  any,  will  be  made  and  that  the  major 
recommendations,  as  Included  in  the 
submission  lo  the  Minister  of  Labour  in 
September  of  1976.  will  not  be  made." 

Nell  Crawford,  Minister  of  Labour 
responsible  for  the  Human  Rights 
Commission,  has  made  It  clear  that  he 
does  not  support  Ihe  Inclusion  ot  sexual 
preference  In  the  IRPA.  This  spring  he 
went  on  record  as  stating  that  "any 
government  that  would  support  sexual 
preference  would  be  voted  out  of 
office." 

GATE,  meanwhile,  has  issued  a  press 
statement  protesting  the  government's 
Inaction,  and  plans  to  send  update  bull- 
etins to  Individual  MLAs  to  keep  the 
Issue  alive.  Bob  Radke  of  GATE 
expressed  the  group's  continuing  frus- 
tration: "confronting  the  government 
and  the  Human  Rights  Commission  at 
this  time  Is  like  pissing  In  the  wind." 

by  Bill  Lewis 

Canada  Day  becomes 
Gay  Day  in  Moose  Jaw 

MOOSE  JAW  —  While  the  rest  of  Can- 
ada celebrated  July  1st  with  traditional 
hoopla,  Moose  Jaw  Saskatchewan  was 
treated  to  a  large  dose  of  gay  liberation 
politics.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  lesbians, 
gay  men,  feminists  and  human  rights 
supporters  rallied  to  answer  Anita 
Bryant.  She  was  performing  In  Ihe 
city,  a  guest  of  the  Moose  Jaw 
Fellowship  for  Evangelism,  to  honour 
Canada  Day  and  Moose  Jaw's  diamond 
jubilee. 

The  singer  was  met  by  a  demon- 
stration of  over  ISO  people  In  what  was 
not  only  the  first  gay  rights  demon- 
stration In  Moose  Jaw.  but  one  of  the 
lew  such  protests  of  any  sort  In  the 
city.  In  a  show  of  Prairie  solidarity,  gays 
from  as  far  away  as  Calgary,  Edmonton, 
Brandon  and  Winnipeg  journeyed  to  join 
in  the  demonslration. 

The  protest  march  was  followed  by  an 
Interfaith  celebration  and  entertainment 
hosted  by  one  of  Canada's  newest  gay 


organizations,  Moose  Jaw  Gay 
Community.  The  day's  events  were 
sponsored  by  the  Saskatchewan  Coal- 
ition to  Answer  Anita  Bryant.  The 
Coalition  was  composed  of  some  30 
groups  throughout  the  province  and 
included  women's  centres,  student 
unions  and  the  Saskatchewan  Human 
Rights  Association.  Co-ordinating 
committees  set  up  in  Moose  Jaw, 
Regina.  and  Saskatoon  organized  public 
meetings  which  featured  showings  of 
Gay  USA,  the  new  feature  length  film 
which  includes  historic  footage  of  early 
gay  rights  marches. 

Media  attention  was  divided  equally 
between  pro  and  anti-gay  rights  forces 
and  much  coverage  centred  on  Renais- 
sance International,  the  group  which 
has  sponsored  many  of  Bryant's 
sojourns  lo  Canada.  The  national  TV 
news  on  July  1st  reported  that  5000 
turned  out  to  hear  the  anti-gay 
evangelist.  The  local  news  brought  the 
figure  down  lo  2000,  while  Brandon's 
dally  paper  counted  only  900.G 

Paper's  refusal 

to  accept  ad  prompts 

second  rights  hearing 

MONTREAL  —  The  Influential  dally  La 
Presse  has  refused  to  publish  a  classified 
advertisement  for  Jeunesse  Gaie  de 
Montreal  (JGM  —  Gay  Youth  of 
Montreal)  because  "we  don't  accept  this 
kind  of  ad." 

The  same  ad  had  been  accepted  by 
two  other  city  dallies  —  Montreal-Matin 
and  The  Montreal  Star. 

The  Quebec  Human  Rights 
Commission  has  announced  that  It  has 
accepted  the  complaint  filed  against  La 
Presse  by  JGM.  The  complaint  charges 
that  ihe  paper  violated  ihe  Quebec 
Human  Rights  Charter  which  prohibits 
discrimination  In  access  to  public 
services  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation. 

At  the  present  time  the  Commission 
Is  undertaking  an  investigation. 

The  ad  stated  simply:  "Gay  and  under 
21?  Join  Jeunesse  Gaiede  Montreal."  It 
then  gave  the  group's  address  and 
phone  number. 

The  Human  Rights  Commission 
inquiry  Is  especially  Important  for 
Montreal's  gay  and  lesbian  community 
since  this  is  only  the  second  time  that 
the  sexual  orientation  amendment  to 
the  Human  Rights  Charter  has  been  put 
to  the  test. 

As  an  article  explained  In  the  current 
issue  ol  Gallejs  du  Quebec,  the  monthly 
newspaper  of  the  Association  pour  les 
Droits  des  Gai(e)s  du  Quebec,  "Gay  and 
lesbian  Quebecois  must  demonstrate 
against  this  discriminatory  action  of  La 
Presse.  Now  is  the  time  to  defend  our 
rights  which  have  been  directly 
attacked  by  one  of  the  most  Important 
papers  in  Quebec! 

Readers  are  therefore  urged  lo 
Immediately  send  letters  of  protest  to 
La  Presse.:  Roger  Lemelin,  Editeur,  La 
Presse,  CP  4200,  Succ.  Place  d'Armes, 
Montreal,  Quebec. 

Copies  should  be  sent  to: 
Commission  des  Droits  de  la  Personne, 
360  rue  St-Jacques,  Montreal.  Quebec 
H2Y1P5,  and  Jeunesse  Gaiede 
Montreal,  CP  753.  Succ.  H.  Montreal. 
Quebec  H3G  2M7. 

by  Stuart  Russell  D 

Two  gay  youth 
acquitted  on  charge 

TORONTO  —  Ralph  Lesser  and  David 
Maclean,  two  members  of  Gay  Youth 
Toronto,  were  acquitted  June  8  of 
loitering  charges  laid  against  them 
January  13.  The  two  had  been  arrested 
at  the  end  of  an  evening  of  distributing 
flyers  for  an  Anti-Bryant  march  and  rally 

Provincial  Court  Judge  Hugh 
Zimmerman  concluded  that  although 
there  was  some  evidence  the  pair  had 
been  loitering  In  front  of  the  St.  Charles 


Tavern,  a  Yonge  Street  gay  bar.  the 
Crown  had  not  succeeded  In  proving 
that  they  had  In  anyway  obstructed 
anyone.  Obstructing  people  in  a  public 
place  Is  part  ot  the  Criminal  Code 
definition  of  loitering. 
definition  of  loitering 

Police  alleged  that  Maclean  and 
Lesser  had  gone  into  the  street  and 
stopped  cars.  They  also  claimed  that 
the  pair  had  stepped  in  front  of 
passersby  on  the  sidewalk,  and 
harangued  them  about  Anita  Bryant, 

Under  cross-examination  by  defence 
counsel  Ken  Danson.  police  admitted 
that  Maclean  and  Lesser  had  kept 
moving  all  evening  with  the  exception  of 
a  brief  stop  to  chat  with  some  gay 
people. 

The  judge  noted  that  If  what  Lesser 
and  Maclean  were  doing  constituted  a 
criminal  acl.  then  anyone  who  met  a 
friend  on  the  street  and  slopped  to  chat 
would  also  be  committing  a  crime.  He 
was  certain  that  Parliament,  in  enacting   | 
the  loitering  law.  could  not  have 
intended  this  result,  and  so  dismissed 
the  charges. 

by  PaulTrollope 

Psychs  form 
gay  caucus 

OTTAWA  —  A  task  force  on  the  status 
of  gay  and  lesbian  psychologists  has 
been  established  by  members  of  the 
Canadian  Psychological  Association 
(CPA). 

Seven  gay  and  lesbian  psychologists 
attended  the  founding  meeting  of  the 
task  force  this  June  during  the  CPA  an- 
nual meeting  In  Ottawa. 

"It  wasn't  much  of  a  start."  said  meet- 
ing coordinator  Gary  McDonald,  who 
holds  a  masters  degree  In  psychology 
from  Brandon  University.  But  he's  con- 
fident that  more  gay  men  and  lesbians 
will  join  the  Association  of  Gay  Psy- 
chologists (AGP)  from  among  the  2,300 
members  of  the  CPA. 

The  Canadian  AGP  Is  taking  its  lead 
from  an  American  association,  set  up  In 
1973,  which  started  with  fewer  than  a 
dozen  members  and  now  represents 
several  hundred. 

While  it  works  to  establish  a  gay 
association  wilhin  the  CPA,  said  Mc- 
Donald, the  task  force  will  also  survey 
Canadian  psychologists  lo  determine 
how  many  are  gay,  to  find  out  whether 
there  Is  anti-gay  dlscriminalion  within 
the  profession,  and  to  study 
mechanisms  for  referring  gay  patients 
to  gay  psychologists.O 

Gay  prisoners  get 
"special  treatment" 

TORONTO  —  According  to  a  spokes- 
person for  Ontario's  Minister  of  Correc- 
tional Services,  gay  men  ordered  Impris- 
oned In  Ontario's  correctional  system 
are  classified  as  maximum  security 
risks  and  put  In  a  special  protective  unit 
regardless  of  whether  the  "crime"  fo 
which  they  were  Imprisoned  has 
anything  to  do  with  sexuality  or  sex 
offenses. 

John  Edward-Evans,  head  social 
worker  of  the  maximum  security 
Mlllbrook  Correctional  Centre,  recently 
told  a  public  group  that  "sex  offenders 
and  abnormals  —  homosexuals,  rapists 
and  so  on"  were  all  classified  as  high 
rlskoffenders  and  placed  In  a  special 
solitary  confinement  wing  of  the 
Institution. 

When  TBP  contacted  the  office  of  the 
government  Corrections  Minister  for  a 
confirmation  of  the  policy,  a  spokes- 
person for  Minister  Frank  Drea  res- 
ponded that  "active  and  passive"  homo- 
sexuals were  classified  as  maximum 
security  risks  whenever  they  "created 
disorder  within  an  Institution"  or  when- 
ever their  "personal  safety"  was 
"endangered  by  their  homosexual 
acts  "  It  appears  as  If  any  openly  gay 
person  would  be  classified  as  such. 

by  Paul  Trollop* 
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Supreme  Court  quashes  TBP; 
obscenity  trial  delayed 


OTTAWA  —  Pink  Triangle  Press  will  not 
be  allowed  to  challenge  Ontario  Court 
rulings  upholding  the  legality  of  Ihe 
search  warrant  used  to  raid  TBFs  office 
last  December,  On  June  S,  a  three-man 
panel  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
dismissed  TBP's  application  for  leave  to 
appeal.  No  reasons  were  given  for  the 

The  effect  of  Ihe  refusal  Js  lhal  Ihe 
highest  court  In  Canada  has  given  legal 
sanction  lo  Ihe  vague,  broad  and  all- 
encompassing  lerms  of  the  search 
warrant  which  enabled  police  to  remove 
12  shipping  cases  of  material  from 
TBP's  office  following  the  publication  of 
Ihe  article  "Men  Loving  Boys  Loving 
Men"  In  the  December-January  issue  of 
the  paper. 

Pink  Triangle  Press  lawyer  Clayton 
Ruby  had  argued  thai  In  Issuing  a 
search  warrant  a  justice  of  Ihe  peace  Is 
required  (o  act  Judicially,  and  In  doing 
so  cannot  rely  solely  on  ihe  opinion  of 
ihe  police  to  Ihe  effect  that  something 
is  immoral  or  Indecent.  Reargued  that 
the  search  warrant  was  too  vague  in  that 
il  did  nol  specify  with  sufficient  particu- 
larity the  alleged  offence  in  relation  to 
which  the  search  was  being  made,  and 
trial  K  did  nol  clearly  stale  what 
materials  could  be  the  subject  of 
seizure.  The  words  of  Ihe  warrant 
allowed  police  lo  conduct  a  fishing  ex- 
pedition, Ruby  said. 

The  Supreme  Court's  refusal  lo  hear 
the  case  did  not  come  as  a  surprise.  The 
Court's  most  forceful  and  articulate 
liberal.  Chief  Justice  Bora  Laskin,  was 
in  hospital  and  thus  was  not  a  member      i 
of  the  panel  hearing  Ihe  application.  Mr. 
Justice  Martland  and  Mr.  Justice 
Ritchie,  who  did  hear  the  application, 
are  generally  seen  as  two  of  the  court's 


I  ultra-conservatives. 

Meanwhile,  the  police  have  been 
successful  In  obtaining  a  judge's 
authorization  to  retain  the  seized 
materials  for  at  least  12  additional 
months.  TBP  has  been  allowed  limited 
access,  however,  and  can  obtain  copies 
of  essential  financial  records  and  seized 
manuscripts  from  the  police  at  a  fee  of 
10  cents  a  page. 

by  Paul  Trollops 

TORONTO  —  The  Irlal  of  Pink  Triangle 
Press  and  its  three  directors,  Kenneth 
Popert.  Edward  Jackson  and  Gerald 
Harmon,  has  been  delayed.  The  case 
may  not  be  heard  until  the  first  week  of 
January. 

The  trial,  on  one  charge  of 
possession  of  obscene  material  for  the 
purpose  of  distribution  and  another 
charge  of  using  the  malls  for  the  trans- 
mission of  obscene,  indecent.  Immoral 
or  scurrilous  material,  was  to  have 
commenced  June  26  However.  Crown 
Attorney  Gerald  Wylle  requested  a  delay 
until  September  because  he  was  getting 
married  during  the  summer  and 
intended  to  leave  on  a  honeymoon  after 
the  wedding. 

It  Is  not  yet  known  whet  her  the  Crown 
will  proceed  by  indictment  or  by  way  of 
summary  conviction.  On  both  charges, 
the  prosecution  has  Ihe  choice  of 
proceeding  by  Indictment,  involving  a 
preliminary  hearing  before  the  trial  It- 
self, or  summarily,  Involving  a  less 
serious  trial  procedure,  a  quicker  resolu- 
tions the  matter  and  lesser  maximum 
penalties. 

Despite  two  court  appearances  by  the 
defendants,  the  new  trial  date  has  yet  to 
beset.  On  both  occasions  Crown 
Attorney  Wylle  failed  to  show  up.D 


Sociologists'  association  takes  gay 
rights  stand,  calls  for  dropping  of 
charges  against  TBP 


LONDON  —  The  Canadian  Sociology 
and  Anthropology  Association  (CSAA) 
has  taken  a  strong  stand  in  favour  of  gay 
rights,  and  called  on  the  Attorney 
General  of  Ontario  to  drop  charges 
against  The  Body  Politic. 

The  group  says  it  has  become  the 
first  professional  academic  group  In 
Canada  to  support  the  civil  rights  of 
homosexuals. 

Delegates  to  the  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  association  voted 
unanimously  May  31  to  pass  a  10-polnt 
resolution  sponsored  by  Barry  Adam. 
John  Lee.  Stephen  Murray,  Jim  Turk  and 
Lucille  Covelll. 

Among  other  things,  the  resolution 
called  for  Ihe  "inclusion  o(  the  term 
I  sexual  orientation  as  an  anti- 
discrimination provision  in  the  Human 
Rights  Codes  ol  each  province  (with  the 
exception  ol  Quebec  which  already  has 
done  so)  and  in  the  Canadian  Bill  o( 
1  Rights." 

The  CSAA  also  called  for  no 
discrimination  within  its  own  ranks,  and 
pledged  itself  to  oppose  "efforts  to 
undermine  Ihe  civil  rights  of 
homosexuals  through  the  distortion  or 
falsification  of  sociological  or 
anthropological  concepts  and 
research  " 

Three  o!  Ihe  recommendations  of  the 
resolution  related  to  The  Body  Politic 
case.  The  group  voted  to  call  on 
Attorney-General  Roy  McMurtry  to 
return  all  material  seized  during  the  raid 
on  the  paper's  office;  lo  destroy  all 
copies  of  tiles,  letters  and  subscription 
lists  made  by  the  police;  and  to  drop 
"the  fatuous  charge  of  'obscenity'  laid       ' 
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against  members  of  the  editorial 
collective." 

"We're  very  pleased  that  the 
association  has  taken  this  stand,*'  said 
Gerald  Hannon  of  TBP.  "It's  a  strongly 
worded  demand  and  it's  going  to  make 
our  defence  more  credible  yet." 

The  CSAA  represents  about  a 
thousand  sociologists  and 
anthropologists  from  across  Canada □ 


Commission  admits 
gay  rights  key  issue 

OTTAWA  —  Despite  continuing  oppo- 
sition from  many  Conservative.  Liberal 
and  Credillste  members  of  Parliament, 
the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission has  taken  a  strong  first  step 
toward  pressing  lor  an  amendment  to 
prohibit  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 

In  its  first  annual  report,  the  Com- 
mision  indicates  in  no  uncertain  terms 
that  "'the  tact  that  sexual  orientation  is 
not  Included  among  Ihe  proscribed 
grounds  of  discrimination"  continues  lo 
"arouse  criticism  of  the  legislation." 

The  Commission  notes  the  sexual  or- 
ientation issue  as  one  of  three  key 
issues  with  which  it  is  concerned,  Ihe 
other  two  being  rights  for  native  women 
and  equal  pay  (or  work  ol  equal  value. 
Furthermore.  Ihe  Commission  says  that 
it  is  going  lo  "undertake  research  so 
thatii  may  be  in  a  position  to  make  a 
recommendation  lo  Parliament  about 
this  Issue  In  its  second  annual  report."0 


T7i«Monir«ji  Ga;»rr«  ran  Ihla MlHorlal car- 
toon attar  Loma  Reinowakl,  newly  efcactad 
laadar  of  the  federal  Social  Cradll  Party, 
vowed  to  rid  tho  country  ol  homoaaxuala, 
aboriloniata  and  unscrupulous  bankers  [TBP. 
June-July  78|. 

Maamvhils.  ihe  Social  Credit  Party  In  the 
Papa-Danlorth  area  ol  Toronto  has  bean  dis- 
tributing leaflets  which,  among  other  things, 
pledged  "to  gat  the  homos  off  lha  TV  and 
have  their  perversions  curad/'D 


Tory  Cabinet  opposes  rights  code 
change  says  government  source 


TORONTO  —  Ontario's  Conservative 
government  has  confidential  research 
information  showing  that  it  would  lose 
more  votes  than  it  would  gain  If  It  amen- 
ded the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code  to 
include  sexual  orientation  as  a  prohib- 
Itedground  of  discrimination.  The 
Cabinet  has  therefore  decided  not  to 
introduce  such  an  amendment  at  the 
present  time,  TBP  has  learned. 

The  provincial  Cabinet  and  a  lew 
insiders  met  privately  several  times 
recently  to  discuss  a  number  of  issues 
concerning  government  policy  and 
legislative  proposals.  At  one  of  these 
meetings  It  was  revealed  that  a  decision 
had  been  made  not  to  amend  the  Code 
because  ol  Ihe  research  results, 
according  to  a  reliable  source  close  to 
Premier  William  Davis. 

It  Is  well  known  that  governments 
employ  research  firms  to  Investigate 
potential  voter  reaction  to  proposed 
legislation,  but  it  was  not  previously 
known  that  the  government  had  this 


information  on  Ihe  sexual  orientation 
proposal  and  that  the  adverse  decision 
had  been  made  on  that  basis. 
Previously,  government  sources  had  in- 
dicated that  sexual  orientation  would  be 
Included  If  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission's  report  recommended  It. 
The  reason  that  this  is  no  longer  the 
case,  according  to  our  source,  is  the 
media-created  anti-gay  climate  in 
Ontario  slnces  the  Jaques  murder  case. 
Previously,  the  government  believed 
that  It  would  be  generally  praised  If  it 
amended  the  Code  to  Include  sexual 
orientation,  and  that  criticism  would  not 
be  significant.  With  the  advent  ol  an 
anti-gay  backlash,  however,  Ihe 
government  Is  said  to  I  ear  loss  of  votes 
In  an  already  light  minority  situation  II  it 
Introduced  the  amendment.  On  a 
member-by-member  basis,  Ihe  cabinet 
Is  known  to  be  divided  on  the  Issue,  but 
apparently  the  possibility  of  lost  votes 
has  taken  precedence  over  principle. 

byP«ulTrollopa)D 


Library  strike  vote: 

,  gay  rights  at  issue 

I 

i    TORONTO  —  The  Toronto  Library 

Board,  which  administers  Toronto's 
,   new  30  million  dollar  Central  Reference 

Library,  is  laced  with  possible  strike 

■  action  by  one  of  the  two  union  locals  re- 

!  presenting  workers  at  the  facility.  The 

The  local  has  been  without  a  contract 

I   since  the  beginning  of  theyear. 

Demands  for  flexible  working  hours, 
I   guaranteed  placement  elsewhere  In  the 
|   system  for  members  displaced  by  tech- 
nological change,  and  the  sexual  orien- 
tation demand  were  outstanding  Issues 
:   that  prompted  local  1582's  strike  vote. 
Management  claimed  agreement  In 
principle  with  all  Ihree  demands,  but  re- 
fused to  include  any  of  them  in  the 
contract.  They  offered  instead  "letters 
of  intent"  which  do  nol  permit  union 
members  to  file  official  grievances  over 
,   violations. 

Regarding  the  sexual  orientation 
clause.  Rob  Laycock,  gay  activist  and 
CUPE  1582  vice-president,  explained: 
!  "Management  has  said  ihat  they're 
afraid  to  set  a  precedent.  That's  a  pretty 
weak  argument  considering  that  both 
ol  her  major  library  boards  in  Toronto. 
University  of  Toronto  and  Toronto 
Public  Libraries,  already  have  such 
clauses.  There  have  been  rumours  that 
board  members  have  threatened  lo 
resign  if  we  win  this  demand. 

Laycock  pointed  out  that  "Libraries 
are  one  ol  the  fields  where  gay  women 
and  men  are  traditionally  employed.  Our 
local  has  a  long  and  feminist  tradition, 
for  instance.  Many  of  us  at  Metro 
Central  are  openly  gay  Management's 
3trong  resistance  can't  helpoul  make 
us  wonder " 

byChrisBoavehelia 


Proposed  constitution 
criticized  by  NGRC 

OTTAWA  —  The  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  has  condemned  Prime 
Minister  Trudeau's  draft  bill  on  a  new 
constitution.  The  bill  includes  a 
provision  for  a  Charter  of  Human  Rights 
and  Freedoms,  but  does  not  include 
"sexual  orientation"  among  the 
prohibited  categories  of  discrimination. 

As  proposed,  the  bill  would  ban 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race, 
national  or  ethnic  origin,  colour, 
religion,  sex,  language  or  age. 

In  a  statement  issued  June  21.  the 
Coalition  condemned  "the  failure  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  provide  human  rights 
for  homosexual  Canadians...." 

John  Duggan,  spokesperson  lor  the 
Coalition,  went  on  to  say  that  "Mr 
Trudeau's  omission  is  short-sighted  and 
Ignores  the  social  changes  of  the  past 
decade.  An  Increasing  number  of 
homosexual  Canadians  are  living 
openly  as  gays,  and  thus  need  legal 
protection  from  discrimination  to 
ensure  the  same  opportunities  in 
employment  that  other  Canadians 
enjoy." 

He  also  noted  that  a  majority  of 
Canadians  support  such  a  change, 
according  loa  Gallup  Poll  made  public 
last  year. 

"As  well,"  said  Duggan,  "Trudeau's 
own  party  has  adopted  a  resolution 
calling  lor  any  future  or  revised 
constitution  to  guarantee  rights  and 
freedoms  to  gay  Canadians.  He's  just 
ignored  it  completely." 

Canada  is  unique  among  western 
democracies  In  that  it  does  not  have  the 
power  lo  alter  its  constitution.  That 
document,  called  the  British  North 
America  Act,  was  enacted  by  the  British 
Parliament  and  still  resides  at 
Westminster.  The  Canadian  provinces 
have  been  unable  to  agree  on  a  formula 
lor  its  repatriation.  U 
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The  Toronto  Son  would  like  you  to  be 

a  "decent  homosexual." 

Watch  out. 

The  decent  homosexual  is  a  fool. 


Catholic  school  commission  found 
guilty  in  first  case  under  new  law 


MONTREAL  —  The  refusal  of  the  Com- 
mission des  Ecoles  Cathollques  de 
Montreal  (CECM  —  Montreal  Catholic 
School  Commission)  to  rent  its  facilities 
to  a  gay  rights  group  constllutes  a  dis- 
criminatory act  and  an  at  lack  against 
both  freedom  of  assembly  and  Iree  ex- 
pression guaranteed  by  the  Quebec 
Human  Rights  Charter 

This  was  the  final  conclusion  of  an 
inquiry  report  released  In  June  by  the 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Commission. 
The  organization  was  Invesllgating  a 
complaint  filed  last  April  by  the  Associ- 
ation pour  les  Droits  des  Gal(e)s  du 
Quebec  (AOGQ) 

It  was  the  first  time  that  the  Com- 
mission had  Investigated  a  complaint 
charging  discrimination  on  Ihe  basis  ot 
sexual  orientation. 

Last  April  the  CECM  refused  to  rent 
Ihe  Cardinal  Newman  School  hall  to 


AOGQ  to  hold  an  orientallon  confer- 
ence The  school  commission  took  the 
1  action,  "fearing  the  possible  reper- 
'  cusslons  on  the  education  of  the 
CECM's  children."  [TBP,  May  1978) 
In  Its  examination  of  the  case,  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  re|ected  the 
allegations  of  the  CECM.  They  conclu- 
ded that  Catholicism  condemns  not 
homosexuals  but  rather  homosexual  acts. 
1  At  no  time  did  the  CECM  explain  that 
'  such  acts  might  occur  during  the  con- 
ference with  the  alleged  "negative  re- 
percussions" on  "Its"  children. 
!       The  Human  Rights  Commission 
|  therefore  found  the  CECM  in  violation 
I  of  sections  10  and  12  ot  the  Human 
,  Rights  Charier.  Its  next  step  will  be  to 
:  lormulate  specific  recommendations  to 
the  CECM 

by  Stuart  Russell  D 
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Marchers  sutfle  past  police  headquarters  In 


Two  hundred  march  to  protest  repression 


MONTREAL  —  About  200  enthusiastic 
lesbians  and  gay  men  marched  through 
the  sireets  of  Montreal  June  17  to 
protest  ongoing  repression  and  dis- 
crimination against  this  city's  gay 
community 

The  demonstration  was  called  in  res- 
ponse to  several  concrete  cases  of 
repression  and  discrimination.  The 
Montreal  Catholic  School  Commission 
has  refused  to  rent  Us  facilities  to  the 
Association  pour  les  Droits  des  Gal(e)s 
du  Quebec  (ADGQ);  the  Montreal  "pro- 
life"  group  denounced  the  adoption  of 
Bill 88 {adding  "sexual  orientation"  to 
the  Quebec  Human  Rights  Charter); 
antigay  police  harassment  continues, 
and  the  Truxx  trials  had  just  begun. 

One  of  Ihe  highlights  ot  the  protest 
was  the  impressive  participation  of 
women  —  about  hall  the  demonstration 
marched  In  the  lesbian  contingent 
called  by  Coop  Femmes.  Under  Ihe 
banner  "Lesbians,  we're  suffocating 
under  our  masks,"  several  women  wore 
brown  paper  bags  while  others  took  part 
in  a  spirited  musical  band. 

The  militant  and  festive  mood  of  the 
demonstrators  was  reflected  in  the 
slogans:  "Down  with  police 
repression,"  "Gays,  lesbians.  Into  the 
streets  —  It's  only  a  beginning,"  "Drop 
the  charges  against  the  Tnjxx  accused," 
and  "Gays,  women,  lesbians,  unite  — 
same  enemy,  same  fight." 

These  were  only  some  of  the  many 
slogans  chanted  as  the  march  filed  by 
the  Main  Police  Headquarters  and  City 
Hall  on  Its  way  to  a  rally  at  Vlger  Square 
In  east-end  Montreal. 

Speakers  at  the  rally  included  Marcel 
Pleau  for  ADGQ,  Mark  Wilson  for  the 
Comlte  de  Soutlen  aux  Accuses  du 
Truxx  (Support  Committee  for  the  Truxx 
B/Body  Politic 


Accused),  and  several  lesbians 
including  writer  Jeanne-d'Arc  Jutras.  A 
message  of  solidarity  from  the 
Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  was  also  read. 

by  Sluart  Russell 


New  rights  group 
adopts  gay  concerns 

WINNIPEG  —  The  newly  constituted 

Manitoba  Association  tor  Righls  and 
Liberties  has  formed  a  committee  on 
sexual  orientation.  The  organization 
was  formed  early  this  year  in  Winnipeg 
by  an  ad  hoc  group  of  Individuals 
concerned  with  civil  rights.  II  sees  Its 
role  both  as  that  of  a  watchdog  on  the 
enforcement  o'  Ihe  present  Manitoba 
Human  Rights  Act  by  the  Human  Righls 
Commission,  and  as  a  lobbying  group  to 
recommend  reform  of  ihe  present 
legislation. 

The  Sexual  Orientation  Committee 
held  their  first  meeting  early  In  June  and 
adopted  a  wide-ranging  list  ot  priorities. 
The  group  has  elected  to  push  for 
inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  In  the 
Human  Rights  Act.  tor  the  discounting 
of  sexual  oriental  ion  as  a  factor  in  child 
custody  cases,  tor  an  end  to  dis- 
crimination against  gay  women  and 
men  in  Ihe  Armed  Forces  and  an  end  to 
police  harassment  of  gays. 

Marion  Packham,  a  social  worker,  and 
Chris  Vogel,  a  Manitoba  government 
employee,  were  elected  co- 
chairpersons  of  the  Committee,  vogel 
has  Indicated  that  the  Committee  is 
hopeful  they  can  influence  reform  of  the 
Manitoba  Human  Rights  Act.  O 


Arts  Council  split 
over  TBP  grant 

Secretary  resigns  over  issue 

TORONTO  —  Events  surrounding  an 
Ontario  Arts  Council  decision  to  reserve 
ludgement  on  TBP's  grant  application 
has  prompted  the  resignation  of  one  Ot 
Ihe  Council's  employees. 

Karsten  Kossman.  secretary  to  Film 
and  Literary  Officer  Steve  Stevanovlc, 
resigned  June  29  to  protest  the  way 
Council  has  handled  78P'sapp1lcatlon. 
In  a  statement  to  T8P.  he  said  "I've  re- 
signed over  the  general  attitude  ot 
Council  over  Ihe  last  six  months  since 
the  raid  on  your  office  At  the  moment  I 
can't  be  too  specific  —  but  something 
that  happened  during  the  June  Council 
meeting  finally  made  up  my  mind.  It 
wasn't  the  deferment  —  thai  has 
happened  before.  But  I'm  not  at  liberty 
to  discuss  what  did  happen." 

When  grant  awards  were  announced 
at  the  end  of  June,  no  mention  was 
made  of  TBP's  granl  application.  The 
paper  has  since  been  Informed  that 
Council  had  reserved  ludgement  until 
Its  September  sitting.  No  reason  was 
given  for  the  delay 

Literary  officer  Stevanovic  has  told 
T8P  that  such  delays  occur  from  lime  to 
,  time  when  Council  feels  it  needs  more 
'  Information,  when  the  circumstances  ot 
,  the  publication  might  change,  or  for  a 
variety  of  other  reasons. 

"Council  won't  know  anything  In 
September  that  II  doesn't  know  now," 
said  TBP  collective  member  Gerald 
Hannon  "This  looks  like  an  attempt  to 
postpone  a  decision  until  the  heat's  oil 
But  Council's  naive  II  they  think  a  two- 
month  wait  will  make  any  difference." 
"Kossman's  resignation  leads  me  to 
suspect  that  some  things  I've  felt  about 
the  Arts  Council  may  be  true," 
continued  Hannon.  "That  there  may  be 
an  anti-gay  bias  at  work  there,  and  that 
they  are  by  no  means  Immune  to 
political  pressure.  I  don't  know  how  else 
to  explain  Ihe  shameful  way  we've  been 
treated  in  our  dealings  with  Council 


He  noted  that  there  had  been  no  reply 
from  Council  to  the  paper's  protest  at 
being  dropped  from  the  Experience  '78 
program.  "The  Canadian  Periodical 
Publishers'  Association  has  protested 
on  our  behalf,  and  Ihey  have  heard 
nothing  either,"  he  added.  "They 
accused  the  OAC  ol  finding  us  guilty 
before  Ihe  courts  have  —  and  1  think 
that's  what  has  happened. 

"The  real  test  will  come  In 
September.  We've  heard  rumours  of 
other  resignations  pending  II  TSP  isn't 
awarded  a  grant." 

TBP  had  applied  this  year  for  a  grant 
ol  over  $8000.  □ 

Supreme  Court 
delays  Tide  case 

OTTAWA  —  The  Supreme  Court  ot  Can- 
adahas  postponed  until  next  autumn 
hearing  an  appeal  on  what  has  been 
called  its  "first  gay  rights  case." 

The  court  has  been  expected  to  hear 
thecase  during  the  week  ot  June  12. 
However,  a  spokesperson  explained 
June  16  that  overcrowding  on  the 
court's  list  had  forced  the  delay. 

The  appeal  is  being  brought  by  the 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  in  Van- 
couver. The  group  is  appealing  a  British 
Columbia  Court  of  Appeal  ruling  that 
upheld  the  Vancouver  Sun's  relusai  to 
carry  an  advertisement  for  its  paper. 
Gay  Tide.  D 


WARNING 

TSPrias  learned  that  Melro  Toronto 
Police  are  considering  using  plain- 
clothes cops  to  make  arresls  in  Winston 
Churchill  Park.  Gays  cruising  In  Toronto 
park  areas  should  lake  precautions 
against  being  entrapped. Q 


Decent  homosexuals 

,  An  analysis  by  Ken  Popert 

I  The  Toronto  Sun's  editorial  page  Is  the 
I  last  place  you'd  expect  to  find  refer- 
ences to  "decent  homosexuals."  And 
yet.  that  very  phrase  has  appeared  there 
several  times  during  the  past  year,  a 
year  in  which  the  tabloid's  owners  have 
made  much  capital  (literally)  from  the 
exploitation  of  tear  and  ignorance  about 
gay  people. 

But  this  is  no  inconsistency  In 
editorial  policy;  Ihe  decent  homosexual 
Is  a  fundamental  element  In  the  Sun's       , 
Ideological  war  against  homosexuales- 
blan  liberation. 

"In  the  Emmanuel  Jaques  case  it  is 
noi  'decent'  homosexuals  who  should 
teel  threatened,  but  the  depraved  ones 
who  give  homosexuality  a  bad  name 
and  who  seem  anxious  to  gain  recruits, 
create  a  new  'normality,'  and  who  thirst 
for  political  power."  So  wrote  Sun  editor 
Peter  Worthinglon  last  August  16. 
(Don't  be  confused  by  Worthlngton's 
quotation  marks  —  he  uses  them  with 
the  precision  of  a  drunken  drag  queen 
applying  facial  glitter.  They  mean 
nothing  in  particular.) 

This  thoughtful  analysis  of  gay  activ- 
ists as  "depraved  homosexuals"  was 
later  refined  in  an  editorial  (March  23) 
which  characterized  us  as  "dingbats 
1  and  creeps." 

And  then  there  is  the  Sun's  darling, 
the  decent  homosexual:  "he  doesn't 
flaunt  his  abnormality,  he  doesn't  pros- 
elytize, he  seems  a  conscientious  par- 
ent, is  discreet  and  maintains  privacy  In 
matters  that,  heterosexual  or  homo- 
'  sexual,  are  essentially  personal 

matters."  (editorial,  March  23). 
■      Themessage.lhen.lsthattheSun's     , 
I  anti-homosexual  campaign  Is  not  aimed  i 

at  discreet  homosexuals,  but  at  the 
1  "depraved  homosexuals"  (read:  "gay  ac- 
tivists")  who  "thirst  for  political  power" 
(read: "seek  equality  In  employment  and  ' 
housing"). 

The  political  significance  of  this 
stance  is  obvious.  The  decent  homosexual   j 
Is  adoseted  homosexual  whose  dearest 
wish  in  life  is  lo  escape  detection;  he 
i  could  go  through  life  unnoticed,  unmen-  i 
I  tioned  and  unmolested  by  the  Sun  if 
only  gay  activists  would  stop  making 
such  a  fuss;  and  therefore  he  should 
slay  away  from  those  who  claim  to  be 
fighting  for  his  rights. 

This  truce  proposed  by  the  right  wing 

over  the  heads  of  the  gay  movement,  as 

j  It  were,  is  probably  convincing  to  some 

I  ot  the  closeted.  But  the  truce  is  offered 

with  an  utter  lack  of  sincerity. 

Consider  what  happened  to  two  non- 
militant  men  who  had  the  bad  luck  to  be 
'  minor  figures  in  a  slory  which  drew  the 
Sun's  attention  earlier  this  year. 
The  two  men  were  living  together  in  a 
1  cottage  near  Windsor.  Last  September, 
four  men  —  one  of  them  armed  —  and  a 
woman  appeared  at  the  cottage.  Inside, 
the  tour  men  preceded  to  sexually 
abuse  the  woman.  Finally,  Ihey 
bludgeoned  her  to  death. 

One  occupant  ot  the  cottage  came 
forward  as  a  witness  at  the  trial  which 
stretched  over  a  period  of  two  weeks. 
True  to  its  morblt  editorial  policies,  the 
Sun  paid  great  attention  to  this  trial, 
publishing  almost  dally  reports. 
As  you  might  expect,  the  term 
"heterosexual"  was  never  used  In  con- 
nection with  the  tour  sadistic  rapists 
and  murderers.  But  someone  else's 
sexuality  was  dwelt  upon.  Sun  reporters 
Jan  Louder  and  Debbie  Read  were 
careful  to  name  not  just  the  witness,  but 
also  his  lover  and  to  Identify  them  as 
homosexuals.  One  of  ihe  stories  was 
written  in  such  a  way  that  the  casual 
reader  could  easily  nave  gained  the 
impression  that  the  two  gay  men  were 
accomplices  in  the  crime. 

Thedecent  homosexual,  finally,  is  an  , 
unorganized  homosexual,  an  isolated 
homosexual,  a  defenceless  homo- 
sexual. He  Is  dependent  upon  the  cap- 
ricious benevolence  of  the  political  right 
tor  his  well  being  Thedecent  homo- 
i     sexual  is  a  fool.  D 

August  1978 


Police  attack  gay  solidarity  march 


A  peaceful  Mardi  Gras  celebrating  Inter- 
national Homosexual  Solidarity  Day 
was  attacked  by  police  Saturday  June 
2t  <n  Sidney.  Australia. 

The  military  style  attack  came 
without  warning  a'ler  the  police  had 
confiscated  the  public  address 
system.  The  organizers  were  therefore 
prevented  from  ashing  the  crowd  of 
2000  to  disperse  None  of  the  attaching 
officers  wore  Ihelr  Identification 
badges 

Twenty-three  women  and  thirty  men 
were  detained  and  fingerprinted.  They 
were  held  from  6  to  to  hours  before 
being  Informed  of  charges  against 
Ihem.  The  23  women  were  held  for  4 
hours  in  a  cell  designed  tor  2  occu- 
pants, One  man  was  beaten 


unconscious  and  was  not  allowed  medi- 
cal attention  until  five  hours  later. 

After  the  attack  those  not  arrested 
regrouped  and  proceded  en  masse  to 
the  Darlinghursl  police  station  where 
they  remained  until  morning,  singing 
and  chanting  in  support  of  those  de- 
tained inside. 

Lawyers  and  doctors  who  attempted 
to  enter  the  station  to  see  clients  and 
Injured  were  threatened  by  police  with 
charges  of  trespass  and  denied  access. 

The  following  Monday,  police  officers 
without  court  authorization  and  some- 
times without  proper  Identification  pre- 
vented people,  Including  several  of 
those  charged,  from  entering  the  court 
dealing  with  the  cases. 

The  Australian  National  Times  called 


Sidney  police  prevent  gays  Irom  entering  the 


the  Incldenl  "the  most  serious... since 
Wran's  Government  look  office." 
Refering  lo  police  action  outside  the 
courtrooms,  the  paper  concluded  "It  is 
not  Just  a  quest  Ion  of  homosexual 
rights,  not  only  a  question  of  civil 
liberties  and  the  abuse  ot  police 
procedure.  Last  Monday  for  a  few  hours 
the  police  appeared  to  be  contesting  the  , 
authority  of  the  courts." 

The  Gay  Solidarity  Group  (GPO  Box 
5074  Sydney  2001)  is  asking  thai  letters     ! 
and  telegrams  be  sent  to  Nevill  Wran 
(Premier  of  New  South  Wales)  and  Frank 


Walker  (Atlorney  General),  Parliament 
House,  Sydney  NSW,  Australia  2000, 
requesting  a  public  Inquiry  into  the 
police  violence,  and  an  Investigation 
Into  the  removal  of  police  Ideniification 
badges  TheGSG  isalsodemandlng 
thai  all  charges  be  dropped  and  that  all 
police  officers  involved  in  the  attach  be 
suspended.  Gay  groups  Irom  across 
Australia  and  around  the  world  are 
rallying  lo  the  defense  of  those  charged. 
TBP  strongly  recommends  that  Canad- 
ian and  American  groups  make  their 
protest  hnown.  O 


Briggs  on  November  ballot, 
gay  resistance  mounts 

Organizations  opposing  the  Brlgg's 
Inlllallve  are  springing  up  across 
California. 

The  initiative,  which  calls  lor  (he 
firing  of  gay  leachers  or  any  leachers  In 
the  Slate  who  support  gay  rights,  has 
qualified  for  a  plebiscite  In  this  year's 
November  election. 

Already  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  The  California  Federation  of 
Teachers  and  The  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  have  launched  law- 
suits lo  remove  the  measure  from  the 
ballot. 

At  a  meeting  kicking  off  the  cam- 
paign ot  the  Bay  Area  Committee 
Agalnsl  Ihe  Brlgg's  Initiative,  San  Fran- 
cisco City  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  de- 
manded that  the  Carter  administration 
lake  a  stand  lo  defend  gay  civil  rights. 
State  Governor  Jerry  Brown.  San 
Francisco  mayor  George  Moscone  and 
a  number  of  California's  labour  unions 
have  promised  lo  actively  campaign  on 
behalf  of  gay  leachers. 

Folkslnger  Joan  Bae2  was  among 
several  performers  to  sing  al  a  "Stop 
Briggs  Concert"  In  Santa  Monica  June 
7  —  the  first  anniversary  of  the  Dade 
County  defeat.  Frank  VbI,  a  long  time 
gay  activist,  has  announced  a  1200  mile 
walk  across  the  stale  to  publicize  the 
campaign  against  the  anti-gay  proposal. 

Supervisor  Milk  and  San  Francisco 
State  University  professor  Sally  Gear- 
hart  have  formed  a  "Fund  to  Defeat  the 
Brigg's  Initiative  "  The  fund  will  dis- 
tribute money  to  Ihe  many  smaller  local 
campaigns  across  the  stale. 

The  financial  report  which  Briggs  was 
required  to  Issue  alter  withdrawing  from 
ihe  Stale's  Republican  Gubernalorial 
primaries  throws  light  on  Ihe  sources  of 
his  support.  A  number  of  large  banking 
institutions  (Including  the  Chartered 
Bar*  of  London),  one  ol  Ihe  largesi  gas 
companies,  and  the  Atlantic  Richfield 
Company  have  all  given  large  donations 
lohls  campaign.  □ 

100,000  march  for  ERA 

In  Washington's  largest  demonstration 
since  the  Viet  Nam  War,  over  100.000 
women,  children  and  men  marched  July 
9  to  demand  a  seven  year  extension  of 
the  March  1979  deadline  for  ratification 
of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA). 

The  ERA,  which  will  amend  Ihe 
American  Conslitutlon  to  make  discrim- 
ination agalnsl  women  illegal,  has 
already  been  approved  by  Congress. 
Thirty-eight  of  Ihe  fifty  slates  must 
ratify  Ihe  change  in  order  for  It  lo 
become  law.  So  far  ihirty  five  States 
have  given  their  ratlficlallon.  Women's 
movement  leaders  tear  thai  If  three 
more  states  do  not  express  their 
support  before  March  the  measure  will 


Rallies  In  support  ot  Ihe  extension  of 
the  deadline  were  held  in  cities  across 
the  US.  □ 
Augusl  1978 


Israeli  lesbians  confront 
women's  movement 

Isreali  lesbians  confronted  Ihe 
country's  (eminlsl  movement  ala 
Women's  Conference  In  Be'erShevaon 
May  1.  Twenty  members  of  Isreal's  new 
Lesbian  Feminist  Movement  stood  lo 
support  a  statement  demanding  the 
recognition  of  lesbians  wilhln  the 
country's  growing  women's  movement. 

The  Isreall  women's  movement  was 
originally  begun  by  American  Immi- 
grants who  refused  lo  accept  the  de- 
graded position  of  women  In  the 
counlry.  II  has  recenlly  been  receiving 
growing  support  from  native  bom 
"sabras"  and  women  coming  to  Isreal 
from  African  and  Moslem  countries.  □ 


Greeks  fight  "acts 
against  nature"  law 

TheGreek  Gay  Liberation  Movement 
(AKOE)  has  taken  up  the  Struggle  agalnsl 
anew  anti-gay  law  soon  lobe  Intro- 
duced into  the  Greek  Parliament  by  a 
right  wing  representative.  The  proposed 
lawwas  first  considered  during  the 
military  dictatorship  several  years  ago 
bullhe  generals  were  overthrown 
before  the  measure  could  be  put  into 
effect. 

The  law  would  make  Ihe  transmission 
of  venereal  disease  a  criminal  offense 
and  links  homosexuallly  with  VD.  II  pro- 
poses prison  terms  of  up  to  one  year  for 
any  man  who  In  a  public  place  "displays 
theevident  Iniention  of  attracting  other 
men  to  commit  acts  against  nature." 

An  AKOE  petition  denouncing  Ihe 
proposed  law  has  been  signed  by  such 
prominent  European  intellectuals  as 
Simone  de  Beauvoir,  Maria  Antoniella 
Macclochi,  Nicos  Poulantzas,  Jean-Paul 
Sartre,  Louis  Althusser.  and  film-maker 
Costa  Gavras.Q 

French  psych  banned 

A  child  psychiatrist  on  the  French  is- 
land of  La  Reunion  has  been  forbidden 
topraclice  for  six  monlhs  by  the  French 
National  Physician's  Council.  He  had 
been  accused  of  having  homosexual 
relations  with  adolescent  boys. 

The  Ordre  des  Medecins  claims  that 
Or  Andre  Bulsson  exhibils  "deep  ten- 
dencies incompatible  with  medical 

Bulsson  has  received  support  from 
fellow  doctors,  social  workers  and  Ihe 
general  public  on  the  island,  and  a 
petition  is  presently  being  circulated 
against  the  Council's  arbitrary  action. 

On  June  20  the  Health  Action  Move- 
ment, The  French  Psychiatric  Union,  Ihe 
French  General  Practi  I  loner's  Union, 
The  Paris  Gay  Information  Centre 
(ALEPH),  and  the  Paris  Gay  Liberation 
Movement,  co-sponsored  a  public 
meeting  in  Paris  on  the  doclor's  behalf. 

Bulsson  himself  is  refusing  to  accept 
the  Council's  ban  and  has  continued  to 
worksince  his  suspension  on  April  i 


WHO's  sick 

Gaygroups  from  Finland,  Sweden,  Den- 
'  mark  and  Norway  met  InSlockholm 
I    June  3  to  discuss  ways  to  have  homc- 
I  sexuality  removed  from  the  Inler- 
1  national  Classification  of  Diseases  list 

put  oul  by  the  World  Health 

Organlzalion  (WHO). 
WHO  Is  planning  to  revise  Us  disease 
:    list  In  1968.  Homosexuality  is  presently 

listed  as  disease  number  302.0 

Presbyterians  vote  no 

|  After  a  long  debate,  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA)  meeting  In  San  Diego  voted  May 
22  lo  disapprove  of  the  ordination  ol 
"Self  alfirming,  practicing,  homosexual 
persons,"  while  supporting  civil  and 
human  rights  (or  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

The  policy  statement  does  not  ex- 
clude gays  from  membership  and  leaves 
the  final  decision  on  ordination  up  to 
local  presbyteries.  The  issue  had  split 
the  church  since  last  January  when  a 
commissioned  report  on  homosexuality 
came  out  In  favour  of  the  ordination  of 
gays,  a 

Eurocourt  hears  2nd  case 

The  European  Commission  of  Human 
Rights  has  agreed  to  hear  a  second 
case  which  will  challenge  anti-gay  laws 
in  England  and  Wales. 

Peter  Wells,  a  south  English  business- 
man, was  sentenced  to  2 1/2  years  in 
prison  in  1974  for  engaging  In  sex  wilh 
two  18-year-old  men,  one  of  whom  Is 
slillhls  lover. 

Wells  is  claiming  lhat  his  proseculion 
and  imprisonment  violated  three  ar- 
ticles of  the  European  Convention  on 
Human  Rlghls  lo  which  the  UK  Is  a 
signatory. 

In  March  Ihe  Slrasbourg  court  also 
agreed  to  hear  the  case  of  a  Belfast  man 
who  is  challenging  the  Northern  Ireland 
laws  against  any  kind  of  homosexual 
relations.  Boih  cases  are  expected  lo  be 
heard  laler  this  year, □ 

Fascists  hit  second  gay  bar 

A  second  English  gay  bar  has  been  at- 
tacked by  National  Front  members,  an 
anti-gay  fascist  organlzalion. 

The  Fenton  Hoiel  in  Leeds  is  fre- 
quented by  gays  afler  local  Gay  Libera- 
tion Fron!  meetings  on  Tuesday  nights. 
On  May  23  between  fifteen  and  twenty     I 
fascists  in  para-mllltary  uniform  forced 
their  way  into  Ihe  crowded  bar  and 
began  throwing  glasses.  Although 
police  were  called  immediately,  Ihey  did  ' 
not  arrive  until  well  after  the  gang  had 
left.  No  arrests  were  made. 

One  gay  man  may  lose  the  sight  In  his  ' 
right  eye  and  several  ol  her  men  and 
women  were  treated  for  cuts  and 
bruises. 

Several  National  Front  members  were 
identified  among  ihe  altackers,  and  Ihe 
Leeds  Chapler  of  the  Anti-Nazj  League 
is  pressing  the  police  tor  their  arrest, 
The  Front  had  Irashed  a  well  known 
London  bar  in  January.D 


Huge 


demos  mark 
Pride  USA 


Gay 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  supporters  marched  June  25  in 
Gay  Pride  demonslratlons  In  different 
I  US  cities. 

i  In  San  Francisco  300,000  people 
I  turned  out  lo  hear  City  Supervisor 
I   Harvey  Milk  demand  that  President 

Carter  speak  out  on  behalf  of  human 
|   rights  for  gays. 

In  New  York  85,000  marched  up  Fifth 
I  Ave  and  demanded  that  Ihe  Lesbian  and 
,  Gay  Rlghls  Bill  be  passed  In  City 
I  Council.  Over  50  groups  representing  a 
wide  spectrum  of  activist,  social 
service,  religious,  and  professional  or- 
'  ganlzatlons  look  part  In  the  march.  June 
18  to  25  had  previously  been  declared 
"Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  Week"  by  New 
York  Mayor  Edward  Koch. 

Rallies  in  Houston  and  Chicago  drew 
Ihree  thousand  demonstrators  each, 
while  five  thousand  marched  In  Boston 
June  17.  D 

NZBC  bans  "Glad  to  be  gay" 

Radio  New  Zealand,  part  of  the  New 
Zealand  Broadcasllng  Corporalion,  has 
banned  (he  Tom  Robinson  Band  song 
"Glad  to  Be  Gay."  Robinson's  band, 
considered  one  of  the  most  importanl  of 
the  new  wave  of  British  rock  groups, 
leatures  hard  hitling  pro-gay,  anti-racist, 
and  anll-raclsl  lyrics. 

The  Wellinglon  Gay  Liberation  Group 
has  denounced  the  ban  as  "blatant  and 
unjustifiable  discrimination  against 
New  Zealand's  gay  community." 

Other  radio  stations  not  connected 
with  Ihe  national  network  have  been 
giving  the  TR8  song  a  good  deal  of  air 
play. D 

Bryant  looses  bid 
for  church  post 

Anita  Bryant's  hopes  for  an  official  po- 
sition In  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion were  dashed  June  12  when  her 
nomination  for  the  vice-presidency  was 
defeated  two  to  one  al  Ihe  church's 
pastoral  conference  in  Atlanta 
Bryant  had  urged  pastors  to  lake  a 
stand  against  "immorality"  and  warned 
that  fundamentalist  christians  would  be 
punished  if  Ihey  fall  to  take  an  oul- 
spoken  stand  on  behalf  of  their  moral 
values.  The  church  is  the  largest 
protestanl  denomination  in  Ihe  USA  and 
counts  Presidenl  Jimmy  Carter  as  one 
of  Its  members. 

Anna  Bryant's  address  to  the  con- 
ference was  met  by  a  demonstration  of 
4000  gays.  Allanta's  gay  communlly  Is 
said  lo  be  ihe  third  largest  In  Ihe  USA. 

The  Orange  Juice  Queen  did  come 
out  tops  in  another  vole  however.  800 
students  polled  in  Florida,  Colorado, 
Indiana.  Missouri  and  New  York  named 
Anita  Bryant  and  Adolf  Hitler  as  the  man 
and  woman  who  have  done  the  most 
damage  In  the  world.  In  the  same  poll, 
conducted  by  Ladies  Home  Journal,  she 
was  learned  with  Richard  Nixon  as  the 
two  who  make  students  "angrlest".D 
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We  thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 


BRUNCH: 

Elegant  Eggs 
Fresh  Baked  Bread 


SAT     6  10 
BRUNCH: 
SUNDAY  U  4PM 
ESPRESSO     BAR 
JAZZ 
KEST  AT  BEVERLEY  TORONTO.         366-4U7 


Thank  you 
for  your  support. 

But  it's  not  over  yet. 


Supporters  of  The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund 
have  so  far  donated  over  $23,000*  in  defence  of  the 
gay  press.  This  help  has  made  it  possible  for  The 
Body  Politic  to  fight  its  case  in  the  courts  without 
tying  up  the  operating  funds  necessary  to  keep  the 
paper  publishing. 

But  we  still  have  a  long  way  to  go.  The  trial  is  yet  to 
come  —  it's  now  scheduled  for  January  1979  —  and 
legal  costs  will  continue  to  mount.  The  total  bill  will 
probably  come  to  $30,000. 

Nonetheless,  we're  confident  that  the  Fund  will 
reach  that  mark  —  because  we  know  we  can  count 
on  your  help.  Together,  we're  going  to  win  this  battle. 

Thanks  once  again  for  your  support. 
Both  past  and  future. 


THE 
BODY  POLITIC 
FREE  THE  PRESS 

FUHD 


c/oCOTHSfi.Kinij  SacM 
Banister  +  Solicitors 
111  RiclimondSlreet  West 


Child  abuse 


"If  we  don'l  strengthen  the  family  unit, 
we  can  expect  Ihe  Imminent  destruction 
of  our  civilization  as  we  know  It."  A 
standard  verse  in  every  right  wing 
bigot's  hymn.  Who  am  I  lo  argue? 

My  first  experience  of  child  abuse 
was  fairly  normal.  It  was  the  sting  and 
ringing  ears  from  being  hit  hard  across 
Ihe  face,  often  without  knowing  why. 
Makes  a  man  of  you,  they  say.  My 
second  experience  of  child  abuse  was 
In  the  opposite  sense.  In  lunior  high 
school  we  had  two  English  teachers 
who.  I  realize  now,  were  Gay  and  were 
lovers.  At  the  time  1  knew  only  that  they 
were  "fairies."  Both  were  effeminate 
and  neither  attempted  to  hide  it.  I  sup- 
pose you  could  say  they  flaunted  It,  in  a 
pastelle  sort  ot  way.  An  all-boy  class 
(aha !  |.  we  ran  a  permanent  open  season 
on  the  two  of  them.  They  were  free 
game  for  any  abuse  we  could  invent  — 
and  we  were  grotesquely  inventive.  We 
competed  vigorously  among  ourselves 
to  see  who  could  get  away  with  the 
worst,  who  could  be  Ihe  most  imagin- 
atively cruel.  I'm  fairly  sure  from  this 
distance  that  I  won,  regularly  and  hands 
down  One  of  the  two  men  lost  his 
temper  one  day  and  threw  a  bible  at  me 
(we  were  studying  the  trials o!  Job);  thai 
moment  may  have  been  the  zenith  of  my   | 
popularity  in  high  school. 

One  of  the  finest  publications  I've 
ever  seen  by  or  about  Gay  people, 
Growing  Up  Gay,  a  pamphlet  trom  FPS: 
A  Magazine  ot  Young  People's  Libera-        , 
lion,  quotes  one  Bobby  Graetz  on  his 
school  years:  "I  would  always  hear 
stories  about  people  I  knew  getting 
picked  up  by  men  who  wanted  to  have 
sex  with  them.  They  aJways  seemed  dis-    j 
gusted  that  men  would  want  this  of 
them.  I  had  fantasies  about  being 
picked  up  by  homosexuals  but  it  never 
happened  to  me.  I  was  very  dis- 
appointed because  the  only  way  I  could 
get  my  sexual  needs  met  was  through 
someone  else's  Initiation.  I  was  too 
frightened  by  others'  reactions  If  I  were 
to  make  the  first  move."  Can  you 
imagine  the  average  "adult"  reaction  to 
this?  "He's  Just  a  child,  he  doesn't  know 
what  he  wants.  It's  our  responsibility  to 
protect  him." 

Big  Brothers  Is  a  large  international 
organization  devoted  to  reaching 
"fatherless  boys  before  irreparable 
damage  is  done,"  to  help  them  "develop 
a  way  of  living  that  is  personally  and 
socially  adequate."  These  saviours  of 
youth  ran  a  series  of  seminars  on  how  to 
keep  us  out  of  this  admirable  but  deli- 
cate process.  (We  know  because  we 
broke  In  on  and  made  a  bit  of  a  hash  of 
one  ot  the  sessions.)  The  executive 
director  of  B.B.  crowed:  "Of  course  I 
wouldn't  hesitate  to  impose  my  sexual 
orientation  on  any  child  In  my  care."  He 
was,  he  hastened  lo  point  out,  referring 
to  the  heterosexual  orientation.  A  psy- 
chiatrist hired  to  address  the  group 
heartily  approved  of  physical  punish- 
ment as  a  valid  means  by  which  "the 
child  can  come  to  know  the  limits  of 
acceptable  behaviour." 

A  Gay  social  worker  at  the  same 
seminar  (whal  you  might  call  a  variably- 
out  Gay  person)  stressed  in  private  con- 
versation the  importance  of  separating 
"personal  feelings"  from  "professional 
standards."  (Translation  I  want  to  keep 
my  job,  don't  I.)  He  recounted  this  story: 
"A  boy  'in  care'  asked  me  if  I  slept  with 
men.  (Brave  question.)  I  asked  myself, 
what  Is  he  really  asking?  (Whether  you 
sleep  with  men.  The  answer  is  yes.)  Is 
he  really  asking  for  approval  for  film  to 
sleep  with  men?  (No,  he's  probably  ask- 
ing for  approval  to  have  sex  with  or 
make  love  to  men.  But  why  don't  you 
just  ask  him  what  he  wants,  instead  ot 
guessing?)  Since  I  don't  believe  a  sig- 
nificant person  in  a  child's  development 


should  offer  a  positive  personal 
example  (you  didn't  listen  to  the  above 
executive  director?),  I  told  him  he 
should  experiment  if  he  wanted  to 
(preferably  in  a  clinic?),  but  always  with 
love  and  caring."  Adrift  in  an  ocean  of 
"no's",  this  was  as  close  to  being 
thrown  a  saving  "yes"  as  that  young 
person  "in  care"  could  gel,  and  he  had 
to  work  for  It.  He  was,  relatively  speak- 
ing, one  of  the  lucky  ones;  loving  your 
fellow  man/woman  Is  rtof  among  the 
values  8  B.  preaches  for  becoming  "per- 
sonally and  socially  adequate." 

GL  (initials  changed  mostly  to  protect 
the  guilty)  Introduced  herself  to  her 
parents  as  a  Lesbian  at  age  17,  four 
years  before  she  was  legal.  They 
reacted  quite  simply,  they  threw  her  out 
of  her  home  —  what  are  parents  for, 
after  all?  (She  tells  this  with  an 
astonishing  lack  of  bitterness,  as  fa/  as 
I  can  tell.)  She  has  been  supporting 
herself  ever  since,  and  sharing  mutual 
life  support  with  other  Lesbians.  She 
was  Invited  to  come  home  for  a  visit. 
Mother  suddenly  erupted,  "What  I  can't 
understand  Is  what  you  people  do  In 
bed!"  When  G  began  to  explain,  as  any 
good  daughter  would.  Mother  threw  a 
plate  of  hot  baked  beans  straight  at  her 
head.  Father  looked  gloomy,  presum- 
ably regretting  the  lost  beans.  Later 
when  G  was  departing,  Mother  called 
after  her  plaintively,  "Why  don't  you 
come  and  see  us  more  often,  dear?" 
Wear  your  crash  helmet.  Curious;  since 
her  birth  neither  of  these  people  has 
ever  really  carried  her,  but  now  it  seems 
GL  is  required  to  carry  them.  both. 

Claire  Hoy,  Toronto  Sun  calumnist 
(pun  Intended,  check  your  Oxlord  or 
Webster,  Claire)  and  crusader  to  protect 
children  from  their  sexuality,  finally 
came  out,  if  you'll  pardon  the  expres- 
sion, on  the  subject  of  child  abuse.  He 
called  an  Onlarlo  government  report 
suggesting  closer  attention  by 
teachers,  doctors,  etc  to  child  abuse 
■  "one  giant,  cruel  con  on  an  unsuspect- 
ing public,"  which  threatened  to 
j  "wantonly  cast  aside  the  traditional 
'  rights  of  privacy  and  parenthood." 
Heaven  forbid.  There  Is,  he  says, 
'  "absolutely  no  evidence  to  suggest 
j  child  abuse  Is  more  serious  than  it  has 
been  In  the  past."  And  In  the  past  It  was 
|  perfectly  fine,  wasn't  it,  It  made  our 
j  country  what  It  was,  strong  and  free. 
The  same  paper  he  writes  for  carries  the 
story  of  a  19-month-old  baby  battered  to 
'  death.  The  child  had  been  taken  pre- 
1  viously  from  her  parents,  then  returned 
to  their  custody  despite  a  police 
officer's  prediction  that  she  wouldn't 
I  live  three  months  if  returned  to  them. 
I  Hoy's  paper  also  carries  ads  for  the 
movies  Teen-age  JM-oa/f  and  Prison 
|  Babies  —  The  True  Story  ol  Teenage 
Girls  In  Prison,  In  erptlc  colour.  Claire 
;  Hoy.  Toronto  Sun,  protector  of  children. 
I      "Ontario  recorded  770  cases  of  child 
abuse  In  1976  but  It  Is  estimated  — 
as  in  every  other  province  —  thai 
records  merely  reflect  a  traction  of  the 
total."  This  from  a  less  neanderthal 
voice,  that  of  Betty  Lee  writing  In  The 
Canadian  Magazine  "Any  public  health 
nurse,  children's  aid  society  staffer  or 
hospital  emergency  ward  Intern  can 
supply  the  stark  details:  the  rape, 
mutilation,  battering  ot  children  by  a 
father  or  a  mother.  The  cases  of  torture 
and  imprisonment.  The  erosion  ol  Ihe 
spirit  by  tear,  and  the  family  violence 
that  drives  so  many  children  Into  mental 
collapse,  even  suicide.  Children,  after 
all,  are  still  regarded  as  chattels." 

Is  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  still 
building  the  slogan  "We  are  your 
children  "?  Are  we  so  sure  we  want  to 
be? 

by  Mlcna«l  Rlordon 


FEATURE 


THE  NEW  TERRORISM? 

For  Andrea  Dworkin,  there  is  no  question. 
For  many  others,  suppression  of  erotic  material 
can  bring  only  guilt  and  government  censorship. 


The  April  issue  ot  The  Body  Pontic 
carried  a  news  story  about  the  report  on 

'  pornography  which  had  recently  been 
tabled  In  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
Issue  also  featured  an  analysis  by  Gerald 
Hannon  which  argued  strongly  against 
any  legislation  which  would  restrict  the 
use  or  distribution  ot  pornography.  The 

|  piece  was  particularly  critical  ot  two 
Canadian  feminists,  Lorenne  Clark  and 
Debra  Lewis.  Both  had  appeared  before 
the  Justice  Committee;  both  had  argued 
for  a  new  kind  ot  legislation.  Neither 
were  offended  by  explicitly  sexual  pub- 
lications per  se.  both  wanted  legislation 
toprohlblt  material  -involving  the  use  or 
threat  ot  violence  as  a  means  ot  achiev- 

I  Ing  sexual  gratification,  or  material 
involving  an  Inappropriate  object  of 
sexual  gratification. " 

Hannon  argued  that  "obscenity  laws 
arelaws  without  content.  ...they  exist  to 
be  used  for  political  purposes  only,  to 
harass  unpopular  groups  and  censor 
olvergent  opinion. " 
Not  everyone  agreed, 
We  tilled  this  feature  "Pornography 

—  The  New  Terrorism?"  For  Andrea 
Dworii/n.  the  ans  wer  Is  a  resounding  yes 

—  the  piece  she  sent  us  had  the  same 
title  —  without  the  question  mark.  It 
starts  below. 

Not  everyone  was  so  certain.  The 
issue  has  troubled  the  collective,  and  it 
is  clear  that  many  of  our  readers  are 
struggling  with  someot  thesameprob- 
lems  We  have  received  many  letters  on 
the  topic  —  a  selection  appears  on  the 
following  pages. 

August  1978 


All  through  human  history,  there 
have  been  terrible,  cruel  wrongs. 
These  wrongs  were  not  commit- 
ted on  a  small  scale.  These  wrongs  were 
not  rarities  or  oddities.  These  wrongs 
have  raged  over  the  earth  like  wind- 
swept tires,  maiming,  destroying,  leav- 
ing humans  turned  toash.  Slavery,  rape, 
torture,  extermination  have  been  the 
substance  of  life  for  billions  of  human 
beings  since  the  beginning  of 
patriarchal  time.  Some  have  battened  on 
atrocity  while  others  have  suffered  from 
It  until  they  died. 

Inany  given  time,  most  people  have 
accepted  the  cruelest  wrongs  as  right. 
Whether  through  indifference,  ignorance, 
or  brutality,  most  peopte,  oppressor  and 
oppressed,  have  apologized  for  atrocity, 
defended  it,  justified  it,  excused  it, 
laughed  at  It,  or  ignored  It. 

The  oppressor,  the  one  who 
perpetrates  the  wrongs  for  his  own 
pleasure  or  profit,  is  the  master  inventor 
of  justification.  He  is  the  magician  who, 
out  of  thin  air,  fabricates  wondrous, 
imposing,  seemingly  irrefutable 
intellectual  reasons  which  explain  why 
one  group  must  be  degraded  al  the 
hands  of  another.  He  is  the  conjurer 
who  takes  the  smoking  ash  of  real  death 
and  turns  it  into  stories,  poems, 
pictures  which  celebrate  degradation  as 
life's  central  truth.  He  is  the  illusionist 
who  paints  mullilated  bodies  in  chains 
on  the  interior  canvas  of  the 
imagination  so  that,  asleep  or  awake, 
we  can  only  hallucinate  indignity  and 
outrage.  He  Is  the  manipulator  of 
psychological  reality,  the  framer  of  law, 


the  engineer  of  social  necessity,  the 
architect  of  perception  and  being. 

The  oppressed  are  encapsulated  by 
the  culture,  laws,  and  values  of  the 
oppressor.  Their  behaviours  are 
controlled  by  laws  and  traditions  based 
on  their  presumed  inferiority.  They  are, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  called  abusive 
names,  presumed  to  have  low  or 
disgusting  personal  and  collective 
traits.  They  are  always  subject  to 
sanctioned  assault.  They  are 
surrounded  on  every  side  by  images  and 
echoes  of  their  own  worthtessness. 
Involuntarily,  unconsciously,  not 
knowing  anything  else,  they  have 
branded  into  them,  burned  into  their 
brains,  a  festering  self-hatred,  a  virulent 
self-contempt.  They  have  burned  out  ot 
them  the  militant  dignity  on  which  all 
self -respect  Is  based. 

Oppressed  people  are  not  subjugated 
or  controlled  by  dim  warnings  or  vague 
threats  of  harm.  Their  chains  are 
not  made  of  shadows.  Oppressed 
people  are  terrorized  —  by  raw  violence, 
real  violence,  unspeakable  and 
pervasive  violence.  Their  bodies  are 
assaulted  and  despoiled,  according  to 
the  will  of  the  oppressor. 

This  violence  Is  always  accompanied 
bycultural  assault  —  propaganda 
disguised  as  principle  or  knowledge. 
The  purity  of  the  "Aryan"  or  Caucasian 
race  is  a  favourite  principle  Genetic 
inferiority  is  a  favourite  field  of 
knowledge  Libraries  are  full  of  erudite 
texts  that  prove,  beyond  a  shadow  of  a 
doubt,  that  Jews,  the  Irish,  Mexicans, 
blacks,  homosexuals,  women  are  slime 


I  These  eloquent  and  resourceful  proofs 

are  classified  as  psychology,  theology, 
|  economics,  philosophy,  history, 
i  sociology,  the  so-called  science  of 
I  biology.  Sometimes,  often,  they  are 
I  made  Into  stories  or  poems  and  called 
art.  Degradation  is  dignified  as 
■  biological,  economic,  or.  historical 
necessity;  or  as  the  logical 
consequence  of  Ihe  repulsive  traits  or 
I  inherent  limitations  of  Ihe  ones 
1  degraded.  Oul  on  the  streets,  the 
propaganda  takes  a  more  vulgar  form. 
Signs  read  '■Whiles  Only"  or  "Jews  and 
Dogs  Not  Allowed."  Hisses  of  kike, 
nigger,  queer,  and  pussy  til!  the  air.  In 
this  propaganda,  the  victim  is  marked. 
In  this  propaganda,  the  victim  Is 
targeted.  This  propaganda  is  Ihe  glove 
that  covers  the  fist  In  any  reign  of  terror. 

This  propaganda  does  not  only 
sanction  violence  against  the 
designated  group;  It  Incites  it.  This 
propaganda  does  not  only  threaten 
assault;  it  promises  It. 
These  are  the  dreaded  Images  ot  terror 

A  Jew,  emaciated,  behind  barbed 
wire,  nearly  naked,  mutilated  by  the 
knife  of  a  Nazi  doctor  the  atrocity  is 
acknowledged. 

AVIeinamese.  in  a  tiger  cage,  nearly 
naked,  bones  twisted  and  broken,  flesh 
black  and  blue:  the  atrocity  Is 
acknowledged. 

A  black  slave  on  an  Amerikan 
plantation,  nearly  naked,  chained,  flesh 
ripped  up  from  the  whip;  the  atrocity  Is 
acknowledged. 

A  woman,  nearly  naked.  In  a  call, 
chained,  flesh  ripped  up  from  the  whip, 
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txeasis  mutllaled  by  a  knife:  sue  Is 
entertainment,  the  boy-next-door"  s 
favourite  fantasy,  every  man's  precious 
right,  every  woman's  potential  fate. 

The  woman  lorlurexl  Is  sexual 
entertainment, 
i      The  woman  tortured  Is  sexually 
1  arousing. 

The  anguish  of  the  woman  tortured  Is 
sexually  exciting 

The  degradation  of  the  woman 
tortured  Is  sexually  entrancing. 
1      The  humiliation  o(  the  woman 
tortured  is  sexually  pleasing,  sexually 
thrilling  sexually  gratifying. 

Women  are  a  degraded  and  terrorized 
people.  Women  are  degraded  and 
terrorized  by  men.  Rape  Is  terrorism. 
Wife-beating  Is  terrorism.  Medical 
butchering  is  terrorism.  Sexual  abuse  In 
its  hundred  million  forms  is  terrorism. 
Women's  bodies  are  possessed  by 
men.  Women  are  forced  Into 
involuntary  childbearlng  because  men, 
not  women,  control  women's 
reproductive  functions.  Women  are  an 
enslaved  population  —  the  crop  we 
harvest  Is  children,  the  fields  we  work 
are  houses.  Women  are  forced  into 
committing  sexual  acts  with  men  lhat 
violate  Integrity  because  the  universal 
religion  —  contempt  for  women  —  has 
as  Its  first  commandment  that  women 
exist  purely  as  sexual  fodder  for  men. 

Women  are  an  occupied  people.  Our 
very  bodies  are  possessed,  taken  by 
others  who  have  an  Inherent  right  to 
take,  used  or  abused  by  others  who 
have  an  inherent  right  to  use  or  abuse. 
The  Ideology  that  energizes  and 
justifies  this  systematic  degradation  is 
a  fascist  Ideology  —  the  Ideology  of 
biological  Inferiority.  No  matter  how  it  Is 
disguised,  no  matter  what  refinements 
pretty  It  up,  this  Ideology,  reduced  to  its 
essence,  postulates  that  women  are 
biologically  suited  to  function  only  as 
breeders,  pieces  of  ass,  and  servants. 
This  fascist  ideology  of  female 
inferiority  Is  the  preeminent  ideology  on 
this  planet.  As  Shulamlth  Firestone  put 
It  In  The  Dialectic  ol  Sex,  "Sex  class  is 
so  deep  as  to  be  Invisible."  That  women 
exist  to  be  used  by  men  is,  quite  simply, 
the  common  point  ol  view,  and  the 
concomitant  of  this  point  of  view, 
Inexorably  linked  to  It,  Is  that  violence 
used  against  women  to  force  us  to  fulfill 
ourso-called  natural  functions  Is  not 
really  violence  at  all  Every  act  of  terror 
or  crime  committed  against  women  Is 
Justified  as  sexual  necessity  and/or  Is 
dismissed  as  utterly  unimportant.  This 
extreme  callousness  passes  as 
normalcy,  so  that  when  women,  after 
years  or  decades  or  centuries  of 
unspeakable  abuse,  do  raise  our  voices 
In  outrage  at  the  crimes  committed 
against  us,  we  are  accused  of  stupidity 
or  lunacy,  or  are  Ignored  as  If  we  were 
flecks  of  dust  Instead  of  flesh  and 
blood. 

We  women  are  raising  our  voices 
now,  because  all  over  this  country  a  new 
campaign  of  terror  and  vilification  Is 
being  waged  against  us.  Fascist 
propaganda  celebrating  sexual  violence 
against  women  Is  sweeping  this  land. 
I  Fascist  propaganda  celebrating  the 
sexual  degradation  of  women  Is 
Inundating  cities,  college  campuses, 
small  towns.  Pornography  Is  the 
propaganda  of  sexual  fascism. 
:  Pornography  Is  the  propaganda  ot 
i  sexual  terrorism,  Images  of  women 

bound,  bruised,  and  maimed  on  virtually 
|  every  street  corner,  on  every  magazine 
rack,  in  every  drug  store,  In  movie  house 
after  movie  house,  on  billboards,  on 
posters  pasted  on  walls,  are  death 
threats  to  a  female  population  In 
I  rebellion.  Female  rebellion  against  male 
■  sexual  despotism,  female  rebellion 
against  male  sexual  authority,  is  now  a 
reality  throughout  this  country  The 
j  men,  meeting  rebellion  withan 

escalation  of  terror,  hang  pictures  of 
;  maimed  female  bodies  in  every  public 
|  place. 

We  are  forced  either  to  capilulate,  to 
be  beaten  back  by  those  Images  of 
abuse  Into  silent  acceptance  of  female 
degradation  as  a  fact  of  life,  or  to 
develop  strategies  ol  resistance  derived 
from  a  fully  conscious  will  to  resist.  If 
we  capitulate  —  smile,  be  good, 
pretend  that  !he  woman  in  chains  has 
nothing  to  do  with  us,  avert  our  eyes  as 
we  pass  her  image  a  hundred  times  a 
day  —  we  have  lost  everything.  What, 
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after  all,  does  all  our  work  against 
rape  or  wife-beat  Ing  amount  to  when 
one  of  their  pictures  Is  worth  a 
thousand  of  our  words? 

Strategies  of  resistance  are 
developing.  Women  are  increasingly 
refusing  to  accept  the  pernicious, 
debilitating  lie  that  the  sexual 
humiliation  of  women  for  fun.  pleasure, 
and  profit  Is  the  inalienable  right  ot 
every  man.  Petitions,  leafletlng, 
picketing,  boycotts,  organized 
vandalism,  speak-outs,  teach-ins,  letter 
writing  campaigns.  Intense  and  militant 
ha/rassment  of  distributors  and 
exhibitors  of  woman-hat  Ing  films,  and 
an  unyielding  refusal  to  give  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  politically  self-righteous 
fellow-travellers  ot  the  nomographers 
are  Increasing,  as  femlnlsls  refuse  to 
cower  in  the  face  of  this  new  campaign 
of  annihilation.  These  are  beginning 
actions.  Some  are  rude  and  some  are 
civil.  Some  are  short-term  actions, 
spontaneously  Ignited  by  outrage. 
Others  are  long-term  strategies  that 
require  extensive  organization  and 
commitment.  Some  disregard  male  law, 
break  it  with  militancy  and  pride.  Others 
dare  to  demand  that  the  law  must 
protect  women  from  brazen 
tenorizatlon.  All  of  these  actions  arise 
out  of  the  true  perception  that 
pornography  actively  promotes  violent 
contempt  for  the  Integrity  and  rightful 
freedom  of  women.  And,  despite  male 
claims  to  the  contrary,  feminists,  not 
pomographers,  are  being  a/rested  and 
prosecuted  by  male  law  enforcers,  all 
suddenly  "civil  libertarians"  when  male 
privilege  Is  confronted  on  the  streets  by 
angry  and  uppity  women.  The  concept 
of  "civil  liberties"  In  this  country  has 
not  ever,  and  does  not  now,  embody 
principles  and  behaviours  that  respect 
the  sexual  rights  of  women.  Therefore, 
when  pomographers  are  challenged  by 
women;  police,  district  attorneys,  and 
judges  punish  the  women,  all  the  while 
realistically  claiming  to  be  the  legal 
guardians  of  "tree  speech."  In  fact,  they 
are  the  legal  guardians  of  male  profit, 
male  property,  and  phallic  power. 

Feminist  actions  against 
pornography  must  blanket  the  country, 
so  that  no  pomographer  can  hide  from, 
Ignore,  ridicule,  or  find  refuge  from  the 
outrage  of  women  who  will  not  be 
degraded,  who  will  not  submit  to  terror. 
Wherever  women  claim  any  dignity  or 
want  any  possibility  of  freedom,  we 
must  confront  the  fascist  propaganda 
that  celebrates  atrocity  against  us  head 
on  —  expose  it  for  what  It  is,  expose 
those  who  make  It,  those  who  show  It, 
those  who  defend  It,  those  who  consent 
to  it,  those  who  enjoy  It. 

In  the  course  of  this  difficult  and 
dangerous  struggle,  we  will  be  forced, 
as  we  experience  the  Intransigence  of 
those  who  commit  and  support  these 
crimes  against  us.  to  ask  the  hardest 
and  deepest  questions,  Ihe  ones  we  so 
dread: 

—  what  Is  this  male  sexuality  that 
requires  our  humiliation,  that  literally 
swells  with  pride  at  our  anguish; 

—  what  does  it  mean  that  yet 
again  —  and  after  years  ot  feminist 
analysis  and  activism  —  the  men  (gay, 
leftist,  whatever)  who  proclaim  a 
commitment  to  social  justice  are 
resolute  In  their  refusal  to  face  up  to  the 
meaning  and  significance  of  their 
enthusiastic  advocacy  of  yet  another 
women-hatlngplague; 

—  what  does  it  mean  that  Ihe 
pomographers,  the  consumers  of 
pornography,  and  the  apologists  for 
pornography  are  the  men  we  grew  up 
with,  the  men  we  talk  with,  live  with,  the 
men  who  are  familiar  to  us  and  often 
cherished  by  us  as  friends,  fathers, 
brothers,  and  sons; 

—  how,  surrounded  by  this  flesh  ot 
our  flesh  that  despises  us,  will  we 
defend  the  worth  of  our  lives, establish 
our  own  authentic  integrity,  and,  at  last, 
achieve  our  freed0m?O 
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the  April  1978  issue  of  TBP,  Gerald 

Hannon  expresses  sharp  disagreement 
with  the  feminist  position  on  obscenity 
laws  —  specifically  the  presentation 
made  by  Lorene  Clark  and  Debra  Lewis 
to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  on 
Justice  and  Legal  Affairs.  Hannon  con- 
demns the  feminist  position.  "Intelli- 
gent, articulate.  Impassioned  —  and 
wrong,"  he  calls  it.  Hannon's  own  posi- 
tion on  the  Issue  Is  simple  enough,  II 
not  simplistic:  "There  should  be  only 
one  reason  to  appear  before  the  govern- 
ment on  the  topic  of  'obscentiy'  —  and 
thai  is  to  demand  the  abolition  of  all 
laws  that  would  restrict  Its  use  or  distri- 
bution." 

Harmon's  stand,  the  position  of  TBP 
and  that  of  gay  liberation  are  directly 
opposed  to  Ihe  feminist  position.  Let's 
end  Ihe  charade.  We  disagree  and  It  Is 
time  that  we  examined  the  implications 
of  this  basic  pollilcal  conflict.  Because 
both  feminist  and  gay  movements  are 
liberation  movements,  It  has  become 
convenient  and  satisfying  to  assume 
lhat  our  interests  coincide  In  all  cases. 
This  allows  us  to  presuppose  that  our 
differences  are  merely  ones  of  empha- 
sis, political  skill  or  sophistication;  that 
there  Is  In  fact  ON  E  RIGHT  position  for 
bolh  movements,  it  only  we  can  find  It; 
that  disagreement  is  essentially  an 
Internal  matter  which  can  be  resolved 
by  persuasion  or  compromise.  We 
believe  It  Is  in  the  Interests  of  both 
movements  to  rid  ourselves  of  this 
delusion. 

Feminists  and  gay  liberal  I  onists  do 
have  much  In  common,  can  and  should 
work  together  as  allies  on  many  Issues. 
However  the  basic  self-interest  ot 
women  as  expressed  through  feminism 
and  the  self-interest  of  gay  men  do  not 
always  coincide.  At  last  we  have  some 
clear-cut  evidence  of  this  fact  of  life. 
Hannon  insists  that  if  our  society 
adopted  a  lalssez-talre  stance  on  porno- 
graphy and  a  simple  no-censorship  line 
we  can  expect  to  live  happily  ever  after. 


We  can  choose  to  prolest  bigoted  and 
pollilcal  decisions  to  censor,  as  we  have 
done  in  the  case  of  Pretty  Baby,  or  we 
can  settle  back  and  watch  the  ongoing 
brutalization  of  women  for  profit. 
content  with  the  fact  lhat  at  least  we  are 
being  victimized  In  a  "tree"  society. 
Nelther  option  Is  particularly  attractive. 
but  we  have  come  to  realize  that  there  is 
no  best  ol  all  possible  worlds.  We  nave 
chosen.  We  will  challenge  the  censor 
every  time  he  makes  a  decision  that  is 
not  consistent  with  our  Interests.  But  no 
amount  ot  liberal  rhetoric  will  convince 
us  that  we  should  leave  cold-blooded 
entrepreneurs  free  to  pul  us  down.  This 
is  clearly  not  the  same  choice  lhat  gay 
liberation  has  made. 
I     Gay  liberation  Is  male,  regardless  of 
'  the  number  ot  lesbians  —  never  very 
!  many  —  who  are  In  Its  ranks.  This  Is  re- 
1  fleeted  In  Its  political  stance  and  in  its 
.  priorities.  And  fnrs  Is  as  II  should  be. 
I  Consciousness  ot  oppression  and 
therefore  the  drive  lor  change  must 
proceed  from  the  gut.  Otherwise  that 
drive  Is  In  danger  of  becoming 
|  abstracled,  ot  melting  Into  humanistic 
liberalism  —  of  losing  its  bite. 
Feminists  must  not  expeel  men, 
|  straight  or  gay,  to  drop  their  own 
immediate  concerns  and  make  our 
battle  their  priority.  We  are  not  Inter- 
I  ested  In  that  kind  ol  solidarity,  or  In  Ihe 
kind  that  finds  other  llberatlonists 
trying  to  Incorporate  or  subsume 
feminism  Into  the  so-called  larger.  I.e. 
their,  contexts-  When  we  have  differ- 
ences, no  one  Is  necessarily  misguided 
and  in  need  of  a  steady  hand  to  lead  us 
onto  the  right  path.  Specifically  in  the 
case  of  censorship,  we  are  not  wrong 
when  we  disagree;  our  Interests  are  legi- 
timately different. 

Gay  liberation  would  do  well  to  cease 
paying  llp-servlce  to  feminism  on  the 
one  hand  while  Interpreting  our  Inter- 
ests for  us  on  the  other.  It  Is  not  only 
hypocritical  and  chauvinistic,  It  is  also 
plain  bad  for  their  own  cause.  It  is  the 
same  attitude  that  continues  to  keep 
feminists  and  Marxists  at  odds  with 
each  other.  Whether  It  results  from  a 
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We  have  found  lhat  this  is  not  so.  In 
fact,  as  women,  we  expect  that  the 
abolition  of  censorship  laws  would  give 
us  few  advantages  and  a  lot  more  of 
Snull.  It  is  In  the  Interests  of  women  to 

make  a  beginning  at  changing  the 
"victim"  stereotype  which  makes  it 
I  acceptable  and  "normal"  to  brutalize  us. 
i  It  is  this  victim  stereotype  that  is  cele- 

brated  In  Snuff  and  in  much  of  the 
i  pornography  that  Hannon  and  Ihe  TBP 
I  would  rescue  for  the  sake  of  their 
'  liberation.  Feminists  have  determined 
:  that  we  have  more  to  gain  and  less  to 
'  lose  if  Snuii  and  similar  obscenities 

which  pose  a  danger  to  women  are 
,  stopped.  Hannon  in  his  article  has 

helped  to  clarify  another  crucial 
,  point  —  lhat  we  as  women  have  more  lo 

gain  and  less  to  lose  from  specific 

guidelines  governing  violence  in  pornc- 
:  graphy  than  men  —  and  that  includes 
j  gay  men. 

|  We  are  not  stupid.  We  know  that  we 
I  run  the  risk  that  censorship  guidelines 
I  can  be  used  against  us,  against  ourart 

and  our  politics.  II  we  must  defend  the 
I  depiction  of  healthy  nudity  or 
i  consensual  sex,  whether  straight  or 

gay,  we  are  willing  to  pay  the  price  (at 

any  rale,  it  is  not  the  case  that  any  ban 

on  "cocks  &  balls"  or  on  Ulysses 
:  follows  from  the  Standing  Committee 

Report).  Feminists  have  two  options. 


drive  to  dominate  or  from  sheer  myopia, 

it  is  incompatible  with  real  cooperation 

and  solidarity. 

Susan  Cole 

Eve  Zaremba 

Toronto 
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:  ^^apilallsm,  it  seems  tome,  is  a 
system  essentially  without  harmony. 
The  government  has  ihe  |ob  of  a  con- 
i  ductor  charged  wilh  wringing  music 
1  from  an  orchestra  in  which  each  player 
has  a  different  score.  Some  tunes  it  still 
manages,  or  it  would  have  no  audience. 
'  But  some  players  in  this  chaos  il  finds 
1  roo  discordant  and  wishes  to  expel 

The  government  has  moneyed 
'  interests  at  heart.  Why  then  Is  It  so 
!  eager  to  place  severe  restrictions  on 
one  of  Its  moneyed  constituents  — 
pornography?  We  must  look  closely 
because  in  this  case  the  restrictions 
would  seem  to  coincide  with  the 
Interests  of  the  antl-sexist  movement. 

The  answer  (maybe  not  the  whole 
answer)  is  right  there  in  the  govern- 
ment's rationale:  any  loosening  of  the 
restrictions  on  sexuality  is  a  danger  to 
the  family.  There  has  been  al  least  somei 
consensus  among  the  antl-sexist  forces. 
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that  tne  family  is  at  Ihe  very  root  of 

Are  we  then  to  support  portv 
ographers  because  what  they  do  may 
weaken  the  family?  No.  And  I  don't  Ihlnk 
Hannon  was  proposing  that.  For  both 
government  and  pomographers  are  pro- 
pelled by  money  and  not  by  people's 
needs  Thai  they  are  al  odds  Is  no 
wonder  In  this  ensemble  ot  discord. 
II  would  be  lolly  lo  throw  our  lot  In 
with  one  of  these  enemies  against  the 
other  And  folly  beyond  comprehension 
lo  support  the  government  —  which  Is 
intent  on  lumping  us  with  the  nom- 
ographers and  crushing  us  with  them. 

Won't  the  government  be  gleeful 
when  It  can  close  down  a  lesbian  maga- 
zine, because  ot  Its  sexual  content,  and 
defuse  the  protest  by  saying,  "these  are 
the  laws  which  leminlsts  asked  for." 
Merv  Walker 
Toronto 


■ru  May  Issue  of  TBP  contained  a 
fetter  from  Mariana  Valverde  on  femin- 
ism and  pornography  which  really  needs 
lo  be  answered  because  It  supports  a 
mosl  dangerous  idea:  that  liberation  — 
in  this  case,  sexual  liberation  —  can  be 
promoted  by  repressive  legislation  and 
censorship. 

When  people  on  the  right,  the  Anita 
Bryanls  and  Simma  Holls,  advocate 
authoritarian  means  of  this  Kind  "for  the 
good  of  society,"  one  knows  how  to 
evaluate  their  demands.  They  are  the 
enemies  of  any  kind  of  liberation,  and 
can  be  dealt  with  accordingly.  But  when 
people  who  Identify  with  a  liberation 
movement,  such  as  women's  liberation 
or  gay  liberation,  promote  repressive 
legislation  as  a  means  of  achieving  their 
ends  —  our  ends  —  there  is  a  danger  ol 
a  different  kind;  the  danger  that  the 
movement  will  sabotage  Its  own  goals 
by  choosing  Ihe  wrong  means  to 
achieve  them. 

The  fundamental  fallacy  of  which 
people  like  Valverde  are  guilty  Is  the 
belief  that  because  something  Is  bad,  or 
appears  lo  some  to  be  bad,  il  ought  to 
be  banned. 

Valverde  has  completely  missed  the 
point  of  the  two  articles  in  rep's  April 
Issue,  as  I  understood  them.  The  art- 
|  Icles  opposed  anti-pornography  legisla- 
tion because  (l)  It  would  be  used  for 
repressive  purposes  —  eg,  against 
gays  —  by  those  who  enforce  It  and  (2) 
il  doesn'l  work  Valverde  somehow  con- 
strues this  as  a  defense  of  the  porno- 
i  graphy  Industry  and  its  products. 
This  Is  a  complete  misunderstand' 
ing  of  Ihe  issue.  Certainly  the  porno- 
graphy industry  is  exploitative,  and 
moslly  Interested  In  making  money.  (So 
is  the  food  industry,  the  tourist  industry, 
Ihe  mass  media,  etc  —  our  society 
always  degrades  and  warps  human 
needs  by  only  meeting  them  If  it  Is 
possible  lo  make  money  doing  so.)  And 
certainly  most  pornography  is  terrible 
stuff:  unimaginative,  exploitative  of 
women,  etc. 

There  Is  no  dispute  that  it  is  necess- 
ary to  criticize,  boycott,  and  oppose  ex- 
ploitative pornography.  Despite  what 
Valverde  claims,  I  do  not  hear  anyone 
attempting  "a  whole-hearted  defense  ot 
any  and  all  pornography."  What /sat 
issue  Is  the  question  of  whether  people 
who  support  sexual  liberation  should 
'  join  Ihe  right,  the  puritans  and  the  reac- 
tionaries, in  supporting  the  idea  thai  Ihe 
state  should  Impose  a  certain  view  of 
:  what  should  be  allowed  and  what 
shouldn't  What  is  at  issue  Is  not  that 
there  are  'good'  movies  and  'bad' 
movies,  'good*  books  and  'bad'  books, 
but  the  idea  that  the  state  —  or  any 
powerful  group,  church,  media,  "Ihe 
revolution"  —  should  have  the  power  lo 
decide  what  may  be  read  and  seen  and 
what  may  not  be  read  and  seen.  (Or 
more  accurately,  what  may  be  read  and 
seen  legally  and  what  will  be  read  and 
seen  illegally.) 

It  Is  a  fact  that  sexuality  Is  an  import- 
ant subjecl  In  literature  and  an.  There 
can  also  be  —  and  this  is  where  those 
Inleresled  In  llberalion  must  stand  In 
opposition  to  Ihe  repressive  right  — 
good  pornography,  literature  and  art 
whose  purpose  is  to  arouse  Ihe  reader 
or  viewer  in  a  way  that  promotes  healthy    ' 
sexual  feelings  and  aclivlly  Sexual 
Augusl  1978 


"Sexuality  is  an  important 
subject  in  literature  and  art 
There  can  be  good 
pornography . . .  that  promotes 
healthy  sexual  feelings." 


arousal,  alter  all.  tends  to  be  a  good 
thing,  so  art  that  is  sexually  exciting  can 
be  a  good  thing  also. 

Thequestlon  Is:  who  is  to  decide 
whether  a  particular  piece  of  art  is  good 
,  or  bad,  whether  It  is  exploitative  or  non- 
exptoitative,  whether  it  should  be 
banned  or  not?  Surely  the  answer  must 
be  that  no  one  can  be  trusted  with  the 
,  power  to  make  such  decisions  for  olher 

people 
I      To  defend  obscenity  laws  al  Ihe 
present  time  Is  to  give  such  aulhorlty  to 
those  who  now  have  power  and  in- 
fluence: Ihe  lawmakers,  the  crown  pro- 
secutors, Ihe  Toronto  Suns,  the  police. 
They  would  interpret  the  laws,  and  they 
would  use  them  to  suppress  what  they 
[  consider  obscene. 

The  pornography  Industry  and  its 
products  must  be  opposed,  but  they 
musl  not  be  opposed  by  measures  that 
1  are  worse  than  the  problem.  They  musl 
not  be  opposed  at  the  price  of  giving  our 
!  enemies  more  weapons  to  use  against 
us. 

Three  olher  things  should  also  be 
considered:  1.  The  market  for  unhealthy 
'  pornography  has  been  created  by 
sexual  repression  More  repression  will 
worsen  the  problem,  not  solve  it.  2.  The 
|  exploitative  portrayal  ol  women  in  por- 
'  nography  Is  a  reflecllon  of  social  atti- 
tudes. It  is  primarily  an  effect,  nota 
cause.  (Surely  no  one  believes  thai 
pornography  has  caused  sexism?) 3. 
Despite  Ihe  many  things  wrong  with  it.  It 
is  clear  from  numerous  studies  that  the 
free  availability  of  pornography  reduces 
sex  crimes. 

Finally,  one  commenl  on  a  remark  of 
Valverde's.  She  refers  toGerald  Han- 
non's  criticism  of  Lorenne  Clark  and 
Debra  Lewis  ("thoughtful,  intelligent, 
articulate,  impassioned  —  and  wrong") 
as  "an  insult  to  women."  Surely  there  is 
a  difference  between  an  insult  and  a 
criticism.  Surely  to  state  ihe  opinion 
that  two  women  are  wrong  on  a  parti- 
cular issue  is  not  an  insult  to  all  women. 
Remarks  like  that  contribute  nothing  to 
an  atmosphere  of  positive  discussion. 
Ulfl  Dlemer 
Toronto 


■hough  1  love  pornography,  I  do  not 
believe  In  freedom  of  the  press,  where 
■  freedom  Is  Interpreted  as  permission  to 
represenl  just  anything,  I  should  like  to 
defend  Lorenne  Clark's  views  on  porno- 
graphy from  Gerald  Hannon's  on- 
slaught (T8P,  April).  Hannon's  error  lies 
no!  in  being  sexist,  but  in  confusing 
political  sawy  with  political  doctrine. 
Hannon's  concern  Is  that  Ms  Clark's 
Ideas  be  turned  into  ideology  by 
regressive  legislators.  This  worry  has 
turned  out  to  be  justified:  Ms  Clark's 
desire  to  see  degradation  be  the  sole 
criienon  for  obscenity  has  been  dis- 
solved into  Ineffectiveness  in  Ihe  fed- 
eral omnibus  porn  bill.  Degradation  has 
merely  been  lacked  on  (along  with  'the 
horrible')  to  ihe  already  existing  list  of 
criteria. 

Nevertheless  Ms  Clark's  desire  is  a 
good  one  and  though  il  was  conceived 
primarily  to  cover  straight  pom,  it  has  a 
special  appropriateness  for  gay  porn.  If 
we  are  not  naive  enough  lo  suppose 
thatpornis(selt-contained)arl,  but  has 
a  social  effect  (check  out  the  back- 
rooms and  lounges'  of  pom  houses  if 
you're  unsure)  and  so  ought  to  be  sub- 
ject to  social  evaluations,  ihen  it  seems 
to  me  lhai  portrayals  ol  gays  degrading 


gays  for  the  titlltatlon  of  other  gays 
'  should  be  banned  as  promoting  self- 
hatred.  Take  (or  example  the  golden 
shower  sequence  from  the  Gages'  Kan- 
sas City  Trucking  Co.,  In  which  a  group 
of  would-be-cowboy  truckdrivers  hose 
down,  In  artsy,  vasellned,  slow  motion,  a 
kneeling,  slightly  bound  hippy;  the 
scene,  which  Is  gratuitous  in  an  other- 
wise fun  flick,  should  simply  be  clipped 
as  degrading  to  gays.  I  do  no)  wish  to 
suggest  bannlngs  based  on  certain 
taboo  subject  matters  (or 'Inappropriate 
objects  of  sexual  gratification  as  the 
law  would  have  It),  but  solely  on  whether 
the  portrayals  are  degrading  or  not:  and 
this  requires  evaluative  judgment,  it 
seems  to  me,  for  instance,  that  in  Wake- 
field Poole's  classic  Moving  the  first 
flstfucklng  sequence  is  hunky-dory 
while  the  second  Is  the  most  degrading 
thing  I've  ever  seen.  Pomographers  (see 
Poole's  comments  on  this  scene  In  Ad- 
vocate No.  236,  cf .  Gage's  comments  In 
In  Touch  No.  34)  and  other  libertarian 
Ideologues  (John  Rechy,  John  Lee)  try 
lo  rationalize  degrading  sexual  perfor- 
mances t>y  the  claim  that  the  partici- 
pants are  consenting  adults.  This  claim, 
however,  naively  assumes  that  no  one 
ever  knowingly  does  wrong. 

Perhaps  Hannon  too  Is  a  libertarian. 
In  any  case  he  claims  that  all  pom  laws 
should  be  abolished  because  they  are 
vacuous.  But  the  best  laws  are  guide- 
lines and  are  not  quantifiable  (as  are  ap- 
plications of  tax  lables).  They  contain 
evaluative  language  which  requires  In- 
terpretation and  judgement  in  their  ex- 
ecution (read  the  Bill  ot  Rights  for  star- 
ters: "undue"  "excessive"  "cruel  and 
unusual").  What  is  needed  is  not  the 
elimination  of  such  Institutions  as  the 
Ontario  Film  Censors  Board,  bul  the  In- 
clusion on  them  of  an  open  gay  member 
with  good  taste,  whose  views  in  matters 
gay  would  be  taken  as  final  as  a  matter 
of  senatorial  courtesy.  Every 
cocksucker  knows  the  moment  at  which 
in  sexual  manipulations  he  is  turned 
froma  willing,  desiring  mutual  parti- 
cipant Into  a  tolerating  Instrument  of 
masturbation.  It  is  at  this  moment  that 
I  he  censor's  knife  should  fall. 
Richard  Mohr 
Toronto 


I 


It  was  dusk  when  they  knocked  on 
the  door  —  that  time  of  day  when  it  is 
most  difficult  to  define  anything  with 
I  any  degree  of  certainty. 

They  were  neat  and  clean-cut.  One  of 
them  carried  an  executive-style  brief- 
case. If  this  were  the  '50s  or  early  '60s, 
they  would  pass  for  a  couple  of  typical 
salesmen  hawking  the  Encyclopedia 
Brittanlca  from  door  lo  door.  In  1978, 
however,  no  one  would  mistake  this ' 
pair  ol  super-slralght  robots  for  any- 
thing other  than  a  couple  of  RCMP  offi- 
cers doing  the  only  thing  ihey  know 
how  —  "following  orders."  That  is  ex- 
|  actly  how  they  described  their  mission 
j  when  I  questioned  their  presence  on 
'  my  doorstep 

When  I  asked  to  see  a  warrant,  one  of 
them  produced  a  document  entitled: 
"Confirmation  of  Oath,"  It  was  of  sev- 
eral days  vintage  and  signed  by  a 
Justice  of  the  peace.  Among  other 
things,  it  mentioned  that  it  was  valid 
only  during  daylight  hours.  I  pointed 
out  to  the  officer  bearing  !he  document 
lhat  it  was  no  longer  daylight.  He 
Shrugged  his  shoulders  and  retorted 
that  II  didn't  really  matter  as  his  col- 


league was  in  possession  of  a  "Writ  of 
Assistance." 

Customs  and  Excise  officials  had  in- 
tercepted some  "dirty  books"  sent  by 
flrsl  class  mall  from  Europe  for  my  own 
personal  use  As  they  "had  reason  to 
believe"  that  I  might  be  in  possession 
ol  other  similar  material,  they  had  or- 

i  dered  a  raid  on  my  private  residence. 

|     The  officers  looked  through  the 

1  books  and  separated  them  into  two 
piles  —  "OK"  and  "Not  OK."  From 

1  time  to  time  one  would  ask  the  other 

J  his  opinion  of  a  particular  book  and  act 
accordingly 

When  the  gallant  protectors  of  my 
morals  left  with  a  box  full  of  pom,  It 
didn't  exactly  mark  the  end  of  my  pri- 

'  vale  sex  life.  The  remaining  material 
does  the  job  more  than  adequately. 

Other  aspects  of  the  af  lair  did, 
however,  bother  me  greatly. 
The  fact  lhat  my  home  was  not  trea- 

1  ted  with  respect  as  a  private  place 
where  I  could  lead  my  own  private  lile. 

The  fact  that  Customs  and  Excise  of- 
ficials will  refuse  to  inform  a  member 
of  the  public  of  what  Ihey  consider  ob- 
scene and  illegal,  but  will  notify  the 
RCMP  that  I  have  broken  one  of  their 
vague  rules  after  they  have  Illegally 
opened  my  mall. 

The  fact  that  two  totally  unqualified 
individuals  should  decide  what  I  may  or 

:  may  not  look  at  In  private. 

The  fact  that  most  Canadians  don't 

1  seem  to  give  a  damn  as  long  as  It 

|  doesn't  directly  affect  them. 

1      Me  today,  you  tomorrow,  all 
Canadians  In  the  near  future. 
Possible? 

You  better  believe  It  Is.  If  you  don't, 
we're  all  In  trouble,  bad  trouble. 

1  have  Jusl  received  a  notice  from  the 
RCMP  Informing  me  that  the  material 

j  they  seized,  and  which  they  subse- 
quently grossly  over-valued.  Is  being 
conliscated  lor  non-payment  of  duty. 

;  Really!  I 
Aldan  Buckley 

:  Toronto 


mmtVeiegates  to  the  1978  conference  ot 
the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  voted  overwhelmingly  to  op- 
pose new  legislation  pending  in  Canada 
which  would  broaden  the  definition  of 
obscenity,  end  Impose  harsher 
penalties  on  lawbreakers. 

The  resolution  was  prefaced  by  the 
following:  -Whereas  the  suppression  of 
erotic  material  does  nothing  to  attack 
the  roots  of  the  oppression  ot  woman... " 

Does  nothing  to  attack  the  roots. 
Pornography  which  degrades  women, 
which  Incites  violence  —  and  yes, 
there's  a  lot  of  it  —  Is  simply  one  more 
cultural  expression  of  the  tact  that 
womenerea  "terrorized  people-"  By  no 
means  Is  It  the  most  Important. 

Movies  tell  the  same  story.  Television 
■  does  It  consumma  tely  well,  does  It  dally, 
does  it  to  tar  more  men  —  and  women 
—  than  would  ever  pick  up  a  copy  of 
Hustler. 

Laws  won't  stop  it. 

Laws  might  stop  The  Body  Politic, 

TBP's  case  Is  a  clear  example  ot  the 
way  obscenity  laws  will  be  used.  They 
will  do  nothing  to  attack  the  roots  of  the 
oppression  of  women.  "The  inequality 
of  women, "  reports  the  Advisory  Coun- 
cil on  the  Status  of  Women,  "the  exis- 
tence ot  violence,  and  the  expression  of 
horror  and  cruelty  will  not  be  solved  by 
suppressing  their  depiction."  Such  laws 
will  attack,  and  possibly  destroy,  publi- 
cations exploring  what  our  sexuality 
mews.  Should  TBP  be  forced  out  of 
existence  by  punitive  fines.  It  would  not 
be  very  reassuring  that  some  feminists 
will  decide  to  "protest  such  a  bigoted 
and  political  decision." 

if  material  exists  which  offends  a 
group,  that  group  Should  protest;  that 
group  should  make  clear  what  such 
material  is  really  doing,  no  matter  how  It 
is  disguised.  And  that  group  should 
work  to  change  a  society  which 
depends  tor  lis  stability  on  the  pro- 
duction ot  such  material. 

Calling  for  pornography  legislation  Is 
calling  tor  the  state  to  do  some  of  your 
liberation  work  for  you.  No  one  —  least 
ot  all  feminists  —  should  make  that 
mistake. 


bv  Gerald  Hannon 
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THE  NEW  ACE 


The  next  Ontario  Provincial  Gay  Conference  is  being 
planned  for  the  Labour  Day  Weekend.  It  is  to  take 
place  at  St  Clair  College  in  Windsor.  Individual 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  welcome  to  attend,  as  well 
as  those  associated  with  specific  political,  religious, 
social  or  other  groups. 

Wehope  to  make  it  a  relaxing  weekend  with  cultural, 
sporting,  entertainment,  and  political  events.  We  want 
you  to  take  part  in  shaping  the  future  of  CGRO,  and 
we  welcome  your  suggestions.  Please  fill  out  the 
information  below  and  we  will  keep  you  informed  of 
developments. 

Thank  you. 

Do  you  associate  yourself  with  a  particular 

gay/women's/ lesbian  organization?  D  Yes  D  No 

If  so,  which  one? 

Which  of  the  following  events/workshops  would  appeal  to 
you  at  a  weekend  conference? 

D  Dance 
D  Banquet 
D  Gay  Parents 
O  Gay  Youth 
D  Child  Custody 

□  Rape  Workshop 

Q  Live  Entertainment 
D  Religious  Caucus 
D  What  is  Obscene? 

□  Literary/art  displays 

D  Counselling  techniques 

D  Aging  and  its  problems 

D  Competitive  Sports 

D  Non-Competitive  Sports  or  Games 

□  CGRO  Today  —  A  Crisis  of  Growth 
OGay  Teachers  —  What  are  they  doing? 

D  Gay  Men/Women  —  Can  we  pool  our  strength? 

D  OTHERS. 


Romance 


Doyou  have  any  special  areas  of  interest? 


Limited 
number 
available! 

The  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  In  Ontario  is 
making  available  to  the 
general  public  copies  of  the 
brief  recently  presented  to  the 
Ontario  Legislature. 

The  brief  has  been  well 
received  at  Queen's  Park,  and 
has  prompted  editorial 
comment  in  Toronto  dailies 
calling  for  the  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 

For  your  copy,  send  $1 .50  to: 
CGRO 

POBox  156.StnP 
Toronto,  ON 
M5S2S7 


Romance  Is  such  a  difficult  topic.  1  think 
a  hundred  disconnected  things  all  at 
once.  It's  fabulous  but  it's  contradic- 
tory: a  reason  to  live  —  and  something 
lo  slit  your  wrists  over.  1  think  of  It  as  an 
Intense  experience  which  Is  always 
stimulating,  and  often  a  pleasant 
sensation. 

Being  in  love  means  being  excessive. 
Excess  ol  emotion,  excess  of  con- 
fusion, excess  of  perfume,  of  flowers, 
candy.  Love  isn't  |ust  blue.  It's  oceans 
of  blue.  It  doesn't  just  make  the  world 
go  round,  it  spins  the  whole  universe 
(with  you-know-who  at  the  centre).  But 
one  thing  about  excess  Is  that  you  can 
never  overdo  it,  which  Is  perhaps  love's 
most  attractive  feature. 

Romantic  situations  have  no  models 
apart  from  melodramas. 

Melodramas  are  completely  predic- 
table, which  makes  people  feel  secure 
as  they  go  through  the  motions  ot  being   ; 
In  love.  But  they're  also  narrowing  and 
conllnlng,  they  lead  to  frustration.  And     j 
they  are  boring.  Is  your  life  a  soap 
opera?  Mine  Is,  at  least  In  part.  How 
depressing. 

Melodramas  are  primarily  a  hetero- 
sexual Invention.  That  is  lo  say,  they  are 
aproduct  ol  the  dominant  Ideology,  the 
dominant  role-model  —  which  Is  het- 
erosexual. In  our  own  lives  we  have 
been  captured  by  heterosexual  methods 
of  romance.  We  are  constantly  under 
attack. 

Or  is  it  so  bad?  Heterosexual  role- 
models  have  their  sinister  effect,  but 
there  are  exceptions  to  every  rule.  It  we 
don't  want  the  "normal"  alternatives,  we 
can  make  brave  attempts  at  something 
new.  We  can  be  anti-normal. 

People  are  always  talking  about 
"maturity"  when  they  talk  about  sex. 
Somehow  they  assume  that  as  one  gets 
older  one  unravels  the  big  secret. 


I  I  think  sex  is  always  totally  mysterious. 

1  We  approach  It  intuitively,  and  there's 
no  age  at  which  one  becomes  more 
intuitive,  more  "capable"  of  dealing  with 


Sex  Involves  a  lot  ol  absurd  rituals 
which  have  a  lot  to  do  with  our  view  of 
romance.  Weddings  are  one  reflection, 
one  night  stands  another. 

Disco  music  is  beating  out  "till 
NEEEED  AAA  MAAAAAAN."  Drink  In 

'  hand,  I'm  posing  languidly  by  the  far 

I  wall,  looking  tor...the  man  of  my 
dreams.  I'm  thinking  about  what  a  tunny 
situation  It  Is.  but  nobody  else  thinks 

,  so.  No  f  un-and-games  In  this  joint;  disco 
heaven  Is  dead  serious. 

I       I  am  attracted  to  people  and  I  don't 
know  why.  Often  they're  of  Ihe  most 
banal  sort,  often  It's  because  they  tuitlll 
(In  the  most  basic  way)  some  romantic 
vision.  I  want  to  make  It  with  a  Russian 
sailor.  Or  an  airline  pilot.  Most  of  all,  I 
want  to  have  a  really  torrid  affair  with  an    | 
Italian. 

Someone  very  handsome,  I  think,  who 
knew  a  tew  good  pasta  dishes  and  could 
sing  me  Neapolllan  arias  in  the  evening. 
It's  such  a  classic  thing,  you  know,  and 
so  exotic  —  Botticelli  faces,  bronzed 
bodies  artfully  sunning  themselves  on 
the  rocks  by  the  Isle  of  Capri.  Someday 
I'll  probably  have  an  affair  with  an  Italian 
and  find  out  something  quite  different, 
but  for  now.  It's  an  entertaining 
I  obsession. 

■       Xand  I  are  walking  on  the  evening  ol 

:   the  first  snow.  Nothing  but  white  in 
1  front  of  us,  behind  us  nothing  but 

footprints  trailing  into  a  very  short 
1  horizon.  His  profile  cuts  through  the 
,  dots  ot  snow  separating  the  two  of  us. 

We  stop  under  a  tree  and  breathe  into 
I  each  other's  faces  while  we  talk  about 
1  what  wearegolngtodonext, 

by  Tim  Guest  □ 


Making  it  in  the  murder  market 

A  Reason  to  Kill  is  Canada's  first  dyke  detective  novel.  Eve  Zaremba  talks  about  writing  it. 


Eve  Zaremba  explained  to  me  one  sunny 
June  afternoon  that  she  didn't  sit  down 
to  write  A  Reason  to  Kill,  she  sat  down 
to  write  a  detective  novel  —  as  a  dare  to 
herself.  "I've  read  a  lot  of  mystery 
novels,  a  lot  of  detective  stories,  and  I 
like  them.  len|oy  Iheoenre  —  lenlovall 
the  traditional  characteristics  ol 
mysteries  The  Idea  of  writing  one  came 
to  me  about  two  years  ago  while  I  was 
driving  back  to  Toronto  from  British 
Columbia,  and  I  decided  to  do  It  and  see 
what  happened  I  chose  to  write  a 
mystery  because  I  don't  think  I'm  a 
serious  novelist.  I  wanted  to  do 
something  with  a  formula.  A  Reason  fo 
Killvas  written  within  the  tradition  of 
Ihe genre.  I  thought,  'obviously:  a 
woman  detective.'  Then  all  I  had  to  do 
was  come  up  wil  ha  plot,  and  thai 
wasn't  very  hard." 

It  took  Eve  a  year  to  actually  write  the 
novel.  I  asked  her  it  she  thought  she 
could  churn  them  out  like  Agatha 
Chnstle  does.  "Well,  I've  written 
another  one  since.  It's  the  first  draft  ol  a 
follow-up.  so  I  think  It  Is  probably  quite 
possible  to  write  one  a  year." 

As  Eve  said,  A  Reason  to  Kill  employs 
a  lot  of  the  techniques  ol  the  traditional 
mystery  novel.  I  wondered  If  she 
intended  il  lo  be  a  parody.  But  she 
thinks  that  by  now  all  mysteries  are 
parodies  of  "the  mystery  novel."  "In  a 
sense,  they've  all  been  patterned  after 
some  ol  Ihe  'classics'  —  works  by 
Hammett.  Christie,  Chandler,  Sayers. 
After  a  while  the  contemporary  mystery 
writer  couldn't  avoid  sounding  like  a 
parody.  A  Reason  to  Kill  Is  not  a  deliber- 
ate parody.  I  only  Intended  to  write  a 
,   fast-moving,  contemporary  and,  I  hope, 
popular  mystery  novel.  I  was  hardly 
trying  to  tie  innovative  " 

But  despite  that  disclaimer,  A  Reason 
to  Kill,  while  carefully  defined  by  the 
traditions  of  mystery  writing,  has  Its 
own  approach.  Most  detective  novels 
are  written  by,  and  about,  straight  men 
(though  there  are  notable  exceptions 
written  by  the  female  masters  of  the 
craft),  and  by  and  large  the  heterosexual 
male's  view  predominates.  Quite 
logically,  Eve  Zaremba's  own  world  view 
colours  her  novel.  Some  of  the  passing 
social  commentary  Is  subtle,  some  of  It 
—  the  feminism  for  Instance  —  Is  not, 
but  either  way  it  Is  hard  to  miss.  "It 
there's  any  political  content  In  the  book, 
and  I  think  there  is  some,"  Eve  explains,  , 
I  "it  Is  mainly  on  the  gay  Issue.  We  are 
surrounded  by  a  world  in  which  hetero-     I 
sexuality  Is  assumed,  and  I  want  to 
write  novels  In  which  that  is  not  the 
case.  The  fact  that  the  detective,  Helen    ■ 
Keremos,  Is  a  lesbian  Is  —  to  anyone 
whodoesn't  start  with  an  assumption  of 
heterosexuality  —  quite  clear.  If  readers 
start  with  an  assumption  of  heterosex- 
uality. they  are  going  to  miss  hall  the 
boo*.  Bui  that's  their  problem,  as  lar  as    I 
I'm  concerned;  they  shouldn't  have 
started  with  that  assumption.  In  this 
particular  novel,  the  plot  has  a  gay 
theme,  90  that  made  It  quite  easy.  But 
I'm  trying  to  write  other  novels  In  which    i 
It's  not  safe  to  assume  everyone's 
straight,  but  they  won't  necessarily  have  ! 
gay  plots." 

The  victim  in  A  Reason  toKill  isagay    \ 
man.  What  were  the  considerations 
behind  that  decision?  One  was  that  Eve  ; 
believes  society  still  thinks  that  what 
happens  to  men  Is  more  Important  than 
what  happens  to  women  —  especially 
in  relation  to  sexuality.  Eve  told  me  that 
Martin,  the  victim,  "being  a  young  gay 
man  fit  the  plot  better  —  he  made  It 
more  credible."  But  another  reason,  a 
more  significant  one,  is  that  "I  wanted 
to  write  a  book  in  which  gayness  was  an 
issue.  It  would  have  been  harder  (or  me 
to  write  If  the  victim  had  been  a  gay 
woman.  I  don't  think  I'm  prepared,  at 
this  point,  to  deal  with  something  I'm 
that  close  to  I  can  achieve  sufficient 
distance  in  talking  about  and  dealing 
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with  being  gay  In  relation  to  a  man  in  a 
way  that  I  don't  think  I  could  in  relation 
to  a  woman." 

What  Impact  does  Eve  thin*  Ihe  novel 
will  have  on  the  straight  reader?  "I  don't 
think  it's  going  to  have  any  startling 
impact.  Your  average  mystery  reader 
may  think  It's  a  little  different,  at  least  I 
hope  so.  For  most  of  them  It  will  be  just 
one  more  mystery.  Perhaps  once  the 
series  is  underway,  once  there  are  three 
or  four  novels  like  this  out,  who  knows, 
something  might  start  to  Jell.  But  one 
book  Isn't  going  to  make  a  big  differ- 
ence either  way  —  to  me  or  anyone 
else.  I  (ust  hope  more  than  anything  that 
It  stands  on  its  own  feet  as  a  piece  ol 
mystery  writing." 

Eve  didn't  really  have  any  trouble 
getting  A  Reeson  to  Kill  published.  "Of 
course  I  got  refusals  from  publishers.  I 
submitted  It  to  several  places  simultan- 
eously and  PaperJacks,  the  one  that  I 
wanted,  came  through.  I  wrote  the  kind 
of  book  that  they  publish  and  I  wanted  a 
company  with  as  large  a  distribution  In 
Canada  as  possible  and  they  have  it.  It's 
only  published  in  Canada  and  that's  a 
problem.  There's  no  money  In  It." 

"One  amusing  incident  on  Ihe  road  to 
getting  It  published  was  the  blurb  on  the 
back  You  might  not  have  noticed,  but 
there's  nothing  anywhere  on  the  cover 
to  Indicate  that  the  book  has  a  gay 
theme,  which  I  found  quite 'surprising,' 
shall  we  say.  I  operate  on  the  assum- 
ption that  mass  market  publishers  are 
Into  exploitation.  In  fact,  I  was  all  pre- 
pared to  fight  against  some  misrep- 
resentation or  sensatlonallzatlon  of 
homosexuality.  Instead.  I  find  myself 
stuck  with  this  really  dull  Utile  blurb. 
And  there's  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  In 
this  case,  a  certain  amount  of  homo- 
phobia over-ruled  the  profit  motive.  Just 
a  little  mention  of  the  gay  content  of  the 
book  on  the  cover  would  have  opened 
up  a  whole  new  market  In  addition  to  the 
regular  mystery  market.  But  I  was  told 
that  an  ad  in  TBP  was  all  it  would  take  to 
get  Ihe  gay  market.  The  argument  Is  ab- 
surd, and  I  can't  believe  that  It  doesn't 
have  something  to  do  with  the  fact  that 
they  are  |ust  plain  uncomfortable  with 
homosexuality.  They  accepted  the 
manuscript;  they  thought  It  would  sell, 
that  It's  a  good  book  within  Its  terms  of 
reference,  but  well. ..we  all  know  the 
story..." 

Eve  is  quite  upfront  about  her  de- 
tective, Helen,  being  a  dyke.  But  no- 
where In  the  course  of  the  story  does 
she  aclually  come  out  to  any  of  Ihe 
other  characters  I  asked  Eve  why.  "I 
didn't  think  It  was  necessary  to  spell  it 
out  It's  not  hidden  —  she's  even  called 
a  dyke  —  it  should  be  obvious.  I  think 
that  lesbianism  should  Just  be  part  of 


the  fabric  of  things.  I  know  that  this  is  a 
total  fantasy.  But  then,  I  chose  to  write  a 
book  that's  a  total  faniasy  —  as  all  mys- 
teries are.  Helen's  lesbianism  is  only  ex- 
pressed in  terms  that  are  sort  of 
organic.  She  very  clearly  doesn't  have  a 
husband  or  boy  friend,  she  relates  prim- 
arily to  women.  She  doesn't  pretend  to 
be  straight,  she  Just  goes  along  and 
does  her  Job.  I've  been  asked  the 
question  'But  what  about  her  personal 


lite?'  Meaning  her  sex  life.  Maybe  there 
will  be  a  book  when  I'm  old  and  gray 
about  Helen  and  her  sex  life,  but  right 

,  now,  I'm  writing  mysteries.  And  In  real 

1  mysteries  —  not  the  sleazy  ones  —  Ihe 
detective  does  not  have  a  sex  life.  The 
mind  that  unravels  the  plot  is  the  real 

'  concern."  I  thought  about  that.  Pari  ot 
me  wants  Helen  Keremos  lo  be  a  bla- 
tant dyke  stomping  around  showing  the 
rest  ol  Ihe  world  how  It  should  be  done. 
But  another  part  ot  me  recognizes  that 
many  a  real  life  tough  dyke  gets  by  Jusl 
Ihe  way  Helen  Keremos  does  —  not  by 
pretending  lo  be  straight,  but  by  simply 
going  along  and  doing  a  Job. 

I  found  thai  many  of  the  characters  in 
A  Reason  lo  Kill  were  people  In  my 
world.  Most  mysteries  are  aboul  people 
completely  foreign  lo  me,  people  at 
weekend  house  parties,  bridge  games  in 
elegant  Victorian  mansions,  vacationers 
in  exotic  places.  I  had  to  remind  myself 
that  to  the  average,  straight  reader  of 

1   mysteries  the  radical  activist  cranking 

,  away  at  the  gesietner  in  ihe  basement, 
the  gay  businessman/operator,  the 
dyke  ex-soldler  turned  investigator  are 
Jus!  as  unfamiliar,  maybe  even  more 
unfamiliar. 

As  Eve  says,  "The  characters  In  mys- 
tery stories  are  not  the  people  in  most 
people's  lives.  People  read  mysteries  to 
escape  the  real  world.  You  and  I  are  part 
of  a  small  minority  that  can  relate  lo  the 

I  book  on  a  different  level.  It  isn't  written 
mainly  tor  us  to  read,  but  It  is  written  for 

I  us  In  the  sense  that  It  strives  not  to  ex- 
ploit us  or  distort  our  experience. 

by  Chris  BeerchellD 


A  Reason  to  Kill 

Eve  Zaremba 
Paperjacks,  1978,  $1.95 

Eve  Zaremba's  first  novel  provides  a 
rollicking  romp  through  the  genre  of 
detective  fiction.  All  the  ingredients  are 
present;  a  mysterious  disappearance 
which  leads  to  Ihe  hiring  of  a  no- 
nonsense  detective;  several  evasive 
characters  who  have  their  own 
Investments  In  withholding  the  truth  and 
hampering  the  search,  and  one  char- 
acter at  whom  the  finger  of  guilt  con- 
sistently points.  A  finger  of  guilt  which 
shifts,  as  it  usually  does,  from  the  most 
uneasy  character  to  the  most  unlikely. 
And  of  course,  we  should  not  forget  the 
moment  at  which  all  the  suspects  are 
gathered  In  one  room  and,  under  the 
ruthless  probing  ot  the  private  eye,  the 
real  murderer  gives  himself  away. 

It  is  the  sheer  predictability  of  the 
genre  which  supplies  Zaremba  with  the 
trappings  for  parody.  Sharp,  hard-hitting 
prose,  a  female  private  eye  who  plays  the 
usual  macho  games  associated  with 
Mickey  Splllane,  a  hera  who  gets  herself 
out  of  scrapes  by  being  tougher  than  her 
opposition  and  who  wears  the  wounds 
of  the  good  who  do  combat  with  evil.  All 
the  elements  create  sympathy  for  the 
hera,  who  Is,  after  all,  quite  human:  she 
gels  soused,  she  has  friends,  she  works 
like  a  beaver  to  solve  a  case,  and  all  this 
with  a  relentless  morality  by  which  she 
sees  herself  as  a  force  for  Justice  and 
equality. 

Who  could  resist  Helen  Keremos, 
with  her  insights  into  human  culpabil- 
ity and  her  willingness  to  put  herself  on 
the  line?  The  scene  which  places  her  on 
the  lake  with  the  prime  suspect,  Henry 
Borg,  Is  Ihe  stuff  of  which  this  kind  of 
fiction  is  made;  spine-tingling,  nerve- 
crushing  tension  ot  foe  against  foe, 
pitted  against  each  other,  each 
searching  for  the  Other's  fatal  flaw. 

And  now  for  the  cast  of  suspects; 
Katherine  Payne,  a  sculptress  who  is 
remarkably  indifferent  to  the  dis- 
appearance of  her  son;  Don  McPherson, 
her  alcoholic  husband  and  a  maker  of 
pots  at  F Art;  Oscar  Borg,  the  elusive 


friend  ol  Ihe  vanished  Martin,  and  his 
father  Henry,  a  business  magnate  who  ' 
wants  Oscar  to  step  into  his  shoes  and 
is  willing  to  put  Martin  In  cement  shoes 
to  do  it  Har-har.  Borg's  servants,  Molly 
and  Fred  Sharpe,  know  more  than  they 
say  and  tar  less  than  they  think.  And 
Nate  Otloline,  Introduced  to  us  as  a 
Yonge  Street  shark  who  dabbles  in  porn 
films  and  "swings  both  ways,"  turns  out 
to  be  the  gangster  with  all  the  markings 
of  the  pussycat,  or  vice  versa. 

A  homosexual  orientation  on  the  part 
of  Helen  Keremos  Is  implicit.  She  gets 
documentation  and  affection  from  Atex 
Edwards,  a  CBC  researcher,  and  she 
drops  In  at  Toronto  gay  clubs  on  Jarvls 
and  Pape.  She  responds  to  suspect 
McPherson's  Insults  regarding  her 
"butch  charm"  and  her  dyke  cruising 
potential  with  an  Insouciance  intended 
lo  return  snarl  wllh  sneer. 

Two  things  worry  my  sense  of 
credibility;  the  reason  a  West  Coast 
investigator  is  hired  to  explore  a 
possible  murder  In  Ontario;  and  the 
deus  ex  machine  by  which  Zaremba 
disposes  of  the  problem  of  what  to  do 
with  the  murderer  once  he  Is  discov- 
ered. Justice  Is  meted  out  in  god-like 
fashion,  confirming  the  contention  that 
A  Reason  to  Kill  is  sheer  escapist 
fiction. 

There  is  a  healthy  air  of  feminism 
about  Helen  Keremos,  implicit  In  her 
Impressions  of  certain  female  char- 
acters and  in  her  sympathy  with  women 
living  roles  as  leftist  chick  and  clerical 
gc-ferglrl.  Jusl  as  Zaremba  also  plays 
with  the  trappings  of  machismo,  with 
Ihe  language  of  fists  and  wisecracks,  ot 
verbal  jousts  and  the  preparedness  to 
do  violence.  Some  of  the  latter  is 
Incredible,  as  when  Keremos  takes  on 
two  hoods  and  single-handedly  sets 
I  hem  lo  rout. 

Thestrutand  fret  is  that  ot  a  light- 
hearted  yarn  Intended  only  for  enter- 
tainment. I  enjoyed  reading  A  Reeson  to 
Kill,  but  only  because  I  had  time  to  kill.  I 
don't  often  Indulge  myself  in  a  genre 
whose  predictability  is  wearing. 

by  GlllMn  Chase  U 
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Gotham 


El  Mocambo,  Toronto 
Gotham  made  their  third  appearance  in 
Toronto  In  mid-June.  On  the  night  I 
attended,  there  was  an  eager  audience, 
coming  back  loudly  and  on  cue  with 
applause,  laughs,  reactlons-upon- 
request,  responding  acftvely  to  this  "trio 
ot  singers  In  the  1970's,"  Gary  Herb, 
Michael  Pace  and  David  McDanlel  "The 


Gotham  pizzazz:  (from  left}  Gary  Hero,  David 


whole  point,"  as  Gotham"s  musi- 
cal director  Ron  Abel  explained, 
"is  to  have  a  good  time.  We've  been 
showbiz  all  our  lives." 
The  trio  sings  adequately.  The  or- 
chestration is  adequate  too.  But,  accor- 
ding to  Abel.  "We're  actors  more  than 
musicians.  All  we  want  Is  to  keep  the 
action  going."  And  everyone  did  seem 
to  be  having  a  wonderful  time,  obviously 
delighted  with  either  the  group  itself  or 
their  repertoire  —  a  balanced  mingling 
of  bopplty  uptempo  numbers  and  more 
sombre  songs  concerned  with  the  low 
drama  of  love  and  life. 

Even  when  the  musical  activity  took  a 
pause  the  pace  of  on-stage  banter  went 
on.  There  are  words  —  lots  of  them  — 
In  a  Gotham  show,  although  none 
appear  on  the  album.  Words,  mono- 
logues, dialogues,  trialogues,  Jokes, 
riddles  on  everything  send-upable  from 
New  York  to  LA.  Gotham  liked  dope  and 
they  liked  New  York,  the  present  tense, 
the  seventies  and  Mayor  Koch's 
programme  for  equal  employment; 
specifically  the  placement  of  homo- 
sexuals on  New  York's  police  and  fire 
squads.  Gary  Herb  gave  the  audience 
his  Impression  of  the  effect  ol  this 
policy.  A  gay  fireman  at  the  scene  of  a 
fire  gasps  "Oh  Mary,"  breathlly,  "It's  too 
hot,"  he  goes  on,  "My  mascara'll  run." 


"Were  not  a  gay  act."  Michael  Pace 
stated  flatly  after  the  show.  "We're  gay, 
but  the  act  Isn't."  He  said  that  straight 
people  "love  the  act"  as  much  as  gay 
people  do.  and  It  seems  Gotham  plays 
to  predominantly  heterosexual 
audiences  frequently  in  the  States.  "If 
'  we  were  a  gay  act  we  wouldn't  make 
jokes  about  women  or  politics."  Pace 
said. 

Gotham's  jokes  on  women,  after  all, 
are  made  In  the  same  tone  as  those  on 
Mayor  Koch's  politics,  are  about  as 
!  funny,  and  whether  the  act  Is  or  Isn't  "a 
;  gayact"  makes  little  difference  in  light 
;  of  the  fact  that  it  foots  and  sounds  like 
'  agay  act.  It  such  a  phenomenon  exists 
;  at  all  As  to  why  both  straights  and  gays 
'  love  the  act,  why  not?  The  Image 
1  projected  Is  formally  smooth,  the  pace 
Is  even  and  seriousness  of  any  sort  Is 
avoided  completely.  The  humour  Is 
'  sociable,  not  social,  with  a  bitter  over- 
view of  a  society  that  exists  under  a 
heavy  cover  of  double-entendre  and  cloy 
,  malice.  Sexuality  Is  snatched  out  of  the 
closet  and  dragged  past  the  bed,  to  be 
spread  on  the  table,  poked  at  and  ridi- 
culed. Thiscomedy  may  or  may  not 
derive  from  disillusionment  with 
reality  —  certainly  It's  not  from  any  co- 
herent anger  at  it.  At  best  it  may  be  a 
clumsy  attempt  to  exorcise  threat  and 
dread,  but  I  fear  the  Camp  Cabaret  style 
demonstrates  only  an  Inability  to  articu- 
late the  emotions  and  experiences  of 
the  young  adult  in  "the  modem  era." 
To  Gotham,  life  might  as  well  be  a 
cabaret;  all  is  pizzazz  expressed  by  a 
i  plastic  humour  which  amplifies  the  folly 
:  of  life  but  does  nothing  to  clariTy  It.  I 
I  think  they  should  trade  their  black 
!  swallow-tails  in  on  polyester  leisure 
'  suits  In  shades  of  jade  green. 

by  James  Wilson  D 


The  Tom  Robinson  Band  on  the  crest  ol  the  New  Wa>e:(lrom  left)  "Dolphin"  Taylor,  Tom  Robinson,  Danny  Kuslow  and  Mark  Ambler 


Tom  Robinson  Band 

El  Mocambo,  Toronto 

The  Tom  Robinson  Band  played 
Toronto's  El  Mocambo  June  10  and  it 
was  an  Inspiring  set  —  not  Just  another 
successful  rock  show  or  another 
promising  talent  For  the  people  who 
were  there,  Robinson  was  more  than  a 
new  face,  he  was  a  new  phenomenon; 
energetic  music  with  lots  ol  strong 
ideas  to  back  it  up.  He  sang  about  gay 
liberation,  the  Stonewall  riot,  and  even 
dedicated  a  song  to  The  Body  Politic. 
He  sang  about  Britain's  neo-nazl 

Front,  about  racism,  fascism, 
police  harassment,  and  most  of  all 
about  a  world  where  right-wing  forces 
like  Anita  Bryant  are  becoming  so 
strong  that  we  have  to  question  our  own 
survival.  His  music  is  designed  to 
shake  people  out  of  their  complacency 
and  move  them  to  action.  It  is  anti- 
passive 

It  Is  also  "propaganda"  —  which 
some  people  are  going  lo  find  offensive. 
II  Is  great  that  an  openly  gay  leftist 
should  make  It  as  a  rock  star,  bul  music 
I've  always  thought,  is  most  effective 
1 6/Body  Politic 


and  moving  when  It  phrases  ideas 
indirectly,  ambiguously,  when  It  tugs  at 
the  heart  strings  rather  than  storming 
the  brain.  That  may  be  true,  but  Tom 
Robinson  Is  definitely  an  exception,  I 
expected  agit-prop  tacked  on  to  rock 
and  roll,  but  what  he  delivered  was 
something  infinitely  more  complex,  and 
''was  a  knockout. 


performers  involved  are  not  worried 
about  "ruining"  their  careers  by  taking 
strong  political  stands.  Rock  Against 
Racism  has  become  a  grassroots 
movement  famous  throughout  Britain. 
Last  May,  when  it  organized  bands  to 
play  at  a  demonstration  against  the 
National  Front,  the  Tom  Robinson  Band. 
the  Clash  and  X-ray  Specs  performed 


We  Should  recall  some  of  the  roots  of      and  80,000  people  showed  up  to  hear. 


The  Break-up 
of  our  Camp 

Stories  1932  -1935 
Paul  Goodman 
edltled  by  Taylor  Sfoer 
Black  Sparrow  Press,  1978,  $5.00 
For  40  years  Paul  Goodman  produced  a 
book  a  year.  Ol  all  his  writing  he  thought 
most  highly  of  his  poems  and  stories.  A 
collected  edition  ot  the  poems  appeared 
In  1973  and  now  the  collected  stories 
has  begun.  This  Is  the  first  of  four 
volumes  and  it  Includes  the  earliest 
work  that  is  neither  incomplete  nor 
juvenilia. 

There  are  11  Independent  stories  and 
two  story  sequences  here.  The  best  are 
dazzling  performances,  masterpieces  of 
tone  and  manner.  While  the  tone  varies, 
1  the  manner  Is  nearly  always 
experimental,  abstracting  the 
meaningful  gestures,  thoughts,  and 
encounters  from  the  dramatic 
|  continuum.  The  stories  thus  generated 
are  seldom  realistic.  Writing  a  14-page 
tale  about  some  Depression-era  waifs, 
Goodman  In  "The  Wandering  Boys" 
communicates  most  ot  the  emotions 
and  criticisms  Steinbeck  needed  (500 
pages  of  The  Grapes  ot  V/rmth  to 
j  deliver.  He  does  it  by  refusing  the 
i  circumlocutions  ol  realism  and 
|  Injecting  a  plausible  action  with  Its 
,  significance.  This  may  destroy  common 

credibility,  but  through  tonal 
|  control  —  "The  Wandering  Boys"  is 
warmly  pastoral  —  the  verism  of 
parable  Is  achieved, 

The  method  Is  a  legacy  of  the  short 
story  writing  of  Irving,  Hawthorne, 
Melville,  and  Mark  Twain.  Goodman's 
favorite  was  Hawthome.  "Iddlngs 
Clark"  Is  based  on  the  New  England 
master's  "The  Minister's  Black  Veil," 
I   but  with  what  a  difference.  The  end  of 

the  story  finds  schoolteacher  Clark 
.    naked  and  exclaiming,  "I  at  least  shan't 
|   wear  a  black  veil."  Instead  of  being 
overwhelmed  by  the  fact  of  mortality,  as 
Hawthorne's  minister  was,  Goodman's 
hero  accepts  It  end  rejoices  in  its 
!  possibilities  for  immediate  contact,  skin 
'  to  the  world. 

Like  his  great  predecessors,  then, 
Goodman  uses  the  American  tradition  of 
'  experimental  short  fiction  for  his  own 
1  ends,  which  Is  of  course  how  It  Is  meant 

to  be  used.  For  readers  committed  to 
1  sexual  liberation,  the  one  of  his  ends 
perhaps  most  delightful  is  his 
eroticlzatlon  of  everyday  life  —  more 
properly,  his  open  acknowledgement  of 
<  theeroticlsm  of  living.  In  the 
j  marvelously  acute  and  whimsical  "The 
propriety  of  St.  Francis,"  a  story 
partially  about  labor-industrial  conflict, 
I  the  saint's  exchange  with  a  young 
!  worker  includes  this  tovety  bit, 
I       "How  thick  his  wrists  arel"  thought 
1       Francis,  "They  are  as  thick  as  Jess 
Willard's.  Child,"  he  said,  "let  me 
measure  your  wrists." 
(Yes,  such  wrists  are  the  work  ot  a 
loving  Godl)  The  two  story  sequences 
are  also  informed  by  dally  eroticism.  In 
fact  the  earlier  of  them,  "Johnson,"  Is 
j  primarily  motivated  by  the  vicissitudes 
i  of  Johnson's  love  tor  Leonard  and  Is 
!  based  In  Goodman's  own  experience. 
And  there's  more  to  them.  The  best  of 
Goodman?  Very  likely.  Bring  on  the  nexl 
.  three  volumes. 

by  Ray  Olson  □ 


Robinson's  music.  Listening  to  the 
radio  these  days,  It  Is  difficuli  to  believe 
that  rock  has  anything  like  a  radical 
tradition,  but  there  was  a  time  when  the 
"music  of  teenage  rebellion"  was  not  a 
total  cliche.  Rock  in  the  50s  was  sexual 
in  a  period  of  repression,  and  In  the  60s 
it  was  the  catalysl  for  a  whole  counter- 
culture. For  politics  today  to  take  rock 
as  its  medium  or  vice  versa.,,  well,  it's 
not  an  unnatural  development. 

Moreover,  the  Tom  Robinson  Band 
has  arrived  on  the  scene  after  Ihe  crest 
of  the  New  Wave.  Sands  like  the  Sex 
Pislols,  the  Clash.  X-ray  Specs  and 
countless  others  have  created  a  new 
counterculture  that  also  functions  as  a 
support  system  These  bands  define 
themselves  as  anti-status  quo;  the 


So,  while  Tom  Robinson  is  not  the  only 
political  rocker  on  the  scene,  he  is  the 
most  explicit. 

Robinson  is  also  Ihe  first  and  only  out 
gay  rock  star,  and  the  potential  of  this 
ought  to  be  recognized.  Imagine 
millions  ot  suburban  kids,  eat  to  the 
radio,  listening  to  "Long  Hot  Summer," 
or  a  thousand  anxious  closet  cases 
reading  the  fabulous  reviews.  (Not  to 
mention  the  effect  he  is  going  to  have 
on  the  tyranny  of  disco,  which  Is  the 
curse  of  the  gay  community )  For  many 
people  Tom  Robinson  provides  a  new 
and  positive  Identification  with  rock  and 
roll.  For  me.  it  is  politics  electrified,  and 
that  in  itself  reveals  a  world  of 
possibilities. 

by  Tim  Guest  D 


Homosexuality 
in  Nazi  Germany 

Fora  book  dealing  with  homosexuality  In 
Nazi  Germany  and  Ihe  Nazi  persecution 
and  ex  terminal  Ion  ot  homosexuals,  the 


Frank  R actor 

102  West  85th  Street 

New  York  NY  10024 


THE  GAY  HEALTH  GUIDE 

BV  Robert  L  Rowan  6.  Paul 
J  Gll'elte.  Written  by  an  ex- 
perienced urologist  and  a 
prominent  psychologist,  this 
booh  Is  the  most  reliable  non- 
judgemental  guide  to  gay 
health  problems  available 
today.  Compassionate  and 
Informative, 
No.45      [12.50  +    50)$12.BO 


eloquent  account  ol  the  kind 
ot  pain  and  beauty  that  every 
young  homosexuals  live  with 
tromday  today." 
No.46  (1,50+  .20)81.70 

A  HEASON  TO  KILL.  Eve 

Zaremba's  first  novel,  a  mur- 
der mystery  with  a  gay  twist. 
"A  rollicking  romp  through 
the  genre  ot  detective  fic- 
tion."  said  Gillian  Chase  In 
The  Body  Politic . 
No.47  (195+  .25)12.20 

RIGHT  HAND  LEFT  HAND 

by  one  of  Canada's  best  loved 
poets.  Dorothy  Livesay,  this 
Is  "a  true  life  ot  Ibe  Thirties:" 
Paris.  Montreal.  Toronto,  the 
West  and   Vancouver,  love, 


PATH  OF  SNOW  by  E.A. 

Lacey.  Poems  written  over  a 
period  of  22  years  in  a  wide 
variety  of  countries  and  cir- 
cumstances, by  a  man  who 
describes  himself  gladly  as 


poim 
feminism 


No.  4 


e  Oepre: 
\    powerful   and 
jmentary 
6.95  +    30)  $7.25 


AND  GOD  BLESS  UNCLE 
HAflRY  and  His  Roommate 
Jack,  Who  We're  Not  Sup- 
cosed  to  Talk  About.  Cartoons 
collected  from  the  New  Yorket 
ol  gay  magazines,  Christopher 
Street 
N0.4B  (2.95  +  -25U3J0 


(3.95  +  .25)  $4.20 


and  poet.  "Unadorned,  sen- 
sual    and     perceptive...  very 
much  about  gay  life." 
No.  42  (3.50+  .25)  $3.75 

THE    MALE    MUSE.    Ian 

Young's  gay  poetry  anthology 
includes  works  by  Allen  Gins- 
berg, Paul  Goodman.  Thorn 
Gunn,  Christopher  tsherwood, 
Harold  Norse,  and  more 
No.  80  [3,95+  .25)  $4  JO 

3  BY  PAUL  GOODMAN 
Drawing  the  Line  (No.  63). 
Goodman's  best  writings  on 
the  problems  of  political  con- 
science In  our  time,  essays  on 
violence,  pacifism,  anarchy 
and  mora,  many  long  out  ot 
print.  Creator  Spirit  Come  (No 
64).  literary  essays  covering 
such  diverse  topics  as  meth- 
od. Interpretation,  pornogra- 
phy and  censorship.  Percep- 
ts, provocative  and  Innova- 
tive And  Nature  Heals  (No  65) 
psyc not og leal  essays  which 
firmly  re-establish  Goodman 
as  one  ol  the  major  theoreti- 
cians ol  Geslail  therapy,  inclu- 
ded is  the  famous  essay,  "The 
Politics  of  Being  Queer  ■ 
Eeeh  (13.96  +  .30)  $1425 
Or  buy  all  three  —  uve  $5.75! 
Ch**  box  No.  66  on  the  form 


ASHES  FOR  EASTER  and 

Other  Monodramas,  by  the 
author  ot  Love  and  the  Wait- 
ing Game.  David  Watmough. 
"He  Is  an  artist  ol  language, 
a   storyteller,    a   spinner   ot 

No  58  (5.95+  25)  $620 

SOME  ANGRY  SUMMER 
SONGS  Four  short  plays  by 
John  Herbert,  Canada's  best- 
known  playwright  abroad  and 
often  most  contentious  at 
home;  the  first  Canadian  col- 
lection by  the  author  of  for- 

No.59  (4.95+  2S)$S20 

WRESTLING  THE  ANGEL 

Stan  Persky's  chronicle  ol 
growth  and  ot  personal  and 
political  development.  In  a 
handsome  paperback  edition 
No.  62  (6.95  +  .25)  $7.20 

6  BY  MICHEL  TREMBLAY 

Quebec's  best-known  and 
most  controversial  playwright 
En  Pieces  Detachaos  |No.  51). 
an  early  look  at  the  East  End 
Montreal  neighbourhoods  that 
became  the  setting  for  later 
works  like  Forever  Yours, 
Marie-Lou  (No  52)  and  the 
green-stamps  madness  of  Lea 
Belles  Soeurs  (No  53).  Also 
available:  La  Duchesse de  Lan- 
geels  end  Other  Plays  (No  54|, 
Bonjour.  la,  Sonjour  (No  56). 
and  the  electrifying  portrayal 
ot  a  drag  queen  obsessed  with 
his  image  as  Elizabeth  Taylor 
in  Cleopatra.  Hosanna  (No  56). 

editions  trom  Taionbooka 
Each  (4.96  +   30i$5JO 

Or  buy  all  ilx  lor  the  price  ot 
ftve!  Check  box  No  57. 


LAW  LAW  LAWThe  fourth 

ket  manual  thai  has  sold  more 
than  50,000  copies  across 
Canada.  Information  on  ar- 
rests, drugs,  apartment  prob- 
lems, and  a  special  chapter 
on  homosexuality. 
No.SO  (2.95+    25)53.20 


STILL  AVAILABLE 

THE  JOY  OF  GAY  SEX  by 

Charles  Slfversteln  A  Edmund 
While.  The  best-selling  guide 


lical  advice  i 


(15.i 


e  giving  prac- 
social  prob- 

+  .50)  $16.45      No  44 


OUR    RIGHT    TO     LOVE 

A  Lesbian  Resource  Book, 
produced  In  cooperation  with 
the  women  ol  the  US  National 
Gay  Task  Force,  and  edited  by 
Glnny  Vlda.  This  thorough  ref- 
erence guide  brings  together 
lesbian  and  feminist  Ideas,  ex- 
periences and  opinions  on 
everything  from  legal  issues 
to  love  affairs,  religious  exper- 
iences lo  sexual  I  ly. 
No.38        (15.50+    rfli  S16.00 

GETTING  SEX  by  John  Alan 
Lee.  Gay  people  lave  learned 
to  accept  and  fulfill  sexual 
needs  in  many  ways  not  avail- 
able to  heterosexuals.  We  rray 
have  a  few  things  lo  teach  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Lee  takes  a 


look. 


5)  $9.30 


BACK  IN  STOCK: 


DANCE    AS    DANCE    by 

Graham  Jackson.  The  llrst  col- 
lection of  dance  reviews  and 
articles  published  in  Canada, 
authored  by  the  man  John 
Herbert  calls  "one  of  the 
sharpest  and  clearest  writing 
on  the  national  and  intema- 

No.25  (6  95+  .30)  $725 

W1LHELM  VON  GLOEDEN 
PHOTOGRAPHER  Charles 
Leslie's  beautiful  collection  of 
the  German  baron's  nude 
photographs  ot  the  youths 
and  men  of  Sicily  —  a  remark- 
able record  of  homoerotlca  at 
the  turn  ol  the  century. 
No.24        (11.95+  .35)112.30 
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OUR  HUGE 


your 
body. 

Wake  up  to  a  warm, 
whirling  tub.  or  relax  after 
a  long  day  in  a  hoi.  soolh- 
ingone.    The  Hoi  Tub 
makes  exercise  more 
effective,  loo  - 
and  more  tun. 
Drop  in  and  we' 
show  you 


I 


£134  fUEEN  ST.  eflJflW'1 
114  IKE  BEACHES 


^Joronto    Charter 


S.V,  Albatross  VI 56'  Sailing  Ketch 
Invites  you  to  'COME  SAILING-' 

Now  booking  for  Sonaj^ftmer 
■7R  fnr  a  tew  £«•**      _*A 


:S  DOEUVRES 

PROFESSIONALLY  SKIPPERED 

BY  OWNERS 

RATES  AVAILABLE  FOR 

PARTIES  OF  2  — 20 


Call:(4'6)922  4888or 

'rite  Doug  Haines  or  Frank  Madnto 

PO.  Box  i064,Sta1ionQ 

Toronto.  Ontario  M4T2P3 


The  Food  of  Love 

Princesse  Edmond  de  Polignac 
(1865  ■  1943)  and  her  Salon 

Michael  deCossart 

Hamish  Hamilton  (Thomas  Nelson 

and  Sons  in  Canada),  1978,  $18.50 

Along  with  the  Bloomsbury  circle,  the 
Paris  artistic  scene  ot  the  belle  epoque 
continues  to  fascinate  gays  of  both 
sexes  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Living  In  a  subculture  with  more  lea- 
ther bars  than  poets'  circles,  North 
American  gays  with  a  taste  (or  "high 
culture"  are  nostalgically  attracted  to 
the  glittering  world  of  pre-de  press  ion 
European  salons,  in  which  homosex- 
uality was  often  one  more  mark  of  cul- 
tural sophistication,  on  a  par  with  a 
talent  for  composing,  an  old  aristo- 
cratic name  or  a  propensity  to 
consumption. 

In  recent  years,  this  nostalgic  curio- 
sity has  been  partly  satisfied  as  It 
concerns  the  Bloomsbury  circle  by  a 
series  of  books  written  by  second- 
generation  hangers-on  such  as  Quentln 
Bell  and  Nigel  Nlcolson.  The  world  of 
the  Parisian  upper  crust  around  the 
turn  of  the  century,  however,  has  not 
received  much  attention,  at  least  from 
English-speaking  writers.  Proust's 
semi-fictional  reminiscences  remain 
the  classic  on  the  topic  to  this  date, 
even  though  something  begins  to  be 
known  about  the  lesbian  literary  circles 
of  Gertrude  Stein.  Natalie  Barney, 
Colette,  and  the  wilting  poet  Renee 
Vivien.  The  book  under  review  Is  a 
I  much-needed  attempt  to  add  to  our 
knowledge  ol  the  period  by  revealing 
the  world  of  the  Princesse  de  Polignac, 
i  a  lesbian  who  made  and  unmade  artis- 
I  tic  and  musical  reputations  by  careful 
orchestration  of  the  artists'  egos  in  her 
j  sumptuous  salons  in  Paris,  London, 
and  Venice. 

|     Although  a  composer  and  painter  in 
,  her  own  right,  Mme  de  Polignac  (bom 
Wimaretta  Singer)  preferred  to  play  the 
role  of  maecenas  and  pay  everyone 
else  to  compose  or  paint,  being  es- 
!  pecially  fond  of  starving,  avant-garde 
■  young  talent  of  either  sex.  Her  sexual 
.  preference  remained  strictly  private:  in 
1  artistic  matters  her  only  concern  was 
I  to  be  seen  as  the  trend-setting  dis- 
coverer of  the  latest  luminaries,  and  she 
did  not  make  any  special  efforts  to 
|  encourage  lesbian  or  women  artists. 


A  princess  only  by  marriage,  her 
Immense  wealth  was  due  to  her  father 
Isaac  Singer's  world-famous  sewing 
machine  —  mysterious  references  to 
this  household  appliance  in  the  works 
ol  Jean  Cocteau  or  Marcel  Proust  may 
in  many  cases  be  references  to  this 
woman's  lifelong  quest  lo  redeem  the 
sin  ot  her  money's  humble  origins  by 
lavishly  supporting  avant-garde  artists. 
from  Eric  Satie  and  Stravinsky  to 
Isadora  Duncan. 

Michael  de  Cossart's  book,  unfort- 
unately. Is  monotonous  and  badly  writ- 
ten: lists  of  names,  however  lamous, 
strung  together  with  |ournalistic  cli- 
ches do  not  an  interesting  book  make, 
and  the  in-group  anecdotes  are  few.  far 
between,  and  badly  told.  The  author 
will  also  provoke  the  contempt  ot  gays 
with  his  "explanations"  of  lesbianism  as 
being  caused  (in  the  Princess'  case)  by 
the  absence  of  a  strong  mother-figure 
and  (in  the  case  of  Violet  Treyfusis)  by 
the  presence  of  a  strong  mother. 
Where  do  straight  women  come  from, 
one  wonders.  Cos  san  further  alienates 
any  potential  gay  readers  by  Irrltatingly 
referring  to  lovers  as  "friends,"  as  If 
denying  the  existence  of  lesbianism, 
and  writing  in  a  patronizing  and  sexist 
tone.  Sample:  "Elizabeth  de  Gramont, 
who  had  lust  unburdened  herself  of  her 
husband,  the  Due  of  Clermont- 
Tonnerre,  In  favour  of  Sapphic  friend-  - 
ships..."  Is.  from  a  literary  point  of 
view,  affected,  and  from  a  political  per- 
spective, Infuriating. 

It  would  have  been  a  pleasure  to  dis- 
cover a  sympathetic  but  detached 
account  of  the  world  of  the  Princess  de 
Polignac,  something  to  balance  Marcel 
Proust's  excessively  sensitive  descrip- 
,  tlons,  which,  literary  masterpieces  that 
J  they  are,  suffer  nevertheless  from 

being  self-indulgent  and  cliquish  (and 
I  which  are,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
understanding  homosexuality,  extreme- 
ly dated).  Unfortunately,  this  book  fails 
to  provide  either  new  Information  or  in- 
telligent analysis,  and  Is  definitely  not 
worth  its  appropriately  artistocratlc 
price  of  $18. 50. 

Incidentally,  the  catchy  title  Trie 
Food  ot  Love  (an  allusion  to  "If  music 
:  be  the  food  of  love,  play  on,"  from 
'  Twelfth  Night)  is  rather  badly  chosen, 
since  there  Is  little  about  music  and 
even  less  about  love  between  the  two 
covers,  and  rather  a  lot  about  elegance, 
indolence,  and  snobbery 

by  Mariana  ValverdaD    I 
Auguat  1978 
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Metropolitan  Life 

Fran  Lebowltz 

EP  Dutton  (Clarke,  Irwin 

In  Canada),  1978,  $10.75 

Notes  on  Fran:  Flrsi  of),  jus!  because 
Fran's  comments  on  everything  under 
the  sun,  which  ace  however  endemic  to 
New  York  (which  means  they  do 
include  everything  under  the  sun),  are 
written  In  short,  caustic  takes  does  not 

'  mean  they  have  not  been  thought  out 
and  laboured  at  scrupulously.  One 
Imagines  Fran  over  (he  hot  stove  ot  lit- 
erary activity  all  day  (well,  from  mid- 
night to  t  AM)  slaving  away  at  trying  to 

I  souffle  someprose.  She  whips  upa 
storm  most  of  the  time;  that  she  bombs 
occasionally  Is  In  part  due  to  her  peril- 
ous occupation  as  a  humorist  I  for 
one  think  she's  the  hankie's  sweat. 

I       Speaking  of  which,  Fran  is  not  so 
naive  as  to  believe  that  writing  is  not  a 
grind:  she  Is,  after  all,  a  "working 
girt."  Writing  Is  a  grind,  much  like 
painting  other  people's  houses  during 

■  the  summer,  and  Is  only  worthwhile 
1  once  you  have  the  cash  closed  light  In 

your  fist  or  when  your  employer  offers 
you  the  metaphorical  equivalent  oF  a 
hot  bowl  of  soup. 

The  subjects  through  which  Fran 

■  whizzes  In  her  generally  whlz-bang 
book,  and  which  are  subjects  she  gen- 

I  erally  despises,  include  digital  clocks, 

I  consciousness-raising,  conceptual  ait, 

|  Los  Angeles,  leisure  suits,  plants,  cop- 
ious consumption  of  amyl  nitrate,  the 

.  word  "assertive,"  and  writing.  Her  style 
Is  brazenly  epigrammatic  (which  I  sup- 
pose Is  the  only  way  to  be  eplgram- 

I  matlc).  A  soupcon  of  some  of  her  stun- 
ners: "A  salad  is  not  a  meal.  It  is  a 
style."  Or,  of  poetry:  "Generally  speak- 
ing, It  Is  Inhumane  to  detain  a  fleeting       . 
insight."  Or  carping  about  a  plant  that, 

,  II  Is  said,  generally  makes  Its  own  food:    ' 
"There  Is,  I  believe,  something  just  the 

i  tiniest  bit  smug  In  that  statement.  And 
Generally  Makes  Its  Own  Food,  does 
it?...Whenyou  runacross  one  that 
Generally  Makes  lis  Own  Money,  give 

i  meacall." 

!      Fran  will  doubtless  appeal  to  those 
:  ot  the  homosexual  persuasion.  Should 
I  wesay  It?  Fran's  Is  a  finely  honed  fag 
humour.  "Notes  on  TrlcK,"  a  partial 
parody  of  Susan  Sontag's  "Notes  On 
Camp,"  refers  to  the  person  with  whom 
one  has  sexual  congress,  usually  a 
stranger.  "The  mislreatment  of  Tricks," 
says  Fran,  "is  the  revenge  ot  the  intelli- 
gent upon  the  beautiful."  And  so  It 
goes.  That  Metropolitan  Lite  prolifer- 
ates with  manifestations  ot 
homosexuality  (I'd  better  say  gayness) 
is  a  direct  result  of  everything  in  New 
York  being  either  produced  or 
provoked  by  gay  culture,  with  the  poss- 
ible exception  ot  St  Patrick's 
Cathedral  (and  there  have  been  stories 
I  about  that). 

An  observer  of  "the  scene."  Fran  has 
been  able  to  document  and  make  sar- 
castic comments  about  just  about 
everything,  about.  That  Includes  strang- 
ely deployed  pocket  handkerchiefs. 
Halston,  how  lo  become  a  pope,  the 
literary  possibilities  of  the  vulva, 
children,  disc  jockeys,  discos,  cock- 
roaches and  any  kind  ot  trend.  Fran  is 
the  first  hip  curmudgeon. 

Fran  herself,  Irom  the  Information 
with  which  she  has  privileged  her 
reader,  gives  the  impression  she  Is  not 
thoroughly  likeable.  Do  not  phone  Fran 
before  dinnertime.  Never.  Her  typical 
day  Includes  lounging  in  bed,  smoking 
a  lot,  tanlasizlng  and  putting  off  writ- 
ing. An  agent  who  phones  her  from  the 
dread  LA  is  "audibly  tan "  Her  favorite 
way  lo  wake  up  is  to  have  a  "certain 
French  movie  star  whisper  to  me  softly 
at  two-thirty  in  the  afternoon  that  if  I 
want  to  gel  to  Sweden  in  time  to  pick 
up  my  Nobel  Prize  for  Literature  I  had 
better  ring  for  breakfast."  It  Is  at  pellu- 
cidry  poignant  times  as  these  thai  one 
realizes  that  Fran  is  no  different  from 
anyone  else. 

Because  ot  her  phone  bills  and  her 
desperate  need  for  a  new  apartment, 
Fran  would  appreciate  your  shelling 
oul  $10.75  tor  her  wonderfully  wrought 
opinions. 
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Nonsense 
and  Wonder 

The  Poems  and  Cartoons 
of  Edward  Lear 

Thomas  Byrom 

EP  Dutton  (Clarke,  Irwin 

in  Canada),  1977,  $12.75 

Edward  Lear 
and  his  World 

John  Lehmann 
Scribner's,  1977,  $9,95 

England's  "Nonsense  Laureate"  and 
best  known  (or  his  "Owl  and  the 
Pussycat,"  Edward  Lear  published  his 
Book  of  Nonsense  20  years  before 
Lewis  Carroll's  Alice  In  Wonderland.  By 
'.   1877  he  had  published  over  200  illus- 
|  trated  limericks,  20  longer  nonsense 
.  poems,  and  many  nonsense  alphabets. 

A  "drawing-room  Orpheus"  and  reluc- 
,  tant  court-jester,  he  pul  his  own  and 
Tennyson's  poems  to  music  and.  ac- 
companying himself  on  the  piano, 
moved  generations  ol  Victorians  to 
tears  and  laughter  with  his  hymn-like 
'  songs. 

As  much  as  he  loved  his  poetry  and 
'  music,  Lear  thought  of  himself  as  an 
artist,  a  "dirty  Landscape  painter,"  and 
spent  40  years  of  his  life  wandering 
I  through  Europe,  the  Mediterranean  and 
India,  exiling  himself  from  England  and 
1  finally  settling  at  San  Remo,  Italy  In 

1871.  In  his  early  life  he  made  natural 
i  history  drawings  tor  the  Zoological 

Gardens  In  London,  lor  J  Gould's  bird 
I  books,  and  even  for  Darwin's  Voyage  ot 

the  Beagle. 
I      Lear  did  not  acknowledge  his  homo- 
I  sexuality  as  frankly  as  his  friend  John 
I  Addlngton  Symonds,  or  Charlotte 
Cushman.  whose  dinner  parties  he 
attended  in  Rome.  From  his  diaries  and 
letters  we  can  document  that  his  love 
j  tormen  was  primary  Inhis  life,  and  thai 
.  he  sullered  deep  depressions  when  he 

feltdeserted  by  Frank  Lushlngton  In 
,  I855andby  Hubert  Congreve  In  1877. 

He  twice  thought  of  marriage,  but  more 
j  as  a  conventional  cure  (or  loneliness 
lhanas  an  expression  of  love.  As  his 
nonsense  character  Ihe  Yonghy- 
Bonghy-Bo  put  it,  "Will  you  come  and  be 
my  wlfe?...l  am  tired  ol  living  slngly...l'm 
aweary  of  my  lite." 
His  diaries  give  us  glimpses  of  a  dark- 
;  erslde.  Four  "miseries"  plagued  him: 
"the Terrible  Demon,"  his  epilepsy, 
which  he  kept  secret  trom  all  but  his 
.  family;  "the  Morblds,"  deep  depres- 
j  slons,  which  some  ol  his  friends  were 
!  aware  of;  "Self-Control,"  probably  his 
|  attempt  to  keep  masturbation  toaminl- 
i  mum;  and  an  unnamed  misery,  "the 
greatest  Evil,"  "one  known  but  unwrit- 
ten," probably  his  effort  to  suppress  his 
sexual  desires  for  men  while  needing 
their  Intimacy.  The  origin  ot  this 
"greatest  Evil"  Lear  traces  loan  inci- 
dent between  himself  and  his  19  year 
old  cousin  Frederick  when  Lear  was  9. 

Until  recently  those  writing  about 
Lear's  life  have  had  difficulty  accepting 
his  homosexuality.  Angus  Davidson, 
Lear's  first  biographer,  could  say  that 
Lushlngton  "held  the  supreme 
position"  In  Lear's  heart  and  that  Lear 
"ardently  desired"  a  degree  of  "unres- 
erved Intimacy"  with  him,  which  may 
have  been  a  sympathetic  and  daring 
statement  for  1938,  but  the  blow  was 
softened  by  Oavidson's  over-emphasis 
on  Lear's  more  shallow  love  (or  Gussie 
Bet  hell.  Ten  years  later  George  Orwell 
could  glibly  write,  "He  never  married; 


and  It  is  easy  to  guess  that  there  was 
something  wrong  with  his  sex  Hie."  In 
1951  Hoic-rook  Jackson,  editor  ot  the 
Dover  edition  of  Lear's  nonsense, 
subscribed  to  the  arrested  development 
theory:  Lear's  works  "are  as  sexless  as 

'  the  artistic  efforts  of  a  child.. .his 
peterpan theism  was  no  pose";  and  to 
prove  Lear's  "anomaly  ot  prolonged 
adolescence"  he  tells  us  that  Lear  did 
not  cut  his  wisdom  teeth  until  he  was 
41 1  As  late  as  1967  Philip  Hof er,  In  his 
introduction  to  Edward  Lear  as  a  Land- 
scape Painter,  could  write  "It  Is  unlikely 

,   that  Lear  was  a  homosexual"  and  In  the 

1   next  sentence  add  that  he  had  "a 
consuming  desire  for  Intimacy  and  un- 
restrained communion  with  Franklin 
Lushington." 

In  1968  Lear's  second  biographer, 
Vivien  Noakes,  not  only  said  that  Lear 
was  homosexual  but  also  acknowl- 
edged that  his  "conflict  as  he  fought  to 
suppress"  his  homosexuality  was  "a 
conflict  which  contribuled  to  his  con- 
stant stale  of  restlessness  and  de- 
pression." Considering  the  previous 
literature,  Noakes'  recognition  of  this 
conflict  was  a  bold  step  lo  take  and  If. 
as  Lear  writes  In  his  diaries,  this  conflict 
was  one  ot  the  greatest  struggles  of  his 

|  life,  then  his  nonsense,  his  wandering, 
and  his  relationships  must  be  re- 
examined In  the  context  of  his 
homosexual  I  ly. 

Thomas  Byrom  begins  his  book, 
Nonsense  and  Wonder,  with  a  50  page 
summary  of  Lear's  life,  mostly  based  on 
Noakes'  biography.  He  then  takes  us  on 
a  survey  of  the  limericks  and  longer 


"courtship  and  voyage"  poems,  trom 
"The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat"  to  "The 

Table  and  Ihe  Chair,"  where  we  see  a 
parade  ot  unlikely  couples,  suffering 
from  their  domestic  confinement  their 
genders  undetermined  or  sex-roles  re- 
versed, trying  to  escape  to  paradise 
lands  where  they  can  happily  be 
themselves.  The  couples  in  these 
poems  were  as  odd  as  Lear's  own 
relationships,  and  he  certainly  shared 
their  need  to  escape  a  confining  and 
hostile  world. 

What  we  learn  from  Byrom' s  study, 
however,  that  has  not  been  clear  In  the 
biographies  Is  that  Lear  may  have  finally 
rejected,  at  least  in  his  nonsense,  the 
whole  Romantic  notion  that  one  could 
find  lasting  happiness  in  a  lover.  In  what 
Byrom  calls  the  "paradise  poems," 

|  some  ot  the  last  he  was  to  write.  Lear 

!  gives  us  aglimpse  of  what  he  may  have 
been  searching  (or.  "Love  between  a 

1  couple,"  Byrom  suggests,  "is  replaced 
by  love  among  people  of  a  community, 
and  the  exile  finds  a  home  for  himself 

|  abroad,  In  places  which  He  beyond  or- 

,  dlnary  comprehension." 

Beneath  the  surface  of  almost  every 

1  pageot  this  book,  but  rarely  made 

I  explicit,  are  the  connections  between 
the  nonsense  and  Lear's  homo- 
sexuality. The  loneliness  we  see 
in  nearly  all  the  nonsense  was  rooted  in 

:  his  painful  relationships  with  Frank, 
Hubert,  and  other  men.  Wllhout  the 
nonsense  this  loneliness  might  have 
destroyed  him.  Living  In  a  repressive 
culture  that  saw  homosexuality  and 
masturbation  as  the  caus 
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poems,  his  argument  being  that  Lear 
unconsciously  used  his  nonsense  lo  In- 
vestigate "the  full  extent  ot  his 
personal,  social  and  artistic  estrange- 
ment," and  lo  carry  himself,  held  up  by 
his  sense  ot  wonder  and  mystery,  to  a 
vision,  however  brief,  of  personal  Integ- 
rity, a  sense  of  belonging,  and  freedom. 

Byrom's  reading  of  the  nonsense  is 
biographical:  we  learn  about  the  non- 
sense from  Lear's  life,  about  his  life 
from  the  nonsense.  In  the  Introduction 
to  his  study  of  the  limericks  he  tells  us 
that  "Lear  committed  his  emotional  and 
spiritual  lite  to  this  cryptic  form." 

Byrom  guides  us  through  the  longer 
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Lear  sought  a  way  to  understand  and 
accept  his  gueerness,  even  rejoice  In  it, 
without  going  "utterly  to  the  mad  bad 
sad"  or  surrendering  to  the  domestic 
security  ot  marriage.  Like  so  many  Vic- 
torian adults,  he  was  drawn  to  the  unin- 
hibited world  of  children's  literature  and 
pictures,  where  he  could  express  his 
fears,  his  sense  ot  the  absurd,  and  his 
talth  in  the  mysterious.  II  Is  a  tribute  to 
Lear's  genius  and  courage  that  the  non- 
sense he  wrote  to  entertain  children 
could  also  help  him  survive  his  mis- 
eries, allowing  him  to  envision  a  land,  as 
Byrom  Illustrates,  where  the  queer  can 
find  a  home  of  their  own. 

John  Lehmann's  book,  Edward  Lear 
and hiS  World,  Is  mostly  Interesting  for 
Its  Illustrations.  The  text  is  based  on  the 
Davidson  and  Noakes  biographies  and 
Is  aconcise  summary  of  his  lite.  This 
book  Includes  new  natural  history  draw- 
ings, a  targe  selection  of  landscape 
sketches,  some  unpublished  nonsense 
cartoons,  and  reproductions  of  letters 
and  diary  entries.  Also  of  Interest  Is  the 
Inclusion  of  W.H.  Auden's  sonnet 
"Edward  Lear,"  an  appreciation  of  Lear 
that  Auden  must  have  been  moved  to 
write  after  reading  the  Davidson 
biography  In  1939. 

by  Allan  BfruMD 
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The  Manhood 
Ceremony 


Ross  Berliner 

Simon  &  Schuster,  1978,  $8.95 
This  is  Ihe  story  of  a  young  boy's 
abducllon  and  rape  at  the  hands  ot  a 
crazy  man  named  Arvls.  It's  scary,  full  ot 
suspense,  and  of  course,  timely  As  the 
ultimate  In  shocking  themes,  adult-child 
coercion  has  become  increasingly  fam- 
iliar as  an  attempt  to  get  closer  and 
closer  to  a  depiction  of  evil  that  will 
shake  readers  lo  the  core  and  yet  retain 
the  reality  of  the  possible  —  a  plausible 
wickedness  Ittal  is  all  Ihe  more  tas- 
'  cinating  because  It  is  not  uncommon. 
Homosexual  relations  between  unequal 
men  of  the  same  age  has  long  served  as 
a  framework  for  showing  Iwisled,  sad- 
istic neuroses  In  full  flower  (Reflections 
In  a  Golder  Eye;  Eustace  Chlsolm  and 
the  Works)-  Now  to  evoke  a  comparable 
shudder  it  Is  necessary  to  make  one  of 
the  males  a  young  boy.  In  the  case  of 
Tony  Duvert's  1973  novel  Strange 
Landscape  there  was  a  chateau  full  of 
boy  concubines  The  device  seems  pro- 
per enough  In  the  hands  of  talented 
writers.  As  utilized  by  Ross  Berliner  It 
does  not. 

The  jacket  copy  tells  us  his  name  Is 
"a  pseudonym  tor  an  eminent  physician 
and  teacher  al  an  Eastern  university 
who  specializes  in  adolescent 
medicine."  Married,  a  father,  etc.,  "he 
writes  novels  In  his  spare  lime."  I  don'l 
■  think  I  go  beyond  the  bounds  of 
'  ob|ectlvlty  when  I  Judge  the  moral 
I  outlook  andunspokenprejudlceof  this 

writer  to  outweigh  his  abilities  at 
!   storytelling  and  reproducing  human 
1    speech.  These  he  can  do,  within  limits, 
and  as  a  hack  he  satisfies  Ihe  demands 
of  racy  fiction. 
But  the  tacit  assumption  that  all 
i    pedophiles  are  as  disturbed  as  Arvls 

alarms  me.  and  this  is  not  the  worst  of 
j    It.  In  Berliner's  view  homosexuality  Is  a 
terrible  burden  to  bear,  requiring  enor- 
mous resources  for  coping.  And  If  you 
come  to  learn  of  It  by  being  abducted 
and  raped,  you  will  find  yourself 
afflicted  with  Its  dread  curse  and  suffer 
the  tortures  of  the  damned.  This  Is 
I    where  he  leaves  the  twelve-year-old 
j    Ricky  at  the  story's  end,  In  an  abyss  of 
.    despair  and  fear,  on  his  way  to 
I   madness.  It  Is  a  grave  disservice  to  gay 
j   people  In  general  to  send  forth  this 
Image  of  life  into  the  world.  To  picture 
for  young  readers  the  boy's  fate  in  this 
fashion  Is  unconscionably  malevolent. 
1    For  in  Ihe  days  of  his  travelling  with  Ihe 
'  man,  Ricky  has  come  to  en|oy  the  sex, 

and  he  can't  reconcile  the  pleasure  with 
:  Ihe  evil  thai  Arvis  does.  Neither, 


apparently,  can  the  author  The  only  way 
out  is  to  go  crazy. 

Contrasted  with  all  this  is  the  good 
cop  Mike.  Mike  is  gay  too  and  has  a 
couple  of  heart-to-heart  talks  with  his 
boss,  who  has  a  gay  son  This  puts  the 
boss  in  a  position  lo  sympathize,  if  not 
understand.  All  that  comes  ol  these 
talks  is  that  Mike  feels  better  for  having 
come  out,  and  thai  he  must  be  brave 
and  try  to  bear  up.  The  novel's  reso- 
lution comes  when  Mike  slays  the  villain 
Arvis,  an  act  thai  gives  Mike  release 
from  the  guilt  he  feels  as  gay.  It  gains 
for  him,  too,  the  blessing  of  his  boss. 
who  understands  this  act  of  revenge 
and  will.  Indeed,  lie  to  cover  up  for  him. 
Nothing  further  happens  lo  let  Mike  (or 
us)  resolve  conflicting  feelings  about 
pederasty  and  relations  between  men 
closer  In  age  The  villain's  love  for  boys 
separates  him  from  normal  queers  like 
Mike  at  least  as  much  as  his  craziness 
does 

I  felt  diminished  at  the  end  of  The 
Manhood  Ceremony,  as  resignedly 
depressed  as  you  can  get  from 
watching  television,  which  also  takes 
complex  issues  and  reduces  them  to 
pennydreadful  sensations  and  formula 
plots.  The  characters  might  as  well  have 
labels  hanging  from  their  necks,  so  rigid 
and  fixated  are  their  drives.  I  don't  think 
it  likely  that  the  book  will  be  Inor- 
dinately successful  if  and  when  It 
should  go  Into  paperback,  but  the  very 
thought  of  such  efficient  lunk  making  It 
to  the  mass  market  levells  disquieting. 
by  David  Roche 


The  Night 

They  Raided  Truxx 

Terry  Last  and  Paul  Ledoux 

The  bTheat rical  Company 
The  Turret,  Halifax 
Bar  raids  and  Jail  cells  are  not  the  usual 
stuff  ot  comedy,  but  writers  Last  and 
Ledoux  have  managed  to  turn  an  unsav- 
oury Incident  of  gay  oppression  into  a 
lively  and  occasionally  moving  evening 
of  cabaret  theatre.  The  production 
played  to  full  houses  during  the  Annual 
Conference  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
meeting  in  Halifax  at  the  end  of  June. 

It  was  a  fast-paced  show,  ably 
directed  by  Rosemary  Gilbert  Weir  and 
competently  produced  despite  budget 
restrictions  and  a  I  ess- than- 1  deal 
playing  space.  The  mixed- media 


People  used  lo  say  homosexuals  had  a  great  sense  ot  humour,  meaning  we  lendwt  lo  deprecate 
ourselves  a  lot.  The  struggle  tor  equal  rights  lor  gays  has  changed  that;  now  It's  said  we're 
completely  humourless  "AND  GOD  BLESS  UNCLE  HAHRV  AND  HIS  fiOOMATE  JACK  (WHO 
WE'RE  NOT  SUPPOSED  TO  TALK  ABOUT"  (Avon.  1978. 12.95)  is  a  collection  ol  canoons  from 
Cnrtstopher  Street  Magazine.  It  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  laugh  al  ourselves  and  our  various 
lllestyles.  Very  much  a  New  York  book,  ref  lecllng  Ihe  wonderful  and  outrageous  extremes  of  the 
Big  Apple's  gay  world,  II  lovingly  polnls  a  linger  at  lesbian  and  gay  silliness. 

20/Body  Politic 


The  Night  They  flerfdad  Truxi;  Montreal  cop  (BIN  Can)  Interrogates  Trux*  palron  (Rod  Muriayl 


gadgetry  —  video  screens  and  overhead 
projections  —  occasionally  worked,  but 
more  often  they  were  merely  flickering 
diversions.  Acting  varied  greatly,  not 
surprising  In  a  mixed  cast  of  amateurs 
and  professionals.  The  finest 
performance  was  given  by  Rod  Murray 
as  the  hustler  being  interrogated  by  the 
cops.  The  scene  acts  as  the  emotional 
centre  of  the  play,  a  vivid  contrast  to  the 
upbeat  tone  of  the  musical  numbers. 

The  first  act  takes  place  in  the  Truxx 
bar  before  the  raid.  We  meet  a  cross- 
section  ot  men  who  might  frequent  a  ban 
the  mock-feudlng  leather  duo,  the  older 
man,  the  younger  hustler,  the  uptight 
closet  case,  the  lovers  with  differing 
Ideas  of  monogamy,  the  bitchy  queen. 
These  types  are  sketched  In  with  broad 
strokes  of  humour.  The  audience 
wanted  to  laugh,  but  kept  wincing  at  the 
bitterness  of  some  ot  the  exchanges. 
Were  the  characters  cabaret  exaggera- 
tions or  impersonations  of  plausible  In- 
dividuals? We  were  never  sure,  and  the 
ambiguity  tipped  the  balance  of  tone 
from  satire  to  melodrama,  A  musical 
number  finally  rescued  us. 

Music  enlivens  Truxx.  Most  of  the 
songs  are  entertaining,  even  brilliant.  I 
liked  Ihe  "Jock  Song",  which  pokes  fun 
at  uptight  straight  men  who  protect 
themselves  with  their  symbols  of 
masculinity:  "life  can  go  on  If  our  jock- 
straps are  tight."  I  also  enjoyed  the 
"Pen  Song,"  sung  as  a  harmony  chorus 
by  Ihe  arresied  men  in  their  cell.  The 
most  outrageous  and  original  number 
was  Ihe  VO  doctor  In  Mae  West  drag 
sashaying  about  the  stage  (wielding  a 
gigantic  6- tip  tied  with  a  bow)  and 
urging  the  men  to  "point  that  thing  at 
me." 

The  comic  exaggeration  of  this 
moment  was  abruptly  stopped  when 
Ralph,  the  older  man,  refuses  to  submll 
to  further  humiliation.  "This  has  gone  far 
enough,"  he  declares  and  strides  off- 
stage. His  defiance  Is  exhilarating  and  It 
pointed  up  what  was  missing  from  an 
otherwise-admirable  show. 

As  long  as  the  musical  numbers  were 
funny  In  a  laughlng-to-avoid-the-tears 
tradition,  the  pace  kept  up.  It  was  the 
serious  moments  which  often  rang 
false.  After  Tommy  the  hustler  is  forced 
Into  an  incriminating  confession,  the 
cast  croons  "Why  can't  they  leave  us 
aJone?"  like  a  down-on- 1  he-plan  tat  Ion 
spiritual.  Surely  we  don't  needantl- 
Beltum  wlstfulness?  We  need  defiance 
—  and  affirmation.  The  all-cast  finale, 
"Gay  Until  the  Day  that  I  Die,"  is  un- 
doubtedly meant  to  be  rousing,  but  It 
left  me  unmoved.  Something  was 
needed  which  conveyed  the  spirit  of  the 
2000-strong  demonstration  in  Ihe 
streets  of  Montreal  following  the  raid.  1 
ddn'l  hear  it. 

Nevertheless,  The  Night  They  Raided 
Truxx  is  a  substantial  advance  lor  gay 
agitprop  theatre  in  Canada.  The  play 
demonstrated  a  more  astule  theatrical 
sense  than  anything  I  have  yet  seen 
produced  in  this  country.  The  writers 
know  that  audiences  lulled  to  expect 
one  kind  of  thealre  will  not  be  pushed 
too  quickly  into  an  unfamiliar  political 
oSreclion.  There  was  no  finger- wagging 


In  Truxx,  but  there  was  also  an  absence 
of  passion  in  crucial  places.  I'm  willing 
to  wager  that  Last  and  Leroux  will  get  it 
right  next  time. 

by  Ed  Jack  son  i  ""■ 


Behind  Truxx 

"I  became  a  walking  textbook  on  gay 
life  for  the  straight  actors,"  observed 
quiet-spoken  Terry  Last.  He  and  a  few 
other  members  of  the  cast  and  crew  of 

I  The  Night  They  Raided  Truxx  were 
taxing  a  break  from  rehearsal  to  talk  to     , 
me  In  the  Dalhousle  Student  Centre  caf- 
eteria. "I  don't  know  how  the  gay  actors    I 

|  stood  It,"  added  Rosemary  Gilbert  Weir, 
smiling.  She  was  remembering  the 

.  beginning  of  rehearsals  when  tension 
produced  much  exaggerated  prancing 

|  and  lisping.  By  the  end  of  the  show's 

'  run  there  had  been  a  remarkable  change 

]  In  attitude  on  the  part  of  everyone  who 
participated  The  spirit  of  goodwill 
among  the  cast  was  palpable  to  all  who 

I  saw  them  socializing  together. 

The  situation  arose  because  an  all- 

1  gay  cast  couldn't  be  found  In  Halifax. 

J  Six  of  the  nine-man  cast  and  all  of  the 

|  production  crew  of  Truxx  were 

I  heterosexual.  Many  of  them  had  never 
worked  with  openly  gay  people  before,  let 
alone  take  on  a  gay  role.  Acior  Rod 
Murray  marvelled  at  his  first  reaction  to    , 
an  "orientation"  visit  of  the  cast  to  Ihe     \ 
Turret  Gay  Community  Centre.  "We  had   ; 
to  mingle  and  I  was  scared  shitless.  I 
had  lots  of  the  usual  ideas  about  homo- 
sexuals and  have  even  called  names  in 
my  day.  But  In  two  weeks  I've  changed 
my  head  completely  and  it's  really  been 
agreat  experience  for  me.  Now  I  feel 
really  relaxed  at  the  Turret." 

When  St  Mary's  University  withdrew 
an  agreement  lo  allow  GAE  to  use  lis 
buildings  for  the  Annual  Conference,  a 
protest  picket  was  held.  The  cast  joined 
the  demonstrators  and  the  Incident 
was  an  eye-opener  for  some  of  them.  "I 
was  amazed  at  the  names  people  were 
calling  us.  I  had  just  never  realized  what 


Our  (mage  Contributors 

Wirti  Bearchell  has  tape  recorder  will  interview 
Allan  Barubrj  who  is  researching  the  lite  Ol  early 
IWi  century  gay  apologist  Edward  Prime  Steven- 
son, lives  in  San  Francisco     GiMan  Chate  is  Busy 
writing  a  novel  when  nor  directing  the  Toronto  Rape 
Crisis  Centre     Judith  Crewe  is  a  |0urna!lsl  and 
poet  living  in  Alberta     TurGmiI.  RWL  member,  is 
atugh  school  dropout  currently  working  at  A/t 
Menppole     flay  OJion  works  as  a  librarian  in  Si 
Paui.MN.    GaryOilrom,  TBP's  cartoonist,  lives  in 
SanFranciseo     LawientaO'Toolaisanotise've' 


OWd  Rochi  Is  a  writer  currently  50 
Laurentians     Mariana  Valvar**  is  a  doctoral 
studenl  in  political  economy  at  York  University  in 
Totnio     Jamas  WHUn  is  an  Orchid  Merchant  and 
writer  around  Toionto     lin  Young,  poet  and  pub- 
iiiiw  divides  his  time  between  Scarborough.  ON 
and  New  York  City 
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gays  have  to  put  up  with,"  reported 
Buce  Nickson 

For  at  feast  one  actor,  the  play  turned 
out  to  be  very  Important:  he  came  out 
I  during  Its  run,  The  whole  experience 
I  provided  just  the  Impetus  he  needed  to 
deal  with  his  uncertain  feelings. 

Gays  In  Halifax  also  learned 
something  as  well.  The  stall  at  the 
Turret  Initially  resisted  having  the  play 
produced  there.  They  didn't  like  the  Idea 
of  straights  coming  Into  the  centre  and 
1  feared  it  would  drive  away  their  regular 
customers.  There  were  even  rumours  of 
I  apetitlon  being  circulated  tostop  the 
play.  By  the  time  conference  delegates 
arrived,  these  rumours  had  died 
completely. 

The  Night  They  Raided  Truxx,  from  Its 
inception,  has  been  an  object  lesson  In 
gay/straight  cooperation.  It  all  began 
with  the  anger  of  Terry  Last.  Terry  had 
been  in  the  Truxx  bar  on  the  night  the 
Montreal  police  raided  the  place,  but  he 
was  not  arrested.  When  he  told  his 
I  straight  Irlend  Paul  Ledoux  about  II  later 
I  ftheyboth  worked  at  the  same  place), 
!  the  Idea  of  a  play  was  bom.  They  talked 
about  It  for  almost  two  months  before 
pen  was  put  to  paper. 

The  writing  was  a  totally  collaborative 
process.  Paul  wrote  the  lyrics  to  the 
songs  and  provided  the  high  energy  to 
see  the  project  through.  Terry  was  a 
|   resource  person  for  Paul.  He  supplied 
him  with  piles  of  gay  literature  and 
insisted  on  a  gay  political  line.  In  fact, 
Terry's  flrsl  Idea  was  for  a  very  serious 
play,  and  he  continued  to  be  worried 
about  the  reaction  of  his  gay  activist 
friends.  It  was  Paul's  enthusiasm  for 
cabaret  and  outrageous  absurdist 
comedy  which  convinced  Terry  to 
change  the  lone.  He  hasn't  regretted  It. 

Paul  Ledoux  has  had  several  years' 
experience  In  Anglophone  theatre  In 
Montreal.  He  became  Involved  with  the 


Playwrights'  Coop  In  1975  and  wrote  a 
powerful  anti-capital  punishment  play 
called  Beggar's  Workshop.  This  was 
followed  by  The  Dada  Show  in  which  he 
experimented  with  the  mixed-media 
techniques  later  used  In  Truxx.  Terry 
has  an  MA  In  theatre  and  has  thought  a 
lot  about  gay  theatre.  He  feels  there  Is  a 
real  need  for  it  and  finally  has  found  the 
opportunity  to  see  something  happen. 

The  Halifax  production  of  Truxx  came 
about  quite  accldently.  Paul  had 
returned  to  his  native  Halifax  to  work  In 
ETVand  met  Rosemary  Weir  there. 
When  a  production  to  coincide  with  the 
gay  conference  was  suggested,  he  leapt 
at  the  opportunity.  With  Rosemary  he 
formed  the  bTheatrical  Company  and  set 
to  work  at  once  Money  for  the  pro- 
duction came  completely  from  their 
own  pockets  and  It  had  cost  over  12000 
at  last  count.  Paul  found  that  he  got 
more  support  from  the  theatrical 
community  In  his  home  town  than  he 
did  In  Montreal.  The  company  hopes 
next  to  work  on  a  play  about  miners 
called  Millers  Jug 

Both  Terry  and  Paul  have  been  en- 
couraged by  the  response  of  the  aud- 
iences who  came  to  see  Truxx.  Hall- 
gonlans  appear  to  have  found  It  edu- 
cative as  well  as  entertaining.  Said 
actor  Murray,  "My  father  came  and  was 
touched  by  it.  It  opened  his  eyes."  "It 
sold  my  father  as  well,"  added  Paul. 

Not  all  of  the  media  reaction  was 
favourable.  The  reviewer  lor. the  Halifax 
Chronicle-Herald  panned  Truxx  In  wasp- 
ish tones.  He  especially  didn't  like  the 
language,  finding  it  "sadly  vulgar."  The 
review  didn't  bother  the  cast.  "Great," 
exclaimed  Rod  Murray,  "It's  all  true. 
People  love  to  get  grossed  out.  They'll 
come  in  droves." 

And  they  did. 

by  Ed  Jackson  □ 


Here  at  the  Globe 


The  position  of  dance  critic  at 
Toronto's  Globe  and  Mall  was  left 
vacant  a  tew  months  ago  by  the 
departure  of  Lawrence  O Toole  to  the 
Entertainment  pages  of  the  soon-to- 
be-weekly  Maclean's  Magazine.  Jour- 
nalists and  dance  writers  from 
across  the  country  Immediately 
applied  for  the  choice  job. 

In  media  circles,  the  Globe  Is  well- 
known  for  Its  perverse  hiring  prac- 
tices and  Globe- watchers  were 
curious  to  see  if,  once  again,  a 
journalist  with  no  background  In  the 
field  would  be  hired  over  a 
knowledgeable  critic.  A  recent 
incident  Is  revealing. 

A  young  woman  entered  a  Toronto 
bookstore  a  few  days  before  the 
OToole  resignation.  The  store 
specializes  In  books  on  theatre  and 
dance,  and  she  was  looking  for  a 
birthday  gift  (or  her  boyfriend.  Her 
request  was  for  a  "general  book  on 
dance  for  a  Toronto  writer  who  wants 
to  begin  writing  on  dance."  The 
person  behind  the  counter  at  the 
time,  although  extremely  sceptical  of 
the  usefulness  ol  such  a  book  for 
such  a  purpose,  made  a  number  of 


suggestions,  all  of  which  were 
rejected.  Convinced  finally  of  the 
futility  of  the  quest,  he  pulled  a  book 
from  another  shelf  and  proffered  It  to 
his  customer.  "That's  perfect,"  she 
exclaimed  as  she  leafed  through  its 
numerous  colour  plates,  and  off  she 
went  with  her  purchase. 

The  bookstore  clerk?  Graham 
Jackson,  freelance  dance  critic  for 
The  Body  Politic  and  other 
publications,  as  well  as  the  author  of 
anew  book  called  Dance es  Dance. 
Considered  one  of  the  most  Informed 
people  writing  on  dance  In  Canada 
today,  Graham  was  passed  over  In 
the  G/obe  competition.  He  works 
part-time  In  a  bookstore  to  support 
himself. 

The  book  with  the  colour  plates?  A 
coffee  table  biography  of  opera 
composer  Guiseppe  Verdi,  who 
certainly  had  lots  to  do  with  music 
but  very  little  to  do  with  dance. 

The  boyfriend?  Stephen  Godfrey, 
once  occasional  writer  on  popular 
music  for  the  Globe  and  Mall,  and 
now  the  newly-appointed  dance  critic 
lor  Canada's  national  newspaper.n 
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osborne  gallery 

717  osborne  street 

Winnipeg 

{204)453  2873 


Wishes  to  hear  from  artists  work- 
ing wttli  watercolouis,  oils,  acryl- 
ics etc;  also  from  printmakere. 
Wc  are  planning  an  exhibition  by 
gay  Canadian  artists  fen  earl] 
1979.  Subject  matter  need  not  be 
gay  tn  content.  Please  write,  with 
brief  resume  of  work  exhibitions 
to  date,  or  phone  weekdays  11-00 
j.m.  to5i00p.ro. 


Mississauga 

A  Summer  frolic 

(licensed) 

sponsored  by 

Gay  Equality 


serving  the  lesbian  end  gay 

community  in  the  Peel  Region 

Friday,  Aug  18 

aline  Unitarian  Congregation 

of  South  Peel 

B4  South  Service  Road 

(Soulh  of  OEW  just  east 

HurontarioSt  —  Highway  10) 

For  further  information  call 

Gayline  West 
791-6974 


Lesbian  Small  Press  Books 


Helen  Lusters  Yearol  the  Hare  Poems 
(ManRool  Books,  Box  982.  South  San 
Francisco,  CA  94080)  continues  the 
Pound-Williams-Olson  tradition  of 
Chinese  calligraphy  and  intellectual  af> 
struseness.  bul  concretizes  in  collo- 
quialism, astrology  and  jazz.  It  also 
continues  Ihe  tradition  of  composition 
by  field  begun  by  the  Olson  school. 

It's  a  good  book  by  a  mature  poet,  but 
it's  not  particularly  original.  The  Imagery 
Isn't  especially  startling,  ai  least  not  in 
the  first  part  ot  the  book.  There  are 
some  interesting  rhythms  in  poems  like 
"Year  of  the  Horse"  which  begins 

Oh  la  mare 

Utile  blue 

horse  she's 

dancing 

prancing 


but  then  there  are  also  some  less  than 
perfect  poems,  like  the  "Three  Dark 
Poems,"  which  manage  to  exist  (for  me 
anyway)  only  as  stylistic  experiments 
and  as  parody  The  poetry  improves  as 
you  progress  through  the  book,  though, 
and  I  found  "Pieces,"  "The  Arrow,"  and 
"Acoma  Water  Hole"  satisfying, 
stylistically  and  thematically.  It's  not  a 
book  of  love  poems,  but  is  worth 
looking  at,  as  a  continuation  of  trends 
begun  by  Ihe  Black  Mountain  School, 
Lyn  Lifshin's  come  up  with  a  totally 
women-oriented  book  in  Some 
Madonna  Poems  (White  Pine  Press,  109 

I   Duersteln  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14210. 
Si  50)  which  presents  "verbal  stills"  of 

!   women  in  a  sort-ot  mosaic.  Images  of 
women  In  action  and  the  action  In 
women  cohere  In  a  thematic  whole;  the 
impact  is  one  of  a  living,  breathing 
force.  I  particularly  liked  "Desert 
Madonna,"  and  must  concede  Ms 
Liishm  handles  prosody  with 

I   consummate  skill.  A  good  little  book. 

I        Judith  Kernan's  The  Jacobs  Poems 

I  ?96#74  (White  Pine.  SI. 50>  is  better  yel. 
I  just  wish  the  book  were  longer.  (Give 
us  more,  please,  and  soon!)  "Water 

,  Ceremony."  for  me,  was  truly  brilliant  In 

I    Its  use  of  imagery  to  describe  Ihe  bar- 
rens of  momentarily  uninspired  creation: 

my  verbs  are  eggs  with  maggots 

they  turn  Into  gerunds,  sink 

and  drown,  they  turn  Into  participles 

and  tall  In  the  water     the  tlame  goes  out 

they  cannol  swim 

my  adjectives,  grey  coughing 

my  nouns  skeletons,  beached  fish 

the  rot  ot  my  drowned  words 

beaullful  with  slime. 

Truly  original,  this  poem.  I  also  liked  her 
.  use  of  personae  In  poems  like  "Galatea" 
and  "Letter  from  the  Madwoman"  which 
opens  with  two  exceptional  lines: 
"I  am  white-painted  woman/whose 
shoes  are  breath. "  and  continues  with 
an  extraordinary  sequence  of 
metaphors.  The  entire  book  is 
extraordinary,  for  that  matter,  and  it's 
worthy  of  high  commendation. 

Slow  Juggling,  by  Karen  Brodine 
(Berkeley  Poets'  Workshop  and  Press) 
contains  some  line  metaphors  like: 
"The  eyelid  Is  the  eye's  red  tent/each 
day  my  body  eats  the  light"  or  "is  this  a 
narrow/didactic/ hurt,"  whereby  the 
poet  shows  her  competence  in  the  use 
of  the  long  line,  and  the  short  accentual 
line  developed  by  Creeley.  There's  some 
tine  artwork  he'e  too 

Tfca  .^.ig  poem  "Silver,"  dedicated  to 
Ms  Brodine's  grandmother,  is  among 
the  best  in  the  collection,  or  any 
collection. 


The  silver  maple  fell  all  night  under  wet 

snow  weight 

It  leaned  down  into  the  pasture,  stretched 
its  length 

They  bucked  Ihe  tree  into  lointed  chucks, 
H  lay  In  Its 

shadow  and  walled  to  bum. 
Quietly,  quietly  the  poem  begins, 
moving  from  the  familiarity  ol  scenery 
loan  Intimate  portrait  of 
grandmother  —  viewed  from  the  eyes  of 
an  adult,  then  trom  various  "points  In 
time"  of  the  speaker  growing  up. 
Perspectives  shift,  compound,  deepen. 
Avery  moving  poem- 
Ruth  Ikeler's  For  Those  Who  Cannol 
Sleep  (New  Woman  Press,  Box  56,  Wolf 
Creek,  OR  97497)  was  written  In  the  mid- 
50s,  but  wasn't  published  until  1977. 
Why?  Simply  because  Ruth  Ikeler  was  a 
lesbian  feminist  twenty- five  years  ahead 
of  her  lime. 

Thematically,  it's  Ruth's  testimonial 
ol  coming  to  terms  with  woman- 
consciousness  In  days  prior  to  CR 
groups,  movements,  and  all.  A  Danle- 
esque  pilgrimage  through  the  dark 
loresi  of  self  is  undertaken;  thelourney 
leads  upwards,  but  the  pilgrim  Is  never 
certain  where.  Perhaps  that  theme  typi- 
fies Ruth  Ikeler's  life  and 
her  Isolation  —  one  can  only  speculate. 
The  book  Is  characterized  by  an  appar- 
ent simplicity  (vocabulary,  traditional  line- 
lengths)  disguising  a  significant  Intell- 
ect. Stylistically  tame,  but  emotionally 
very  intense.  "The  Third  Journey"  Is 
worth  special  notice. 

Sonya  Jones'  Flannel  Morning  (The 
vanity  Press,  P.O.  Box  15064,  Atlanta, 
GA  30333.  $3.00}  falls  as  a  cohesive 
narrative  poem,  but  Is  nonetheless  a 
superb  chronicle  of  lesbian  love.  It's  ac- 
tually a  sequence  of  love  poems  written 
to/about  an  academic  "Dr  V"  with 
whom  the  "I"  tails  madly  In  love. 

Witty,  worried,  angry,  and  Joyous,  It 
tells  the  sad,  mad,  bad,  glad  story  of  the 
love  affair.  To  find  poetry  of  wit  paired 
with  lyrics  of  personal  sensitivity,  In  one 
book,  is  really  quite  rare.  Nonetheless, 
Ihe  poet's  attempts  to  fuse  colloquialism, 
archaisms,  and  academic  jargon  don't 
quite  work.  Jones  Is  at  her  best  when 
she's  most  personal  —  and  her  worst 
when  she  affects  the  Intellectual.  If  you 
can  Ignore  stanzas  like 

The  spiritual  condition  ot  ine  woman  I  love 

Isn't  so  peachy-cream  this  week. 

Hear  she  may  Ilea 

to  yonder  convent 

to  cast  the  vows  ol  nunnery 

and  other  such  unrhythmical  compila- 
tions, the  book  will  bear  a  fairly  close 
reading.  Parts  of  it,  rereading. 

Klml  Relth's  Poems  tor  My  Mother 
andthe  Women  I  Have  Loved (Second 
Coming  Press,  Box  31249,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 31 .  $2.00)  is  very  de- 
finitely a  first  book:  lots  of  flawed 
poems,  lots  of  unexplained  semi- 
obscure  lines,  and  yet  It  contains  some 
memorable  lines,  images  and  stanzas. 
for  all  that.  Stanzas  like 

Drop  me  In  a  wild  lleldol 

rusilineoats 

and  let  Ihe  sun  beat  on  me 

yellow  hat 

bent  over  the  ditches  ol  my  homeland 

Furrow  me  into  Ihedust... 
which  are  really  quite  remarkable. 
Prism-clear,  sharp,  focused.  There's 
something  engaging  and  ever-so  per- 
sonal about  Relth's  poetry  which  is  truly 
sensitive  and  fine.  If  you  Ignore  the 
excesses,  the  beginner's  tendency  to 
exaggerate,  you'll  find  this  little  book 
charming. 

by  Judith  Crew*  D 
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Small  Press  Books 

I've  decided  10  use  pan  of  this  month's 
column  tor  a  bit  ot  complaining  about 
the  (rayed  ethics  of  certain  gay 
periodicals  In  the  matter  of  book- 
reviewing.  The  procedure  followed  by 
these  publications  is  that  when  a 
publisher  or  writer  sends  In  a  book  to  be 
reviewed,  he  is  seni  a  breezy  note 
suggesting  that  he  ask  someone  he 
knows  to  do  a  review,  and  that  the  writer 
or  publisher  then  "send  along"  the 
result,  which  the  magazine  will  then 
publish.  The  outcome,  ot  course,  is  a 
typeset  chorus  of  praise  by  the  friends 
ol  the  various  authors. 

As  an  "author,"  publisher  and 
reviewer,  I've  run  Inlo  this  shabby 
practice  a  number  of  times  now  (and  not 
only  from  gay  magazines),  and  have 
come  lo  realize  that  some  editors  make 
a  habit  of  il.  A  number  of  books  I've 
published  have  gone  unrevlewed  by 
particular  periodicals  because  I've 
declined  to  take  part  In  a  cosy  little 
system  that  defrauds  the  readers  and  Is 
vastly  unfair  to  authors  and  reviewers 
alike. 

The  more  ethical  gay  publications  do 
not  do  this  of  course;  their  editors  are 
real  editors,  not  just  compilers  of 
publisher-commissioned  puff  jobs.  But 
a  couple  of  the  best-known  papers  seem 
to  see  nothing  wrong  with  It.  If  we  are  to 
have  a  press  of  any  dignity  or  honesty, 
these  Incestuous  games  must  go. 


I've  recommended  before  Sidney 
Smith's  little  books  of  line  drawings. 
His  latest  is  Manchlld  $2.50  from  the 
I  artist,  1502  President  St.  Brooklyn,  NY 
:  11213,USA),acharmingstoryabout  a 
j  young  boy  piped  away  byachlld  Pan 
Into  a  wood  where  he  "casts  away  the 
rags  and  devices  of  slavery,1'  loins  a 
friendly  pagan  cetemony.  and  smokes  a 
leafy  pipe  together  with  other  assorted 
youngsters  and  forest  sprites  From  the 
same  address  comes  Pat  Macgregor's 
Children  ot  the  Night  ($2),  a  series  of 
prayer-like  invocations  of  Idealized 
boys,  infused  with  paganism,  pacifism, 
and  an  awareness  of  manhood's 
cruellies. 

Wall  Curtis'  Mala  Nocha  ($1.75  from 
the  author,  133  NWiSih  St,  Portland. 
:  OR  97209,  USA)  is  a  story  about  a 
couple  of  young  Mexicans,  Johnny  and 
Pepper,  "Illegal  aliens"  in  the  U.S., 
1  trying  to  survive,  like  thousandsof 
young  Mexicans,  Indians  and  others.  In 
a  society  thai  has  no  place  for  them. 
They  are  befriended  by  an  infatuated 
storekeeper  who  helps  them  out,  lets 
I  Ihem  drive  his  car  (Into  a  ditch  —  "I  tell 
,  Pepper  he  drives  like  he  fucks"),  worries 
■  about  them,  feeds  Ihem,  takes  Ihem  lo 
movies,  and  sometimes  seems  more 
confused  than  they  are. 
1      Mala  Noche  is  a  realistic  and 
compassionate  story,  honestly  showing 
.  the  storekeeper's  somellmes 
conflicting  feelings,  and  the  dignity  as 
well  as  the  hopeless  position  of  the 
boys.  Curtis' writing  Is  hardly  known 
outside  his  native  Pacific  North-West;  it 
deserves  lo  be. 

The  first  part  of  Mary  Belh  Knechtel's 
novella  The  Goldfish  That  Exploded 
($2.95,  Pulp  Press,  Box  48806,  Stn 
Benlall,  Vancouver)  is  about  a  married 
professor  called  Chopulo  who  ventures 
into  a  gay  disco,  lucks  out  and  ends  up 


wilh  a  couple  of  drag  Queens  Thereare 
little  spoofs  ot  Gertrude  Stein  (who  is 
caricatured  as  Marine  General  I.D.  Fixe), 
ball  bisselt  and  others.  But  when,  about 
two  thirds  the  way  through  the  book,  our 
hero  drowns  and  is  eaten  by  sharks,  the 
tale  falls  apart  with  him.  The  Tom 
Wolfey  drawings  are  by  J.  Thomas 
Osborne. 

Eric  Bentley's  play  about  Oscar  Wilde 
and  Lord  Alfred  Douglas.  "Lord  Alfred's 
Lover,"  Is  printed  in  the  Spring 
,  Canadian  Theatre  Review  ($3  from  200B 
I  Administration  Studies.  York  University, 
Oownsvlew,  Ont.)  The  familiar  tragedy  is 
seen  through  the  aged  Lord  Alfred,  and 
we  are  reminded  of  the  mercllessness 
of  the  authorities,  who  refused  to  lessen 
the  ailing  Oscar's  prison  sentence, 
'  even  when  he  "repented"  his  sexual 
I  heresies.  "Only  the  worthless,"  Oscar 
comes  to  realize,  "can  be  reformed," 
and  he  resolves  to  live  "unsaved, 
Impenitent  ..Declining  lo  be  shamed  by 
I  a  shameful  world  "  An  interesting  play 
dealing  with  an  aspect  of  Wilde  often 
glossed  over.  Another  recent  playscrlpt. 
Doric  Wilson's  lively,  controversial  The 
West  Street  Gang  Is  now  available  from 
TOSOS.115  Bedford  St.  New  York,  NY 
10014,  USA,  at  $6.50, 

Sal  Farinella's  Thieves  lo  Flesh  (2.50, 
Manifest  Destiny  Books,  Box  57. 
Dorchester  Center  Stn.,  Dorchester 
02124,  USA)  is  a  collection  of  Intense, 
sexual  and  disquieting  poems.  Ron 
Schrelber.  another  gay  poet  whose 
reputation  Is  growing,  has  two  new 
collections  of  work  that  Is  more  muted 
and  wider-ranging  than  Farinella's. 
False  Clues  is  $3  from  a  new  gay 
publisher,  Calamus  Books,  323  N. 
Geneva  St,  Ithaca.  NY  14850.  USA. 
Against  That  Time  (bound  with  Jeffrey 
Schwartz's  eloquent  Contending  With 
the  Dark)  Is  $3.50  from  Alice  James 
Books,  138  Mt.  Auburn  St.,  Cambridge. 
Mass.  021 38,  USA. 

Steven  Abbott's  poems  can  be  funny 
or  ferocious,  personal  or  political,  or  all 
of  these  together.  Wrecked  Hearts  (2.95) 
Is  his  first  collection  and  Includes  an 
amusing  cartoon  strip  about  Rimbaud. 
A  longer  poem,  Transmuting  Gold  is 
75e.  Both  from  Dancing  Rock  Press,  930 
Shields,  San  Francisco,  CA 94132,  USA. 
After  what  seems  an  inordinately  long 
wait, fhe first  issued  Paragraph:A 
Quarterly  ot  Gay  Fiction  has  arrived, 
containing  six  stories  of  varying  quality, 
each  Illustrated  by  a  different  artist.  The 
drawings  of  Dennis  Forbes  and  Tim 
Thompson  are  particularly  handsome. 
It's$3  from  Antares  Foundation,  Box 
14051,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
Finally,  Tom  Homer,  author  of 
Jonathan  Loved  David,  offers  an 
annotated  bibliography,  Homosexuality 
In  Biblical  Times,  for  $1 .  Tom's  address 
Is  148  Tenth  Ave.,  Apt.  3D,  New  York 
NY  10011. 

The  gremlins  Invaded  last  month's 
column.  In  my  review  of  Eddie  Suckle's 
novel,  I  said  that  Billy  Crossit  was  "a 
Pulitzer  Prize-winning  novellsl  and  has 
affair*.."  This  showed  up  as  "his 
affairs".  I  wrote  thai  Suckle  "should  al 
least  have  known  better  than  to 
employ"  a  certain  device.  "Employ"  gol 
changed  to  "avoid."  And  It  was  the 
morality  of  Daniel  Curzon's  tables  that 
should  have  been  described  as  squalid, 
not  the  moralist,  who  I  can  testify  is  a 
fine  and  cleanly  fellow. 

by  Ian  Young 
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BEST  FILM  OF  THE  YEAR 

"A  Bigger  Splash''  —Jack  Hazan's  bril- 
lianf,  liclirjfialized  documentary  ol  some 
lormalive  experiences  in  the  creative  life  of  a 
British  artist,  David  Hockney,  during  the 
years  1970-1973  The  film  is  outstanding  lor- 
its  nearly  perfect  stylistic  recreation  of  the 
deceptively  placed  surfaces  of  the  painter's 
canvases,  as  well  as  in  conveying  the 
humour,  irony,  and  theatricality  which  go  to 
makeup  Hockney' s  sensibility 

No  tilm  I  have  seen  ihis  year  has  left  me 
wrth  quite  so  many  vivid  sensual  images  to 
cherish,  eg  the  love  scene  between  Peter 
Schlesinger  and  friend;  a  moment  ot  rare 
stillness  and  silence  in  which  Hazan's 
camera  follows  ihe  naked  Peter  as  he  slowly 
weaves  his  way  Irom  a  night  time  California 
pool  to  a  patio  window  where  he  stares 
vacantly  at  several  friends  sitting  round  a 
table  inside 

—  Jack  Babuscio,  Gay  News  (Britain) 

COMING  SOON! 


Look  better.. 


Relax 

and  pamper  yourself 

with  a  facial  treatment, 

or  have  unwanted  hair 

removed  permanently. 

Call 

your  certified 

and  experienced  electrologist 

for  a  free,  personalized 

consultation. 


(416)967-0095 


Something 

special 

for  everyday 

Bread 
and  other 
baked  delights. 
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'rent  "Les  Ires  Riches  Hsures  do  Artur  Rimbaud"  by  Steven  Abbott. 
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Vitamins  and  supplement 

Fruil  and  vegetables  Take-out  counter 


Natural  Foods 

17  St.  Nicholas  Street 
921-4057 

Free  25-rmnule  oaring  al  Cargo  CanaOa  nearby 


Jewellery 
Factory 

offers  you  fabulous 

jewellery  made  in 
our  own  workshop 

SAVE  30%  to  50% 

on  Jewellery, 

Diamonds  &  Watches, 

anytime 

427  Queen  Street  West 
(at  Spadina)  Toronto 
Telephone:  368-3753 


Not  happy  with  your 
living  arrangements? 


Looking  for  a  self-contained  room? 
Find  that  apartment  lonely? 

Join  one  of  our  gay  '  'families ' '! 


Parliament  Street 
Fully  self-contained  bachelorou 

Private  bathroom 


Victor  Avenue 

Slow,  fridge  j  n  J  .ink  in  each  toon 

Free  uie  orivasher  and  dryer 

Steps  from  Broadview,  tvro  block; 

north  of  Gcrrard 

11  units  -  siartaiS30perwe*k 


CaBDon  (465-3287,  Ron  (465-8919) 
or  Hoddy  (928-9009) 
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mon-i-tor  (njoo'c-ter)  n,  One  thmt  cautions, 
admonishes  or  rrminds.  Any  device  used  to 
record  or  control  ■  process.  Iff.  to  To  check, 
to  lest,  to  keep  track  of.  to  -oniinije,  to 
keep  watch  over,  to  direct.  (Latin,  one  who 
warns,  from  monert.  to  «arn.  i 

George  Jonas,  Canadian  playwright, 
poet  and  popularizerof  crime,  has  a 
wondrously  naive  —  and  self-centred 

—  view  of  fiuman  nature.  Outlawing 
homosexuality  would  be  pernicious,  he 
writes  in  the  June  Canadian  Lawyer,  but 
enshrining  It  as  a  basic  human  right 
would  bean  intolerable  tyranny.  He 
objects.  In  an  i'm-so-good  tone,  to  any 
law  which  makes  it  impossible  for  him 
to  do  something  he  would  not  think  to 
do  —  which  Is  discriminate  on  the 
grounds  of  race,  color,  creed  or  sexual 
orientation.  Unforlunately,  not  everyone 
can  guarantee  the  sanctimonious 
goodwill  with  which  Jonas  cloaks  his 
objection  to  gay  rights  measures;  and 
Jonas  conveniently  overlooks  how  tittle 
goodwill  —  and  how  much  the  force  of 
law  —  has  done  tor  blacks  in  the 
current  generation,  Jews  in  decades 
past,  women  in  recent  years,  and  even 
fortheQuebecols. 

The  editors  and  writers  ot  National 
Review  are  delightfully  perverse  in  their 
dealings  with  what  used  to  be  de- 
pendable conservative  aversions. 

Take  homosexuality.  Abhorrent? 
Used  to  be.  But  Clare  Booth  Luce 

—  right-wing  curmudgeon,  former 
ambassador  and  playwright,  current 
Henry  Luce  widow  and  antl-rlghts 
woman  —  believes  that  gay  sex  Is  small 
potatoes  in  the  lace  of  an  even  greater 
global  horror. 

The  problem  Is  overpopulation:  Luce 
calls  It  the  "only  really  grave  problem 
mankind  laces."  All  other  problems  — 
nuclear  war,  bankrupt  cities,  deteriora- 
tion of  the  urban  environment  and  the 
rural  ecology,  terrorism,  the  loss  of  pri- 
vacy —  are  mere  symptoms;  the  cure  is 
a  birth  pill  which  will  ensure  that  80%  of 
children  born  are  male. 

"Obviously,"  understates  Luce  in  the 
July  7  nr  "a  population  Imbalance 
between  females  and  males  would  res- 
ult In  many  sociological  changes": 
polyandrous  marriage,  quarrels 
between  men  over  women,  even  women 

—  alas  —  being  In  a  position  to  dictate 
better  terms  for  their  living  conditions, 

"And,  almost  certainly,  homosexual- 
ity would  Increase. ..but  whatever  the 
adverse  effects  on  society,  it  would  be 
infinitely  more  tolerable  than  the  catas- 
trophes mankind  is  doomed  to  endure." 

Backdoor  respectability,  in  a 
masculine  new  world. 

Also  In  the  area  of  gay  rights  legislation, 
US  history  professor  Paul  Robinson 
argues  more  persuasively  and  less 
emotionally  In  the  June  3  New  Republic 
that  antl-dlscrimlnatlon  ordinances  "are 
among  the  most  nonsensical  ever  put 
on  the  books." 

Robinson  believes  that  the  pressure 
for  gay  rights  legislation  stems  from  a 
gay  need  for  legal  visibility,  for  a  sanc- 
tuary of  law  which  would  allow  men  to 
talk  about  the  men  they  love  and  women 
to  talk  about  the  women  they  love 
without  worrying  about  a  prudish  boss 
forcing  their  dismissal.  His  argument  is 
sympathetic. 

But  his  conclusion  Is  Impossibly 
Weak:  he  says  that  the  anti-gay  move- 
ment, based  on  a  pathological  Inability 
ot  its  adherents  to  see  gays  as  anything 
more  than  creatures  with  "peruses  in 
mouths  and  anuses",  cannot  be 
stopped.  His  advice:  stick  to  the  clos- 
ets; they're  more  comfortable  than  the 
streets 

When  the  early  -70s  film  Steelyard 
Blues  was  being  filmed,  actress  Jane 
Fonda  refused  to  use  the  word  "queer" 
In  a  short  scene;  lather  Henry  Fonda 
has  given  financial  and  vocal  support  to 
gay  rights 

But  easy  rider  Peter  remains  the  bad 
boy  ol  the  family;  in  the  Canadian-made 
fllmHIghballln',  Fonda  the  younger 
plays  a  seml-retlred  semi-trailer  driver 


who  sutlers  the  indignity  ot  being 
labelled  a  "fag"  because  he  wears 
flashy  boots,  and  whose  only  recourse 
—  to  prove  his  manhood  —  IB  to  beat 
the  chap  who  abused  him  about  the 
head  with  a  tire  Iron.  Flex,  flex 

The  alarm  has  been  sounded  In  the 
June-July  issue  ot  The>  American  Spec- 
tator, a  small-circulation  but  highly  In- 
fluential journal  ot  the  right:  those 
pesky  Episcopalians,  who  nave  dared 
support  black  civil  rights,  condemn  far- 
shore  wars,  update  their  liturgy  and 
admit  women  to  the  priesthood,  are 
ready  to  din  with  priesthood  lor 
homosexuals. 

Agents  for  this  vile  transformation  ot 
churchly  mores,  says  A  James 
McAdams,  are  the  church  publications 
The  episcopalians  ("leading  a  subtle 
campaign  over  the  years  tor  societal 
change")  and  Integrity  ("the  very  vocal 
and  at  times  astonishingly  uninhibited 
organ  of  the  gay  set").  It's  a  conspiracy, 
says  elitist  McAdams,  working  "through 
folksy  down-to-earth  appeals  on  the 
level  of  the  grass  roots."  The  people  — 
especially  blacks,  militants,  women  and 
gays  —  have  no  place  in  the  hierarchy 
of  religion;  to  permit  such  infiltration 
"only  makes  a  mockery  of  religious 
activity." 

■  Sometimes  a  delight  in  the  midst  of 
|  dross:  In  the  May  issue  of  Be  Alive,  an 
otherwise  tawdry  self-styled  "magazine 
tor  today's  woman,"  there  Is  a  three- 
page  article,  excerpted  from  the  book 
For  Better.  For  Worse,  which  for  the 


most  part  is  supportive  of  lesbians.  The 
message  Is  that  lesbians  can  probably 
teach  straight  women  something  about 
the  beauty  ot  honest  love. 

The  article  is  an  oasis  of  decency  In  a 
publication  which  otherwise  seems  fixa- 
ted on  posing,  preening  and  paring  a 
woman  In  order  to  make  snaring  a  man 
as  easy  as  possible. 

Elaine  Noble,  lesbian  State  Represen- 
tative in  Massachusetts,  Is  running  for 
the  US  Senate  and  the  glossy  mag  Us 
finds  her  squeaky-clean  enough  lor  a 
profile  in  Its  July  11  Issue.  She  Is  pro- 
nounced a  "serious,  savvy  politician" 
whols  now  accepted  as  just  "one  of  the 
boys"  In  (he  State  House.  On  that 
litmus-lest  Issue,  youth  sexual  rights, 
Noble  takes  the  safest  way  out:  "I  don't 
believe  in  sex  with  minors  —  either  gay 
or  straight."  Mainline  politics  It  may  be. 
but  Noble  is  up  to  run  against 
Republican  incumbent  Edward  Brooke, 
which  means  conservative  Black  versus 
moderate  lesbian.  It's  ready-made  for 
the  media:  symbolic  minority  person- 
alities battling  for  a  bigger  piece  of 
the  pie. 

Something  to  watch  for  Our  very  own 
TV  programming.  In  an  article  in  the  July 
3  issue  of  Newsweek,  a  new  breed  of 
videomaker,  Michael  Shamberg, 
predicts  the  use  of  a  domestic  satellite 
to  "beam  homosexoally  oriented  pro- 
gramming to  the  nation's  five  largest 
gay  communities."  Could  he  |ust  be 
trying  to  avoid  contaminating  the  other 
airways?  O 
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Angelo  Pezanna's  one-man  demonstration 
in  Moscow  for  gay  rights  didn't  endear  him  to 
the  modern  Czars.  « 

After  all,  everyone  knows 
there  are  no  homosexuals 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 


. 


by  Angelo  Peianna 
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Article  121  of  the  Soviet  Criminal  Code 
punishes  consensual  homosexual  acts 
with  live  years  Imprisonment,  and  with 
eight  years  Imprisonment  for  homo- 
sexual acts  with  minors  and  depen- 
dents. Introduced  by  the  Stalin  regime 
in  1934.  the  article  has  most  often  been 
used  as  a  pretext  lor  actions  against 
political  opponents  who  happen  to 

Such  was  the  case  of  Armenian  film- 
maker Sergei  Paradjanov.  Noted  tor  his 
support  for  the  rights  of  national  min- 
orities In  the  USSR  and  tor  his  commit- 
ment to  the  democratization  of  politics 
in  the  country.  Paradjanov  was  victim- 
ized for  his  sexuality  and  imprisoned  in 
1973. 

At  the  end  of  1977 rumours  spread 
throughout  Europe  alledging  thai  Parad- 
ianov's "mental  faculties"  were  falling, 
and  even  thet  he  was  already  dead.  An 
international  campaign  was  launched  to 
defend  Parad/anov.  partly  out  of  tear 
that  the  Soviet  authorities  were  pre- 
paring public  opinion  for  their  next 

This  article  was  originally  published  as 
-Un  Gay  alia  Corte  dello  Z»r"  fA  Gay  in  the 
Court  ot  the  Czar)  in  the  Winter  l977.Sanna 

matasmolFUOUt 

Waller  Bruno  is  a  gay  activist  who 
recently  relumed  to  Toronto  tram  a  year's 
siudy  m  An  en  Provence.  France 
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move  against  the  film-maker. 

As  his  part  in  that  campaign,  Angelo 
Pezzane.  Alternate  Deputy  tor  the 
Radical  Party  in  the  Italian  Parliament 
and  Director  of  the  Italian  gay  liberation 
review,  FUORI!  went  to  Moscow  and 
staged  a  solo  demonstration  against  the 
anti-gay  laws  in  the  USSR  and  in  favour 
ot  Paradianov's  release.  Despite  resis- 
tance from  organizing  officials.  Pezanna 
also  spoke  on  Paradianov's  behalf  at 
the  Venice  Biennaie.  the  bi-annual  inter- 
national art  fair  which,  in  1977,  focussed 
on  dissent  as  Its  theme.  This  article  Is 
Pezanna's  diary  ot  the  events. 

On  December  3, 1977,  undoubtedly  as 
a  result  ot  Pezzana  's  courageous  ges- 
ture, the  central  newspaper  ot  the 
Italian  Communist  Party  —  largest  In 
the  western  world  —  published  a  state-    ', 
ment  denouncing  Article  121  and  the  re- 
pression ot  homosexuals  in  the  USSR 
and  elsewhere,  and  called  tor  Parad- 
ianov's immediate  release.  The  French 
Communist  Party  published  a  similar 
appeal  shortly  thereafter. 

Late  in  December,  Soviet  authorities 
announced  that  Parad/anov  had  been 
released.  A  Russian  correspondent  in 
Iran,  however,  has  reported  to  the 
Committee  for  the  Liberation  ot  Sergei 
Paradjanov  that  no  one  has  seen  the 
dissident  since  August  1977.  There  Is 
speculation  that  he  may  have  died 


Modern  Czars  ate  not  limited  to 
the  Soviet  republics.  Exper- 
ience has  taught  me  that  they 
rule  just  about  everywhere.  In  Moscow, 
as  in  Venice,  as  in  Rome.  But  when 
telling  a  story  It's  a  good  idea 
to  take  a  few  steps  back  in  order  to 
let  the  reader  In  on  a  tew  details  which 
weren't  published  in  the  newspapers. 
It  all  begins  in  September  1977:  The 
staging  of  the  music  section  of  the 
Biennial  of  Dissent  is  being  handled  by 
Paolo,  a  Radical  Party  comrade.  We 
meet  in  Rome  and  he  informs  me  that  In 
the  film  section  there  will  be  a  day  ded- 
icated to  Sergei  Paradjanov,  the 
Russian  film  director  imprisoned  in 
1973  and  sentenced  in  1974  to  five  years 
In  jail  lor  homosexuality,  on  the  basis  of 
Article  121  ol  the  Soviet  Penal  Code. 
Paolo  Invites  me  to  Venice  to  see  if  any- 
thing can  be  organized  and  makes  me 
an  appointment  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Biennial,  Carlo  Ripa  dl  Meana.  In  the 
meantime,  thinking  over  the  whole 
question.  I'm  tempted  by  the  idea  of 
staging  a  demonstration  in  Moscow  to 
demand  Paradjanov's  release.  I  arrive  in 
Venice  with  the  whole  project  In  mind, 
and  proceed  to  discuss  it  with  Ripa  di 
Meana,  who  not  only  agrees  with  it,  but 
assures  me  that  I  will  be  allotted  a  press 
conference  on  the  25th  of  November, 
that  he  is  prepared  lo  contribute  fin- 


ancially to  the  trip,  and  that  he  will  have 
an  official  letter  from  the  Biennial  pre- 
pared lor  me,  to  let  It  be  known  that  (he 
initiative  not  only  enjoys  their  support, 
but  is  part  of  the  official  programme. 

Now,  this  entire  story  is  marked  by  a      ' 
Striking  naivete  on  my  part,  I  must  ad-        i 
mit.  Obviously,  my  press  conference 
will  never  appear  on  the  Biennial's  pro-      , 
gramme,  nor  will  any  official  letter 
arrive.  But  who  was  going  to  worry 
about  these  questions  then,  with  a  gen-     j 
tleman  like  Rlpo  dl  Meana?  So  I  leave 
Venice  and  begin  taking  Ihe  necessary      , 
steps  for  an  entry  visa  for  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Autumn  Interval:  Going  to  the  USSR 
isn't  especially  easy  One  imagines  that 
all  one  has  to  do  is  go  to  Alitalia  or  Aero- 
flot.  buy  a  tickel,  and  catch  the  first 
available  flight.  That  may  be  true  for  a 
Big  Industrialist  or  a  Big  Communist. 
For  us  ordinary  people  Ihe  individual 
visa  takes  at  least  two  months  and  the 
ticket  costs  twice  as  much  —  and  I'm  In 
a  hurry.  So  I  join  an  organized  lour  and 
reserve  for  the  Moscow  —  Leningrad, 
365,000  lira,  8-day  all-Inclusive,  leaving 
on  the  14th  of  November.  When  the  visa 
arrives,  I  torget  all  about  conjectures 
and  consequences,  which  might  per- 
suade me  to  do  the  opposite,  and  pack 
my  bags.  But  how  to  get  organized?  Will 
there  be  any  stationery  stores  In 
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Moscow'' (Hi  I'd  like  rwo  big  pieces  of 
I  cardboard  —  you  know.  Ihe  kind  you 
;  can  hang  'torn  your  neck  —  some 
1  string,  and  a  fell  pen.  Oh,  you  don't  have 
any.  Well.  I'll  have  lo  find  anolher  solu- 
tion. The  linen!  But  of  course,  two  tow- 
els can  nicely  substitute  for  two  pieces 
,  of  cardboard....)  Boots,  sheep-skin  coal, 
I  turtleneck  sweater,  an  extra  palrof 
I  eyeglasses  (one  neverknows... land  on 
1  Sunday.  November  13,  we're  off  I 
I      Moscow,  Monday.  November  14: 
!  After  squeezing  the  tubeol  toothpaste 

and  having  the  bicarbonate  analyzed 
J  (might  be  cocaine!),  Soviet  Customs  ask 
.  me  what  Ihe  admittedly  enormous  mar- 
king pen  is  for.  To  which  I  promptly 
[  reply:  to  write  postcards  with.  They 
don't  bother  seizing  II,  and  so,  OK.  I  can 
pass.  I  arrive  at  my  hotel  at  seven 
o'clock  Moscow  time. 
The  hotel  Is  the  National,  a  comblna- 

j  lion  of  fln-de-siecle  and  Liberty  style 

.  with  art  deco  renovations.  Very  pretty. 

|  and  It's  right  In  front  of  Red  Square;  the 
view  is  fascinating.  While  everyone  runs 
out  lo  have  dinner,  I  prepare  my  battle 

1  plan  in  my  room  and  organize  the  phone 
calls  I  have  to  make  immediately.  I  call 

:  Orisllano del  Rocclo,a]unlor corres- 
pondent stationed  here.  He'svery  kind 
and  Invites  me  to  his  office,  which  is 
siluated  in  a  very  high  building  In  the 
midst  of  several  other  Identical  build- 
ings. Only  foreigners  live  there;  a  good 
number  of  them  are  reporters.  I  get 
off  at  the  ninth  floor,  but  I  stay  there 

I  only  for  a  minute:  one  can't  have  aeon- v 
versation  up  there  tor  fear  of  electronic 
surveillance.  It's  best  to  go  down  to  the 
street.  I  explain  my  project  to  Chrlstlano 
and  he  gels  awfully  worried,  tells  me  I'm 
crazy,  that  they'll  arrest  me,  that  nothing 
like  it  has  been  seen  before.  I'm  not  con- 
sidering the  consequences,  he  says. 
better  think  It  over  —  In  short,  he  quite 
frightens  me  about  my  immediate  pros- 
peels,  as  all  the  foreign  correspondents 
will  do  before  the  demo. 

Thanks  to  Crist  lano,  who  supplies  me 
with  everybody's  name  and  telephone 
number,  I  spend  Monday  evening  and 
Tuesday  until  4:30  pm  going  around 
ringing  bells,  meeting  all  the  foreign  re- 
porters In  Moscow.  Despite  my  fears, 
which  get  bigger  every  time  I  talk  to 
someone,  I  have  decided  to  hold  a  press 
conference  In  the  lobby  of  the  hotel  at 
five  o'clock  on  Tuesday.  Do  come,  per 
ptacere,  bring  photographers,  and  if  you 
know  anything  about  the  situation, 
don'l  lose  sight  of  me;  blue,  cable  your 
article  Immediately;  svp  be  sure  the 
photos  are  good  I 

Moscow,  Tuesday,  November  15: 1  am 
keeping  in  constant  touch  with  Rome 

j  and  Turin,  where  Carlo  Sismondi  has 

l  transformed  his  house  for  Ihreevery 
long  days  and  nights  Into  a  FUOfll 
headquarters  I  reach  Marco  Panella 
in  Rome  and  he  tells  me  that,  at 
the  exact  moment  I'm  holding  my 

!  Moscow  press  conference,  he  and 
Emma  Boninowill  be  doing  the  same  in 
Rome  —  and  II  Ihls  story  has  a  happy 
ending,  it's  because  of  Marco's  Ini- 
tiative. In  fact,  Marco  and  Emma  let  the 

.  Rome  press  corps  know  that,  If  I  am 
arrested,  the  entire  Parliament  will  be  in- 
volved in  the  confrontation,  since  I 
belong  to  a  parliamentary  group.  This 
might  explain  the  fact  that  the  Soviet 
authorities  later  take  24  hours  1o  decide 

,  my  fate 

And  so  to  my  press  conference  In 
Moscow.  Here  we  are  In  the  hotel  lobby 
and  I'm  literally  surrounded  by  some  40 
KGB  men,  all  Identical,  all  heavyset, 
none  reassuring  to  look  at.  Oh.  bui  Ihey 
do  smile  at  me  —  that  smirk  which  we 
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gays  know  so  well.  They  might  have 
i  been  thinking  "What  an  exaggeration, 
i  this  display  of  force  forafagoot! 

What  do  you  want  us  lo  do?"  (In  actual 
1  fact,  this  faggot  did  manage  —  with  a 
subtle  dose  of  fear  and  tension  —  to 
'  carry  It  off.  News  of  our  press  con- 
,  ference  appeared  In  publications 
around  the  world,  drawing  attention  to 
Sergei  Paradjanov  and  to  Article  121, 
exactly  as  we  had  planned  it.) 

They  eye  me  and  give  each  other  little 
pokes  Just  like  at  home.  Meanwhile,  the 
Journalists  arrive  and  the  conference  be- 
!  gins.  It  doesn't  last  long,  though;  a  desk 
clerk  soon  shows  up  and  tells  me  kindly 
that  we  can't  stay  in  the  lobby  (an 
Immense  hall,  and  despite  our 
presence,  half-empty),  that  a  party  of 
tourists  is  due  In,  but  that  I  can  "recleve 
i  my  friends"  in  my  room.  We  willingly  go 

upstairs,  where  the  conference  takes 
1  place,  and  I  explain  to  the  Kalian  and  for- 
eign correspondents  the  reasons  for  my 
actions  —  more  or  less  what  was  repor- 
ted In  the  next  day's  papers.  We  go  back 
downstairs  about  a  half  hour  later  and, 
reaching  the  hotel  entrance.  I  hang  the 
towel  from  my  neck  —  the  one  on  which 
I  had  written,  in  English,  "Freedom  for 
Homosexuals  in  the  USSR;  Sergei 
Paradjanov.  Art.  121."  The  UPI  photo- 
grapher takes  several  shots  and  every- 
thing ends  there  —  to  the  great  dis- 
appointment of  a  few  reporters,  waiting 
tor  some  sort  ot  "event"  to  provide 
"colour"  for  their  articles. 

Instead,  precisely  because  orders 
from  above  hadn't  yet  arrived,  nothing 
happens.  I  call  Rome  and  Turin  and  let 
them  know  that  I'm  about  to  phone 
Andrei  Sacharov  to  say  thai  I'd  like  to 
meet  him  to  see  whether  I  can  involve 
him  in  my  protest,  and  that  tomorrow  I'll 
take  a  nice  walk  In  downtown  Moscow 
with  my  towel-placard,  to  see  how  the 
authorities  react. 


days  tension  Is  suddenly  dissolving. 
Realizing  how  Infinitely  tired  1  am,  1  coll- 
apse on  the  bed.  falling  Into  a  serene 
sleep,  the  sleep  of  the  just, 
Wednesday,  November  16.  still  In 
Moscow:  if  I  said  that  I  was  followed.  It 
would  be  inexact.  In  actual  tact,  scarce- 
ly had  I  set  foot  outside  my  hotel  than 
I  found  myself  flanked  on  the  left 
by  a  giant  watchdog  —  flanked,  that  Is, 
elbow  to  elbow,  shoulder  to  shoulder. 

Now  I'm  reasonably  smart,  so  I  didn't 
for  a  moment  believe  that  I'd  caught  the 
eye  of  a  gay  Muscovite.  The  thought 
that  he  was  from  the  KGB  rapidly 
cleared  up  the  picture.  And  though  the 
right  side  of  my  body  was  able  to  move 
freely,  the  left  side  was  under  the  total 
control  of  this  mastiff. 

In  this  fashion  we  walked  around  to- 
gether like  Siamese  twins  to  kill  the 
half-hour  until  two  o'clock;  then  I  hailed 
a  laxi  and  gave  the  driver  Sacharov's 
address.  The  KGB  agenl  murmured 
something  to  him  as  well,  and  we  finally 
took  off,  followed  by  a  long  black  car 
(like  in  the  movies!  like  in  the  movies!). 

Sacharov  lives  on  the  top  floor  of  a 
building  on  Moscow's  ring  road.  He's  a 
man  who  looks  many  years  older  than 
he  really  is.  He's  hunched  over,  speaks 
with  great  effort,  and  his  hands  display 
the  kind  of  cracked  skin  that  results 
from  exposure  to  the  cold.  Sacharov 
observes  me  for  a  bit  while  I  explain  the 
purpose  of  my  visit.  He  consults  the 
Soviet  Penal  Code  to  check  Ihe  accu- 
racy of  what  I've  said,  snorts  a  "not 
good"  In  reference  to  Article  121.  and 
says  that  this  battle  Is  not  his  own,  that 
it  might  undermine  the  political  work 
he's  been  doing.  Then  he  comes  out 
with  that  familiar  sentence:  "I'm  not 
sympathetic  to  homosexuals,  I'm 
married,  and  have  a  wife  and  sons." 
Okay,  so  I  won't  get  him  lo  join  the  fight, 
but  I'm  not  anxious  to  end  the  conversa- 


At  least  we  now  know  that  in 
Moscow,  too,  there  Is  an  embryonic  gay 
movement,  even  If  made  up  of  very  few 
people,  and  that  sooner  or  later  It  will 
make  its  presence  felt.  Good  luck,  you 
two  unknown  Moscow  gaysl 

Reluming  to  the  hotel,  I  no  sooner  set 
foot  Inside  my  room  than  I'm  requested 
to  repon  immediately  to  Intourist,  which 
is  located  In  a  building  right  next  door  to 
the  National  In  the  Intourist  Office  I 
find  an  enormous  rectangular  table,  be- 
hind which  is  sitting  yel  anolher  watch- 
dog, who  solemnly  Intones:  "You  are 
officially  expelled  from  Ihe  Soviet  Union 
for  having;  a)  committed  an  act  of  hoo- 
liganism; and  b)  seriously  disturbed 
public  order.  You  shall  not  be  able  to  set 
foot  again  in  the  USSR.  This  is  the  pos- 
ition of  our  government,  you  needn't 
bother  commenting."  Ah  no,  Gentlemen 
Rulers  of  the  Soviet  Union,  I  also  have 
something  to  say,  just  as  "official"  as 
what  you've  said,  and  here  It  Is: 
Me:  A  press  conference  Is  not  an  act  of 
hooliganism,  but  one  of  many  ways  of 
expressing  one's  opinions,  and 
communicating  by  means  of  a  towel 
hanging  from  the  neck  Is  not  a  serious 
disturbance  of  public  order,  but  one 
form  of  protest  against  a  law  which  vio- 
lates all  human  rights, 
They:  What  rights? 
Me:  Those  of  homosexuals. 
They:  You  are  the  first  homosexual  we 
have  met;  in  the  Soviet  Union  there  are 
none,  and  it  there  were  any,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  eliminate  them  all. 
Me:  Uke  Hitler!  Like  Mussolini! 
They  On  this  subject,  they  were  both 
entirely  correct. 

Me:  Good  for  them  —  good  for  you  all! 
They:  in  Italy,  you  are  Involved  in  oppo- 
sition politics.  But  what  you  were  doing 
there  wasn't  enough,  was  it?  Why  have 
you  come  here  to  stick  your  nose  Into 
other  people's  business? 


So  I  call  Sacharov. 
Me:  Hello,  Mr  Sacharov?  I'd  like  to  meet 
you  to  discuss  Sergei  Paradjanov  and 
Article  121.  Could  I  come  up  to  see  you? 
Sacharov:  I  haven't  the  slightest  Idea  of 
what  you're  talking  about. 
Me:  Is  that  possible?  (I  briefly  outline 
the  history  ot  the  case  and  tell  him 
about  my  press  conference.) 
Sacharov:  You  said  you're  Italian,  but  ex- 
actly who  are  you? 

Me:  (lying  shamelessly  —  but  I  realize 
I'll  have  little  chance  of  seeing  him, 
since  he  isn't  sufficiently  interested  In 
the  topic  of  antl-gay  repression)  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Italian  Parliamenll 
Sacharov:  I'll  expect  you  tomorrow  at 
twopm,  at  myplace. 

I  look  at  the  clock:  10  pm,  and  a  whole 


non  at  this  point.  I  continue  asking 
questions  about  gays  in  the  USSR,  and 
to  a  certain  extent.  Mr  Sacharov  unwil- 
lingly reveals  that,  when  he  said  he 
knew  nothing  of  Paradjanov,  he  had  lied 
shamelessly. 

Jusl  think,  I  had  just  learned  from 
Sacharov  that  he  had  received  several 
phone  calls  last  spring  from  two  gays 
who  had  begged  him  —  eminent  cele- 
brity and  impeccable  dissident  that  he 
is  — to  take  a  position  in  favour  ot 
Paradjanov  and  against  Article  121.  But 
the  wise  dissident  had  done  well  not  to 
Invite  them  over  because,  he  explains, 
he  W3S  able  to  discover  later  that  they 
were  spies  for  the  KGB.  In  what  way,  Mr 
Sacharov,  were  you  able  to  discover 
this?  No  reply. 


Me:  Perhaps  you've  never  heard  of  it, 
but  there  Is  a  concept  called  "Inter- 
nationalism." 
They:  Now  get  out! 
Me:  I  shall  return  to  the  USSR  when 
socialism  is  established  In  your  country 
lam  escorted  back  towards  the  hotel, 
but  I  won't  be  setting  foot  In  there  again. 
Saying  that  they're  taking  me  to  the 
Italian  embassy,  they  transport  me  In- 
stead to  the  airport,  from  which  I  take 
off  the  next  day  on  an  Aerotlof  flight  tor 
Milan. 

(Theauthor  describes  his  return  to  Italy 
and  his  efforts  to  publicize  the  Parad- 
janov case  and  the  situation  ot  homo- 
sexual- In  the  USSR.  He  discovers  that 
officials  ot  the  Venice  Biennial  resent 
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his  Moscow  protest  end  try  to  mono- 
polize the  de  tense  ol  Parad/anov, 
and  exclude  him.  They  end  up  grud- 
gingly allowing  him  to  speak  at  the  end 
of  one  ol  the  sessions. 

Pezzana  is  similarly  disappointed  by 
the  taclics  of  the  mass-circulation  mag- 
azine, Espresso  On  the  pretext  ol  want- 
ing to  do  a  story  on  Parad/anov,  this 

|  publication  arranges  lo  meet  the  author 
—  who  discovers  lo  his  horror  that  what 
the  magazine  Is  really  after  is  a  list  ol 
homosexual  Socialist  and  Communist 
members  ol  Parliament,  Pezzana's  final 

j   experience  concerns  the  International 
Sacharov  Days  In  Rome.  —  Trans.) 

Roma,  November  28:  The  Inter- 
national Sacharov  Days  were  (aklng 
place  in  Rome,  and  Monday  was  the  last 
day,  featuring  final  sessions.  Touch 
wood!,  I  say  to  myself,  remembering  the 
man  to  whom  the  Days  are  dedicated  I 
place  a  call  to  tell  them  ol  my  wish  lo 
attend  and  to  matte  a  presentation  on 
the  subject  ol  Paradjanov  —  who,  In  the 
absence  ol  evidence  to  the  contrary,  Is 
still  a  prisoner  In  the  USSR. 
Me:  I'd  like  to  talk  to  someone  from  the 
organizing  committee. 
Voice:  I'm  in  charge  of  Ihe  Italian  organ- 
ization. Who's  speaking?  Angelo 
Pazzana?  For  pity's  sake,  II  you  show  up 
and  by  chance  TV  picks  it  up.  the  whole 
congress  Is  screwed. 
Me:  Great,  I'll  be  right  overl 

In  view  ol  my  firm  reply,  the  reception 
Is  a  bit  different;  they  let  me  In  and 
begin  murmuring  lo  themselves.  Mean- 
while, who  do  I  see  chairing  the  whole 
show  but  Simon  Wiesenthall  The  Nazi- 
hurrter,  (he  Robin  Hood  ol  my  childhood 
—  how  ollen  had  I  wanted  to  go  to 
Vienna  to  find  him  and  tell  him  how 
much  I  admired  him.  So  I  ask  to  speak 
personally  to  him.  What  a  fascinating 
man,  how  kind  and  attentive  he  Is;  he 
listens  lo  everything  I  have  to  say,  tells 
me  he  Is  with  me  all  the  way:  that  trip  to 
Moscow  — whal  courage,  what  a  noble 
action.  Lei's  proceed  this  way,  he  says: 
wait  until  the  lasl  official  speeches  are 
over,  then  I'll  announce  you  Irom  Ihe 
microphone  and  you'll  be  able  lo  make 
your  presentation.  Okay.  Herr  Wiesen. 
thai,  don't  think  me  so  poorly  brought 
upas  lo  wan!  lo  speak  right  away.  I'll 
gladly  wait  for  the  sloi  you.  Ihe  Chair- 
man, have  allowed  me. 

But  righl  when  It  ought  to  be  my  turn, 
(he  Grand  Old  Man  thanks  everyone  and 
bows,  gets  up  together  with  the  head 
table,  gives  me  an  annoyed  look  as  if  to 
say.  "Look  here,  we're  leaving  now;  talk 
If  you  wish.  With  all  this  noise,  no  one 
will  listen  to  you  anyhow,"  Like  In 
Venlcel  Trying  to  convey  my  disgust  al 
the  chairman's  actions,  I  get  off  a  Few 
sentences  of  my  presentation,  to  call 
attention  lo  Paradjanov,  who's  a  politi- 
cal prisoner  like  all  the  others,  but  no, 
no  one  Is  really  interested  in  the  fate  of 
afaggot....Thanks,  Hen- Wiesen  thai. 

Moral  of  the  story:  It's  nice  to  Ihlnk 
that  Parad|anov  is  free  (but  at  what  price 
!  might  he  have  been  liberated  —  I 
shudder  to  think);  at  least  the  slory 
seems  to  have  a  happy  ending.  There 
remains  the  battle  against  Article  121, 
ihe  fight  not  to  abandon  millions  of 
Soviet  homosexuals  to  their  Fate.  How 
will  the  Western  Communist  left  act? 
Until  now  they  haven't  lifted  a  finger,  but 
let's  hope  lor  the  Future.  What  Is  certain 
is  the  fact  that  we  will  nol  be  standing 
around  walching.a 


"Our  battle  is  against 
moral  attitudes" 

An  interview  with 
Angelo  Pezanna 

The  gay  movement  In  Italy  produces  two 
ma/or  journals.  One,  FUORII,  began 
publishing  In  December  1971.  The  name 
,  means  "out"  in  Italian  and  Is  also  the 
acronym  of  the  publishing  organization, 
the  Fronte  Unltatlo  Omosessualm 
fVvoluzlonarlo  italiano.  the  country's 
first  gay  group.  The  other  Is  the  Indepen- 
dent journal.  Lambda,  which  started  In 
November  1976. 

Below,  Angelo  Pezanna  discusses 
the  Italian  gay  movement  with  Toronto 
artist  Bruce  Eves  In  an  Interview  re- 
corded at  the  Renaissance  Bookstore 
in  Turin  on  May  30.  1978. 

Eves:  It  Is  interesting  that  there  is  a 
direct  association  here  between  the  gay 
movement  and  a  political  party.  In  North 
America  that  doesn't  exist,  and  as  far  as 
I  know  it  doesn't  In  the  rest  of  Europe 
either.  Could  you  describe  FUORI  and 
Its  relation  to  the  Radical  Party? 

Pezanna:  Well,  t  think  the  situation  in 
Italy  is  very  peculiar  because  it  is  the 
only  country,  I  Ihink  In  the  world.  In 
]  which  an  official  political  party  has  not 
only  accepted  but  Is  partly  made  up  ol 
the  gay  liberation  movement.  FUORI 
i  started  In  1971  —  the  gay  liberation 
I  movement  in  Italy  started  in  1971 —and 
,  we  stayed  alone  until  1974.  In  those 
three  years  we  formed  many  small 
groups  In  about  ten  or  twelve  major 
towns  In  Italy.  The  work  we  did  in  those 
groups  was  through  consciousness- 
.  raising,  discussions  and 

demonstrations,  but  with  very  few 
I  people  involved:  In  Italy,  the  Vatican  and 
i  the  clerical  mentality  is  slill  very  strong. 
1  We  have  no  laws  against 
homosexual  I  ly,  and  In  general  gay 
people  say,  "Yes,  we  are  nol  Iree,  we  are 
not  happy,  but  we  have  no  laws  against 
us,  so  it  could  be  worse." 

Then  in  1974  we  saw  that  all  the 
groups  formed  by  FUORI  were 
dying  —  dying  because  they  were  very 
closed.  They  had  no  contact  with  the 
outside,  with  other  forces,  even  with 
political  forces.  So  at  that  time  we 
decided  to  contact  the  Radical  Party, 
which  was  not  yet  represented  in 
parliament  but  was  an  active  movement 
generally  of  alternative 
people  —  feminists,  non-violent 
activists,  people  lighting  for  divorce 
(which  was  not  legal  in  Italy),  foe 
abortion,  people  fighting  for  civil  rights 
united  In  a  radical  movement  We  asked  I 
during  the  congress  in  November  1974     I 
that  they  accept  FUORI  as  an  oftical 
group  forming  part  of  the  party,  like  the     I 
others.  With  this  decision  we  gained 
access  to  all  the  olf  ices  of  the  Radical      I 
Party  in  Italy  —  there  are  about  two 
hundred.  We  now  have  fony-flve  groups, 
even  in  the  provincial  towns  where  it  Is     . 

difficult forgaypeopletocomeoutand    i 
work  politically. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  conservatives 
In  this  country:  the  Christian  Democrats  ' 
are  officially  and  openly  clerical  and  the  ' 
Communist  Party  are  unofficially 
clerical  In  the  same  way:  very  moralist 
they  think  that  the  family  and 
heterosexuallty  are  the  only  way  During 
the  elections  of  1976  the  Radical  Party 
had  four  deputies  elected.  The  time 
between  election  is  five  years,  but  our 
deputies  decided  to  stay  in  parliament 
only  two  and  a  hall  years;  after  thai,  four 
^on-elected  members  will  take  their 
place,  and  I  will  be  one  of  Ihem  So  In 
December  I  will  be  the  first  open 
homosexual  in  the  parliament  in  Italy. 


FROnTE  UniTBRIO 
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Eves:  What  specific  problems  exist 
for  gay  people  in  Italy? 

Pezanna:  As  I  said  before,  there  are 
no  legal  constraints,  but  we  have  a  sort 
ol  costume  of  moral  habits,  behaviour 
which  is  very  clerical,  which  means 
moralist.  With  the  Catholic  Church,  you 
can  commit  any  kind  of  sin.  but  you  can 
1  say,  "I  have  sinned,  and  I  leel  guilty," 
j  You  can  be  absolved  of  anything,  and 
j  this  Is  the  moral  sanction  which 

governs  all  of  Italy.  Gay  people  still  live 
i   in  ghettos:  in  Ihe  big  cities  we  have 

clubs  and  bars  bul,  In  their  modern  way, 
I  they're  just  the  same  as  the  old  ghettos, 
:  which  were  lavatories,  parks,  streets 
I  and  soon.  It's  the  same  Wedon't  have 
a  political  consciousness,  except  for  a 
small  minority  of  homosexuals  who  are 
politicized.  Gay  pride  Is  still  an 
affirmation,  not  yet  a  lifestyle. 

Eves:  What  forms  of  overt  repression 
i  are  there  from,  say,  Ihe  government  or 
the  church? 

Pezanna:  Repression  is  very  strong 
:  from  the  police  and  the  family.  The 
family  is  Catholic,  and  young  people 
stay  In  It  until  marriage.  1  think  that  90% 
of  gay  people  still  continue  to  live  with 
the  family,  because  they  don't  marry,  ol 
course.  It  is  very  unusual  forayoung 
|  man  or  woman  to  go  out  and  live  on  his 
or  her  own,  or  with  other  friends. 
There  is  much  harassment  from  the 
,  police,  and  it  is  very  rare  for  gay  people 
being  harassed  to  have  the  courage  lo 
ask  for  their  rights.  The  police  are 
fighting  against  us,  not  against 
delinquency.  In  Turin  we  have  attacks 
i  almost  every  evening  from,  what  are 

they  called,  you  know,  groups  who 
.  congregate  and  say:  "What  will  we  do 
tonight?  Go  dancing,  have  a  pizza  and 
i  beat  up  queers."  This  Is  the  program  for 
the  evening. 

Eves:  There  was  a  group  in  San 
Francisco,  I'm  not  sure  if  it  still  exists, 
called  the  Pink  Panthers.... 

Pezanna:  Yes,  we  have  done  the 
same.  We  were  loaned  a  small  bus  and 
about  seven  or  eight  of  us  made 
Interventions  Into  attacks  in  two  parks 
here  in  Turin.  And  in  fact,  we  have  saved 
homosexuals  from  attacks.  "Oh  I  hank 
you,  your  arrival  was  very  Quick,  bye- 
bye."  That's  all.  It  is  very  difficult  and 
tiring. 

Eves:  Are  the  clubs  raided?  Is  the 
newspaper  censored? 

Pezanna:  No,  we  have  never  had 
trouble  from  the  establishment,  mostly 
because  the  gay  papers  have  a  very 
small  circulation  and  so  do  not  repre- 
sent a  danger  for  the  establishment. 
The  gay  bars,  club3  and  dances  are 
not  raided  because  they  are  very 
few  and,  like  all  gay  clubs  and  gay 
dance3,  are  controlled  by  the  police,  and 
practically  all  of  Ihe  owners  are 
heterosexual.  They  are  not  advertised  at 
all. 

But  we  are  advertising  for  a  new  club 
which  we  rent  only  for  Sunday  evenings. 
We  have  started,  like  two  or  three  clubs 
in  Florence,  Milan  and  Rome,  to  have  a 
place  which  is  not  exploitative  and 
which  has  shows  made  by  gay  people.  It 
is  a  place  for  both  men  and  women 
together. 
Eves  What  about  gay  youth? 
Pezanna:  We  have  a  group  In  FUORI 
called  Ihe  students  tor  sexual  liberation 
collective.  The  members  range  In  age 
Irom  14  to  18;  they  meet  and  discuss 
and  make  interventions  into  ihe  schools 


with  debates,  discussions  and  the  like. 
They  are  few,  but  It's  a  start.  But  I  think 
now  that  Ihe  problems  are  much  worse 
for  older  people  because  the  sexual 
roles  are  still  very  strong.  In  fact,  It  Is 
very  tare  to  see  older  people  In  the 
clubs.  Only  If  you  are  young  and  well- 
dressed.  . 

Eves:  Is  It  possible  for  someone  who 
Is  openly  gay  to  be  a  teacher? 

Pezanna:  Yes.  Ninety-nine  percent  ol 
the  gay  teachers  say.  "If  I  do  something 
in  the  schools  I  will  lose  my  job."  It  Is 
not  true.  We  have  made  presentations  In 
the  schools,  put  on  by  gay  teachers.  A 
friend  of  ours,  who  teaches  literature  In 
Turin,  had  a  meeting  with  students, 
parents  and  teachers  two  years  ago  and 
said:  "I  am  gay.  and  I  would  like  lo  have 
a  meeting  with  FUORI  and  all  the 
parents  and  students  to  discuss 
homosexuality."  The  majority  agreed, 
1  saying  it  was  a  good  Idea  He  never  lost 
,  his  job.  The  problem  In  Italy  is  that  the 
habit  of  gay  people  is  still  to  be  closed. 
I  We  need  an  Anita  Bryant  in  Italy.  I  think 
I  she  is  good  promotion  to  encourage  gay 

self -awareness. 
I      Eves:  I  gel  the  Impression  that  there 
|  is  a  great  deal  of  conflict  between  gay 
groups  In  Italy. 

Pezanna:  All  the  gay  groups  here  are 
working  not  against  a  common  enemy 
!  but  against  other  gay  groups  with 
different  ideologies.  We  are  all  still 
prisoners  of  ideology.  All  of  the  groups 
in  Italy  started  from  FUORI  because 
FUORI  was  the  first  gay  organization, 
i  and  generally  all  ol  these  groups  have 
j  an  ultra-left  position  in  that  they  believe 
I  the  revolution  is  possible  tomorrow 
,  morning.  FUORI  fights  for  civil  rights. 

The  difference  from  the  other  groups  Is 
I  that  FUORI  Is  part  of  Ihe  Radical  Party 
.  and  works  in  the  political  arena  The 
:  other  groups  have  contacts  with  other 
parties,  bul  work  Independently. 
Ideologically,  they  are  all  basically 
communist;  FUORI  is  socialist  —  and  In 
Italy  there  is  a  big  difference.  They  have 
nothing  to  do  wilh  ihe  party,  of  course. 
The  Communist  Party  excludes  all 
forms  oF  sexual  liberation.  Even  the 
fight  for  divorce  was  made  by  the 
Radical  Party  and  not  the  Communists, 
Unfortunately,  liberation  depends  on 
the  evolution  of  political  life.  We  lace  a 
terrible  danger  the  disappearance  Of 
the  small  parties  and  the  existence  ol 
only  the  two  major  ones:  Ihe  Christian 
Democrats  and  the  Communists.  And  If 
we  have  this  political  situation  all  of  the 
work  toward  personal  liberties  and 
cultural  change  will  break  down.  We 
face  very  strong  police  laws,  because 
the  two  major  parties  have  made  an 
accord  between  them,  and  they 
represent  eighty  percent  of  the  votes. 
We  are  heading  for  a  situation  without  a 
legal  opposition.  We  will  have  only  the 
Red  Brigades. 
Evw:  How  are  they  viewed? 
Pezanna:  It  Is  very  difficult,  because 
we  can  say  they  belong  to  the  left,  but 
all  that  they  do  profits  the  reactionaries. 
They  kill  a  politician  and  the 
conservatives  gain  In  the  next  election. 
The  struggle  Of  gay  people  will  take  a 
long  time  here  because,  as  I  said  earlier, 
we  have  no  special  laws  to  fight  against. 
Our  battle  Is  against  moral  attitudes, 
which  are  harder  to  recognize.O 
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the  best  party 
of  the  year: 


*  the  biggest  gay  dance  in  the  history 
of  Toronto  (not  just  another  disco) 

*  lesbian/women's  music  concert  featuring 
IZQUIERDA  from  Oregon  and  April  Kassirer 

*  a  day-long  fair  in  Queen's  Park  for  all  the 
friends  of  the  gay  community:  music, 
balloons,  every  gay  organization  in  town, 
clowns,  mime,  sunshine! 

*  a  Sunday  picnic  on  Hanlan's  Point:  fun, 
friends,  a  'special'  baseball  game  and  free 
marshmallows  for  all 


plus:  more  entertainment  from  across  Canada  •  cultural 
workshops  •  David  Thorstad  •  gay  rock  dance  •  Ferron  •  films 
ecumenical  service  •  for  more  information:  in  Toronto  phone 
923-GAYS  (24-hour  recorded  message)  •  write  or  drop  in  to 
Glad  Day  Books,  4  Collier  Street,  north  of  Bloor  at  Vonge,  961-4161 . 


toronto 


HYPNOSIS  FOR  GAYS 

Internationally  known  hypnotist  now  offering 

special  cassette  tapes  for  the  gay  scene. 

Learn  to  feel  better  about  yourself, 

improve  your  self-image,  be  able  to  feel  good  about 

being  gay. 

This  cassette  tape  actually  induces  hypnosis 

and  accomplishes  this! 

Send  $10  to  G. A. Y.,  Box  2081,  Toledo,  OH  43604  USA 


MontegVs  ? 
Boutique 


Custom-made  costumes 
and  performance  outfits, 
dresses,  lingerie,  sattn  sheets 
and  pajamas,  all  hand-made 
to  your  specifications. 
Ask  for  Pearl  at 
Monlego's  Bontique 
157Dunda9StE 
362-4377 


DOWNTOWN 
HARDWARE 

&  LUMBER 

2  LOCATIONS 


QUEEN  HARDWARE 


AND  LUMBER  ltd. 


Acomplete  line  of  materials 
for  your  building  and  remodelling  needs... 

PROMPT  DELIVERY 

FREE  ON  ORDERS  OVER  S25 

DO-IT-YOURSELF  BUILDING  SUPPLIES 

BUILDERS  HARDWARE  —  WISER 

TANLEYAMEROCKBLACK&DECKEl  _ 

DOORS  —  TRIM  —  PANELLING  —  CEMENT. 

LUMBER  &  PLYWOOD 

PLUS  MUCH  MUCH  MORE., 


FOR  EXPERT  COUNSELLING  CALL: 


3646993 


TWO  LOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU  BETTER 

311  &392  QUEEN  STREET  EAST 
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CLASSIFIED 


FRIENDS-f 


FRENCH-SPEAKING  SWIS&aisc 
basic  English!  would  like  lo  moot 
young  Canadian    hunter,    irapper. 


horseback.      Drawer  61 


whom  he  could  spend  holidays 
1    Canada,    perhaps 
Reoprocal  visits  lo  SwlOerland 
possible   All  letters  with  photo  arv 

■..,,..-■;    i;PK«Ch    1001,  Uu!^ri^ 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

WILL  8E   MAKING   HIKING  TRIPS 
nBC  I' 


in  lo  share  long  quiet  SHARED     INTERESTS     promote 

very  happy  home  life,  endunng  companionship.  Slraight- 

■  ol  oullngs.  shared  Ihoughts  looking  male.  28.  6',  150  lbs.,  trim 

sorrows  Bitch  cliques  a/e  nol  swimmer    Curly   blond   hair,  blue 

bag  and  bars  and  discos  only  eyes  Non-smoker   Has  a  sense  ol 
humour    Warm   and   atlectlonate. 

reply  and  Biologist      Appreciates     Brahms, 

Toronto,  Schiiemann,  Mask 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


On  I  ai 


I    male,  22.  have  progressive  politics     Good  times  i 
and  am  a  vegetarian.  Looking  lor      — ~ 
experienced     hiking    companion. 

Drawer  B59 ___^__ 

OISCREET  GUV,  36.  5"  8"  140  LBS 

good  bodies  and  together  souls 
who  enjoy  life,  music,  books,  travel, 
and  Intimate  friendship  Local  guys 


CLEAN.  HONEST.  MASCULINE 
young  man,  18.  5*  7".  145  lbs,  dark 
hair,  moustache  I  like  good  times, 
disco,  ocassional  drinks  Would 
like  to  meet  that  special  person 
under  23  'or  lasting  relationship 


l,  scuba,  por- 
ure,  tailoring  Looking  tor 
jsty.  openness  To  share  and 
den  Interests   Easy  going,  non- 


ilun 


it  long  qulel     GOOD  LOOKING  BLOND,  32.  56". 


special  a 


AM  TALL  AND  SLIM  26  years 
coking  lor  friends  ol  or  about 
sge    In   or   around    Hamilton, 
i  Include 


.  seeks  well-hung  n 
Greek  pleasure  Send  photo  I 
possible  and  telephone  number  K 
Drawer  B35. 


i    PO  Box  4343 

I    3Z7. 

SASKATCHEWAN  ~ 

I  MIDDLE  AGED  MAN  horny,  loves 
sen,  outdoor  gardening,  cooking. 
Any  age  gay  or  bisexual,  fathers 
welcome.  Come  and  slay  overnighi 
luntry.  Drawer  B57. 


STRAPS,  HEAVY  LEATHER  BELTS 
lum  you  on?  Me  too.  Guys  with 
good  bodies    only.   Toronlo.   Mel, 

the  city  but  like  the  country     465-3287. 

I  am  a  non-smoker,  non-     GAY      40-YEAR-OLD,      average 
quiet  and  maybe  a  bit  too     looking,  5'5".  125  lbs,,  seeks  one- 
to-one  relationship  with  big/husky 
dominant  hirsute  butch  type  male,  I 

have  my  own  apartment 


jl  lonely  ai 


warning  a  sincere  friendship,  wrile 
to  me,  Grant  Carr,  c/o  Brandstead 
Press,  Carlisle.  ON  LOR  1  HO 


very    I 
t  This  is 


MANITOBA 


GAY  MALE.  32,  seeks 
to  share  my  Toronto  a 
locale.  None  working  or  student 

iswer  all    Drawer 


LONELY     GAY     MALE. 

I   coming  out,   wants   to  meet   gay 

mala  lor  Irlandshlp  and  compan-  5Bi — _ 

lonahlp.  I  enjoy  music,  some  sports,  TORONTO 

|    hiking,  dancing,  movies,  going  out,  GAY  MALE.  MARRIED,  MID  40S,  ol 

etc.  Sincere  and  honest  only  Photo  European  origin,  very  affectionate. 


NORTHERN  ONTARIO 

YOUNG  MEN:  I  wani  to  meet  you 
I  on  trip  lo  Thessalon  8/26  to  9/5.  I 
am  28,  5'  10",  160  lbs  Nol 
Interested  in  S/M,  B/D  or  drugs. 
Want  tun  wllh  any  young  man.  Will 
reply  to  all  photos.  Box  1465. 
n  48056  USA 


(able  tennis  a 


ATTRACTIVE  MAN,  MID  40S.  seeks 

good  looking  man  to  age  40  lor 

casual  or  semi-steady  encounters 
Can  meet  at  my  place.  Please  wrile 
PO  Box  553,  Don  Mills.  ON  M3C 


SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 

Canadian      ^  enclosing  pholo  ano  stat 

,Brv  affQQ.      phone  number  and   best  time 

~"  Complete  discretion  assura 


I    CLEAN.    HONEST 

Indian,  21, 6' 3' 
,   tlonate  and   pleasing  personality 
Like   good    limes    and    a    strong 


BLOND,  37, 1SS  LBS.,  5'H",  some- 
what shy,  looking  lor  young  guys, 
preferably  black,  for  good  times  In 
bed  and  out.  Send  pholo  If  pos- 

sible.  Drawer  BB3. ___ 

TALL  CHUBBY  HAIRY  ARTIST 
warm,  gentle,  kind  and  loving. 
Looking  lor  same  In  Toronlo,  25  lo 
45.  Will  answer  all  replies.  Drawer 

B82. ___ 

MASCULINE    GUY.    24.    OVER   6'. 

strong  medium  build,  seeks 
masculine  guy  under  30  lor  evening 

weekends.  Enjoy  literature,  bridge, 
politics,  conversation.  Have  no  ties 
and  don't  want  any.  Just  a  good 
Iriend   Drawer  B85 


etween  25  and  35      ""lies,     professional,     young 


|  who  can  offer  a  lasting  happy  rela- 


Dtawer  B75.  _ 


Phot 


GOOD  FOOD.  THEATRE.  MUSIC 
|  qulel  evenings  at  home,  travel  and 
photography  —  if  these  activities 
inleresl  you,  how  about  sharing 
lime  with  me?  I'm  39,  5'  10"  and 
would  like  to  enjoy  an  affectionate 
ationshlp 


n  sports,  hiking, 
isle,  etc.,  and  ready  to  listen.  If 
this  sounds  good  lo  you,  I  would 
like  to  gel  lo  know  you  Drawer  B73 
HORNY  GUY.  5'  10",  160  LBS.,  dark 
complexion,  hairy  body,  straight- 
looking,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
would  like  lo  meet  other  masculine 
Drawer  B79 


phone  m 

B7a 


II  ASAP   ; 


I   YOUNG     COUNTRY     COUPLE, 

mature,  down-to-earth,  seek  similar 
I  male  couples  In  Bowmanvllle  area 
|    for     friendship,     socializing.     All 

1.  Drawer  67; 

I   NEED  CASH!   Amateur  photogra- 

,   pher   requires    models.    Must    be 

young,  athletic.   Excellent  rale  ol 

I  pay.  Send   pholo   If  possible   to 

Drawer  A34. 

WILL  EXCHANGE  LETTERS"] 
photos  with 
meeting  and  relationship.  I'm  30. 
150  lbs.,  5'  9".  considered  good- 
looklnp.  Reach  lor  me!  Drawer  RW 
ANY  YOUNG  PERSON  reading  this 
ad  will  share  my  Interests.  Enjoy 
canoeing,  camping,  etc.  I  am  a 
friendly  acllve  youthful  man  In  my 
early  forties.  Would  Jlke  to  be- 
friend a  young  person.  Send  phone 
number  or  write  r>awerB23. 
IS  EVERYONE  'STRAIGHT  In  this 
world?  Bl  male  needs  singles/ 
couples  who  desire  to  be  Ihe 
dominant  in  BSD  and/or  S4M 
scenes  Initially  want  small  scenes, 
|  although  would  like  a  long  term 
relationship  to  develop  Am  well 
expenenced  in  Ihe  Greek  and 
French  arts,  as  well  as  being  very 
open-minded  towards  suggestions 
Able  lo  travel  anywhere  between 
Oltawa  and  Toronto.  Phone  and 
p_h  0 toappreg  ai ed .  Drawer  B78 
OK,  WHO  CAN  HONESTLY  SAY 
they're  looking  lor  a  one-trx>ne 
permanent  relationship  and  no 
bullshit?  I  am  a  masculine  man  36 
years  old,  5'  11",  1 60  lbs.  lactory 
worMr  I  dig  denim  and  have  , 
moustache,  slightly 
I    considered    bed 


MALE,  38.  5'B".  130  LBS.,  altecllon- 
ate.  discreet,  loves  life,  home  Hie, 
music,  arts,  dining,  travel,  discus- 
sion.    Desires     warm     friendship, 

age  21  to  30.  Drawer  B86. 

WHITE  MALE  32,  185  LBS.,  over- 
weight but  working  down.  Average 
looks,  hairy,  French  active,  wishes 
friends  25  to  35,  prefer  straight 
appearance,  total  honesty  please. 
No  drugs,  beards  or  kinks.  II  nec- 
essary phone  275-4444;  please 
answer  with  phone  no.,  photo 
appreciated.  Will  reply  all.  Drawer 

68B. 

GOOD  LOOKING  UNIVERSITY 
grad,  26, 6'.  slim  and  athletic,  seeks 
friendship  with  masculine  males 
under  30  for  tun  times.  Photo 
llscretlon   assured. 

GOOD  LOOKING  BLOND,  24.  slim, 
clean-shaven  mate  seeking 
friendship/relationship  with  a 
similar  attractive  male.  New  lo 
Toronlo.     Enjoy     music     discos, 

replies  with  pholo  only.  Drawer  892 
LOVERS  IN  KING  CITY  AREA 
would  like  lo  meet  other  gays  for 
trlendshlp.  En|oy  evenings  at 
home,  good  conversation  and  a  lew 
laughs.  We  live  and  work  in  the 
in  dining,  dancing.  Iheatre,  movies,      area-  Le,'s  m*et:  "'s  a  long  way  to 

music,  travel,  would  like  lo  meet      'he  city  Drawer  B9i 

similar  couples  to  share  activities  GOOD  LOOKING,  SINCERE,  mas- 
and  iriendship.  Drawer  B74  cullne  appearance,  age  up  lo  30? 

YOUNG  BODY  BUILDER  wishes  to  phone  me.  I'm6'1",  178  lbs.,  age 34, 
meet  serious  body  builders  Into  alralflhl  looking,  considered  attrac- 
swimmlng,  weights  and  wrestling.  ,ive  and  successful.  Interested  In 
Phone  number  and  photo  capping.  Hying,  nude  sunbathing 
appreciated.  Drawer  ABfi  _       and  doing  other  pleasant  ihlngs.  In 


Got  a  message?  We've  got  Ihe  way  lo  gel  it  across  to  gay  people  right 
whereyouhve  —  andallacrossCanadaandtheUS.too 

The  Body  Pnlilic's  Classifier]  ads  Need  a  |0b?  Wanl  to  sell  your  used 
iguana'  Rem  a  canoe'  Finda  Iriend  or  a  place  lo  live'  A  classified  ad  in 
TBP  is  a  good  way  lo  te!  olfters  know 

ll'seasy  —  and  cheap.  JusflOcenisawordlorpersonalads.  30 
cents  tor  Businesses  You  simply  fill  in  your  message  in  itte  form  below, 
count  up  Ihe  number  ol  words  and  send  il  oft  lo  us  with  a  cheque  or  mon? y 
order  Get  in  before  Ihe  deadline  and  your  ad  will  appear  in  ihe  very 
nexl  issue 

You  can  say  |usl  about  anylhing,  bul  there  are  a  lew  things  you  should 
keep  in  mind  II  you'  re  interested  in  meeting  people  il'sbest  to  be  positive 
Tellthemabou!  yourself  and  your  interests  —  not  aboul  what  you  don't 
like  Specifying  exclusions  on  the  basis  of  race  or  appearance  (saying 
"nofats  or  ferns"  lor  instance)  is  |ust  plain  rude,  and  being  rude 
doesn'tmaketnends 

Saying  thai  you' re  interested  m  meeting  people  lor  sex  is  line  But  there 
are  a  few  restrictions  —  the  law's,  not  ours.  Under  the  Criminal  Code  ot 
Canada  it  is  illegal  to  have  sen  with  anyone  ol  the  same  sex  under  the  age 
ot  21 .  to  have  sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their 
ages,  or  lo  solicit  tor  the  purposesol  prostitution  Otherwise,  sex  isstill 
legal  solar  But  to  protect  bolhyouand  us.  we  reserve  the  right  loader 
or  retuse  any  classified  ad. 

II  you  want  people  to  answer  you  directly,  pui  your  address  or  phone 
number  in  your  message  Or.  you  can  lakeadvantageol  our  forwarding 
service  For  only  a  dollar  exlra  we'll  assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number  and 
collect  answers  in  our  office  lo  be  sent  toyou  once  a  week 

It  you  wanilo  answer  someone  else's  ad,  lhal's  easy  too.  Put  your 
reply  in  an  envelope,  seal  it  and  send  it  tous.  making  sure  to  mark  on  the 
from  the  drawer  number 
you'rerespondinglo  You 
don'tneedtosendany 
money  Yourunopened 
reply  will  reach  the  person 
you'reansweringinjust 
a  few  days. 

Sogo  ahead.  Pick  up  a  pen  and  communicate 


MASCULINE  MALE.  36, 
Discretion  assured      aJ.  university  grad.  hone; 
Send    photo    and      seeks        companionship 
relallonship  if  all  goes  wel 
meet  and  llnd  out.  Love  ev 
gulet    home 


clog;, 


.nng 

Hertqt   

MALE  MODEL  v 
physique  wan l( 
photographer  Ir 


just   walking, 


CONDITIONS: 

All  ads  must  De  prepaid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  do  not  send  cash  through 
the  man  The  Body  Porrtic  reserves  Ihe  right  toaller  or  refuse  any  ad  Latecopy 
will  be  held  over  tor  Ihe  following  issue    Deadline  for  Sept:  Aug  IB 

HATES: 

Individuals  t0cperword,mmimum$200 

Businesses  30c  per  word,  minimum $6. 00 

Forwarding  Service  SLOOper  ad  per  issue  Ifyou  would  like  us  to  assign  your 

ad  adrawernumoer  and  forward  mail  loyouoncea  week,  please  check  ihe 

box  below 


I   tame 


|  □Drawer  number  required 

I  I  encloses 

•  PlBaserunmyadaslollowsinlhe_ 


PASSIVE     GUY     LOOKING     FOR      ***■  '' 


Greek 


guys 


good 


Can  take  hard 

>rk  out  at  a  gym 


to  offer  and  li 
more  lo  life  lhar 
bars  496-0400 


22-YEAFtOLD.    S' 

8". 

34    LBS., 

un,  likes 

,  cooking 

camping 

boating 

ind   travel     Re- 

turning  tc 

school, 

environ  rr 

ant  Drawer  B6t 

balding    but    i 
looking, 
sincere,  honest  ai 

ugusl  1Q7B 


vmg. 


YOUNG  W/M.  S'8",  135  LBS.,  seeks 
attractive,  masculine  middle-aged 
males  lor  companionship,  good 
limes  Really  dig  older  guys  In  Bulls 
who  are  tun,  loving,  intelligent  and 
mature  but  young  In  outlook.  I've 
many  interests  Including  dining, 
dancing,  movies  and  especially 
outdoor  activities.  Why  nol  write 
and  tell  me  about  yoursell  and  your 
interests  Hopelolly  we  can 
become  aood  Irlends  Drawer  B97 


.  ease  write  again  to  , 
Sox  582.  Station  O,  Toronto  M4T 

2N4   with   return    address.    Would  ' 

like  lo  meet.  Your  reply  came  too  I 

lale.  Am  away  unlil  Sept.  5th.  j 

upporllve     ATTRACTIVE,     SECURE     YOUNG  I 
professional  with  a  good  sense  of 

humour,  28,  57".   135  lbs.    would  ' 


mpanlonship 


SUCCESSFUL,  OISCREET  young  ( 
male,  28,  57",  135  lbs.  looking  for- 
ward lo  mealing  good  looking  in- 
telligent Asian  guy  lor  Iriendship  I 
Interest  In  Ihe  pleasures  ol  sex,  t 
travel  and  Ihe  arts  important  j 
Drawer  B  1 00  ' 


"1  your  ad  below  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  box 


The  Body  Polilic,  Box  7289.  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W1X9 
'■■■■■■■■-■■■■■■■■■■■■■■« 
Body  Poliiic/29 


CLASSIFIED 


ATTRACTIVE     ENGINEER     seeks 

tasting  intimacy  Lovemaklng  or 
SB.  (manual.  oral  only)  is  non- 
essential  but  welcome  when 
mutual  You  should  Identically 
equal  my  following  description: 
under  45,  slim,  ctean-snaven.  Illtie 
body   hair,  eireumsctsed,   modest 


drinker,  druQ-non-user.  high  10, 
rationalist,  broad  science/  techno 
logy  Inleresls,  gulei  and  socially 
retiring.  Give  your  description 
1  details  please.  Bo>  191.  Station  T, 

Toronto,  ON  M6B  4A1 

ISLINGTON/WEST  TORONTO  I  am 
a  gay  European,  36.  S'B",  well 
1  proportioned,  versatile  (no  heavy 
i  stuff)  Am  multilingual  and  have 
various  hobbles.  Have  own  car. 
Would  like  lo  meel  younger  friend 
:  lo  max  30  lo  spend  my  tree  lime 
!  with.  I  love  blonds  Would  also  like 
i  to  meet  other  European  immi- 
grants. No  drugs  please  Letter 
with  photo  and  phone  number  will 
lirst  Drawer  B60 


LONELY  ADULT  BUSINESSMAN 
seeks  companionship  with  others 
under   45   who   are   inieresled   In 

who  are  sell-supporting  You  must 
be  sincere,  honesl  and  discreel, 
and  reasonably  well-educated.  I 
seek  a  travel  companion  tor  a 
Florida  trip  In  the  late  Fall;  lerms 
negotiable   Drawer  661 


OAHK  BLOND,  BLUE-EYED  MALE 
I  26,  6*4",    195  lbs.,  very  shy  and 
tuse  ol  vertlllgo  con- 


Drawer  ■ B64... 


THIS  ATTRACTIVE  MALE  would 
like  to  meet  others  with  similar 
Interests:  shows,  reading,  travel, 
talking.  Have  real  sex-appeal,  but 
nol  much  Into  quickies.  Am 
romantic,  affectionate  Slim 
muscular  body.   140  lbs.,  5'9"    A 

good- looking  37  years   Drawer  B62 


NEW   IN   TOWN,    HAWAIIAN,  23, 


170 


enjoy 


squash. 

evenings  out  Phone  number  plus 
photos  tor  lasting  relationship  Box 
■las,  Slallon  K.  Toronto 

GREEK  PASSIVE  37,  6'3",  wants 
well -en  do  wed  horny  Greek  active 

others  wrlle  loo,    Enclose  photo, 

i  phone  Drawer  B11. 

PROFESSIONAL  GUV.  27,  seeks 
j  friends.  I'm  a  friendly,  relaxed 
person  and  like  eallng  out.  Iheaire 
and  tennis,  most  o!  all  I  en|oy  even- 
,  Ings  just  chatling  among  friends  II 
similar,  why  nol  wrlle?  Drawer  B67. 
WELL-ENDOWED.  SENSOUS 
young  man  wants  replies  Irom 
those  who  en|oy  sen  sous  love- 
making,  casual  or  semi-steady 
relallonshlps.   Answer  all    Drawer 

B65. 

AFFECTIONATE  TO  VOUNG  MEN 
WHO  have  privacy  55,  145  lbs.,  5'9". 
Straight  In  appearance  —  like 
same.  Wrlle  for  phone  number.  Bon 
1042,  Station  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W 

1G5. _____ 

MOUSTACHE,  SHORT  HAIR. 
i  classy  very  attractive  male  model, 
|  hard-wroklng.  etc..  seeks  friends. 

Rodney  361-1141. 

ACCOMPLISHED  AMATEUR  pho- 
'  lographer  seeks  male  models  for 
nude  artistically  erotic  posing. 
Windsor  and  Southwest  Ontario 
also  Toronto  area.  Send  photo  and 
phone  to  John.  Box  03528,  Detroit, 
Ml  48163  USA 


AMATEUR  MALE  MODEL  W 


I   you  des 


boyish  looks, 
iius  of  Toron- 
to. Wilt  also  develop  and  print  your 
35mm  black  and  white  turns.  Bo< 
763,  Streetsvllle  Postal  Slallon. 
Mlsslssauaa.  ON  L5M  2C2. 


YOUNG  ASIAN  FRIEND  I 

successful  middle-aged 
man,  considered  attractive.  Must 
be  atfecilonate.  sincere,  with  wide 
Photo    Please.    Drawer 


ATTRACTIVE  MALE  would  like  to 
hear  from  bl  and  gay  males.  Am  26, 
56".  US  lbs.,  Into  French  passive- 
acilve,  kissing,  heavy  pelting  and 
other  enloyable  things.  Photo  and 
I  phone  all  answered  Drawer  B55. 
W/M.  30.  5"11".  150  LBS.,  mascu- 
line, bilingual.  Intelligent,  travelled 
!  and  well-educated,  considered 
\  attractive,  Cart  ton- Jarvls  area  Main 
i  Inleresls  theatre,  music,  the  arts  in 
I  general,  plants,  reading,  camping, 
|  hiking,  cycling,  Tal  Chi.  I  en|oy 
quiet  times,  food  and  drink,  phllo- 
3Q/Sody  Politic 


sophtcat  and  political  bu  "shilling, 
movies,  concerts,  good  smoke  and 
gentle  sex  Wish  to  meet  stable, 
aware  and  outgoing  masculine  guy, 
around  215-33,  wilh  compatioie  in 
teres  Is,  especially  someone  inlo 
outdoor  aellvltles,  tor  companion- 
ship Would  be  particularly  inter- 
ested In  meeting  students  ol  Yang- 
style  Tal  Ch'  for  practice  together 


BISEXUAL  WIDOWER  v 
family,  early  sixties.  6'1".  1SJ  tos., 
white  hair,  glasses,  clean  shaven, 
erect  figure,  flat  stomach,  clear 
complexion,  unllned  lace,  own 
leeth,     once     considered     'hand- 

gulshed,*  healthy,  potent,  vigorous, 
WASP  establishment,  in  Who's 
Who,  not  wealthy,  but  can  afford 
extensive  travel,  theatre,  good  food 
and  good  wine,  summer  cottage, 
imported  last  car,  etc  Am  tolerant. 


idly. 


Would  II 


algM ' 


nage. 


)  youngish 

affectionate,     easy-going, 
restrictive  relationship  with  possl 
bililles  ol  travel  You  should  be  In- 
telligent,   well-educated, 
mannered  and  honest  You  will  find 
me    generous    but    Intolerant 
cupidity    and     unreliability.     I 

details  10  Drawer  Bl 02 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE  seeks  young 
companion,  London /Toronto  area. 
Phote  appreciated.  Drawer  B105. 


king, 


-shave 


smoking     white 

dancing,  musicals 

ballet,  books  and 
older  brother  22  to  35  v 
tlble  interests  for  long- 
relallonshlp  All  sine, 
answered.  Drawer  B107 
ATTRACTIVE  BISEXUAL  MALE. 
41,  enjoys  squash,  sailing,  music, 
sen.  would  like  lo  meet  altraclive 
people.  Box  97,  Station  V,  Toronto 

M6R  3A4. 

WOULD    LIKE    TO    MEET    mature 

men!  to  leach  me  French  and/or 
Spanish.  I  am  42.  5'10",  slim,  easy- 
going, qulel,  Oroadmlnded  and  un- 
clean and  discreet.  Other  replies 


Diawei  B96 


and 


GAY  MALE.  43,  anxious  to  meet 
olher  gay  or  bl  males  single  or 
married.  Complete  discretion 
assured.  Love  to  meet  uniformed 
policemen  or  professional  athletes, 
but  will  answer  all.  Phone  number  if 
possible,  but  not  necessary. 
Drawer  895. 


WM 
$5  each 

(5  for  $20) 

(Ontano  residents  add  4%  sales  tax) 

Eastwind 

PO  Box55d 

Station  J' 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4J  AZ2 

Wholesale  Inquiries  Invited 

(416)  366-2859 

CLine  open  24  hours) 


YOUNG    ATTRACTIVE    MALE    23. 

6',  165  lbs.,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
tanned,  moustache,  glasses,  seeks 

possible  relationship  Just  coming 
out.  wishes  to  llnd  special  man  tor 
c«en  relationship  I'm  interested  In 
music,   books,  swimming,  dining. 

passionate  to  man 
who  could  reciprocate  my  feelings. 
I'm  inexperienced  bul  desire  under- 
standing gentleness  and  emotional 
strength  Irom  you.  I  like  tail  hirsute 
husky  lypes.  bul  lhat  Is  an  Ideal, 
though  you  should  be  good-looking 
in  trim  condition  Nol  looking  for 
fast  sex  bul  hopefully  a  total 
sharing  relationship 


FRIENDS-fc 

MONTREAL 

MONTREAL  BILINGUAL  Ciso*ua< 
academic  woman.  38  Fields:  phil- 
osophy, art  5.  sc 


PROFESSIONAL  MALE.  34,  articu- 
late, we  1 1- read,  sincere,  sensitive 
and  modest,  not  ready  lo  flaunt 
being  gay  but  won't  deny  it.  likes 
classical  music  theatre,  good  tood, 
travel,  would  like  to  correspond  or 
meet  an  intelligent,  handsome, 
blue-eyed  blond  guy  under  25. 
Although  applicants  fitting  de- 
scription will  be  given  preference, 
some  (or  all)  of  the  above  qualities 
may  be  disregarded  In  sympalhetlc 
Live    In   Calgary,   bul 

T.O    frequently  and  may 

re.  Drawer  B106 


r--.' 


ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  37,  B'V, 

lbs.  discreet,  seeks  young  males 
21-30  lor  good  times.  Have  my  own 
apl  1  like  sports  and  movies 
533-6336. 

GAY  MALE,  2B,  desire:.  Iriends  wno 

en(oy  outdoor  actlvltels,  movies, 
music,  converstalon.  Send  phone 
number  or  wrlle.  Drawer  B109. 
DEDICATED  JOGGER  seeks  jog- 
ging companions)  for  group 
running     in     downlown/Riverdale 


dally,  l< 


OTTAWA. 


m|oy  m 


slty 


drinker,  non-smoker,  like  the  Iresh 
air,  en|oy  disco  dancing,  am  not 


thoughtful, 


CLEANING  PERSON 

cleaning,  painting  at 


l.  922- 


HOMES 


3RD  YEAR  U  OF  T  DRAMA  I 

seeks  room/ flatmate  I 

house/  apart  men  I  this  September. 

qulel.  Drawer  BIOS. 

NON-SMOKER,  FEMALE  OR  MALE 
share  9-room  Edwardian  3-slorey 
house.  Spadlna/Dupont,  with  male 
couple.  Prefer  grad/mature 
student  or  professional.  21  -X. 
Available  Labour  Day  S265  mo., 
less     with     housework.     921-2964 

menings. 

FORMING  CO-OP  In  west  Beaches 
area.  Two  rooms  $90  and  $100  plus 
utilities      Working     persons     or 


COAST-TO-COAST  TIMES  n 
hiring  advertising  sales  reps-dis- 
tributors in  all  areas  Send  resume 
to  Publisher  cro  Coasl  Times  Pub- 
lishing, PO  Bo.  3719,  Los  Angeles 
California  90028,  or  call  (213)  463- 

5661  tor  Interview. 

YOUNG  MAN  AVAILABLE  tor 
apartment  or  house  cleaning 
duties.     Weekly     or     bi-weekly 


•->.!.  |-.-t.-(rr:i.;i.."j     Drjl'iel  A6;1 

BOOKKEEPER-ACCOUNT  ANT- 

part-tlme  wanted  for  small  limited 
company     Experience    and    reler- 


MALE,  27,  NON-SMOKER,  has  fur- 
nished apartment  to  share,  Church/ 
Welles  ley     area.     Very     reasonable 

rent  960-0731  after  5 __ 

YOUNG  MAN  MID-TWENTIES, 
wishing  to  live  alone  seeks  inter- 
ling  and  unique  setting,  prefer- 


atily 


to 


Commencing  end  of  August.  B64. 
SELF-SUFFICIENT,  HOME  PROUD. 

artistic  man  to  share  atlractive 
furnished  apartment  ai  St  Clair 
and  Yonge  with  business  woman. 
Own  room.  $185  per  month  Drawer 

B70. 

REUABLE.  STEADILY  EMPLOYED 
male  30,  seeks  same  to  llnd  and 
share  flat  or  apt  in  downtown  coral 

Phone  961-6126  evenings. 

OOWNTOWN   TORONTO   bachelor 


ably  employed,  reasonably  good 
looking,  and  stable  —  a  photo  will 
be  appreciated  and  all  answers  are 
confidential.  I  want  lo  hear  Irom 
you  if  living  In  Oil  aw  a  area.  B81. 
MATURE.  ATTRACTIVE  English- 
man, many  Interests,  but  lonely, 
seeks  compatible  companion  with 
view  to  possible  ongoing  relation- 
ship, sincere  replies  only  please. 
Drawer  B58. 

AM  33.  INTELLIGENT,  bilingual,  like 
classical  and  folk  music,  bicycling, 
etc  I  seek  loyal  friendship,  possi- 
bility of  developing  a  mongamous 
relationship  wilh  a  male  25  years 
or  older.  Richard.  Drawer  B1B. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 

MONCT0N-PETITC0DI  AC-SUSSEX 
area  Young  white  male.  5'8",  125  lbs, 
brown  hair,  eyes,  seeks  companion 

Introduce  me  to  gay  living.  My 
interests  Include  art,  music  and 
writing.  Petltcodlac.  with  limited 
travel  lo  Monclon,  Sussex  areas. 
Phone  756-2B17,  or  write:  W.E 
Bennett.  Pelllcodlac  NB.  E0A  2H0. 


COMING  OUT  slim  atlractive  masc- 
uline gay  guy  w/m  28,  5'10",  145 
lbs  bilingual  clean  cut  wants  to 
meel  young  gays  under  26  'or 
companionship  and  good  times. 
Write  and  tell  me  about  yourseii. 
Pholo  appreciated,  dlserelion  ex- 
pecied  and  returned.  Drawer  B99. 
29,  ST',  144  LBS.  relatively  altrac- 
live. socially  active,  straight  ap- 
pearing, bald,  hirsute,  bearded, 
dark  hair,  blue  eyes  Talenled  artist 
{portraiture  and  figurative),  Inter- 
ested   In    movies    (current    and 

Thomas  Wolle.  Margaret  I 
Richard  Adams),  music  (Chopin, 
Harry  Chapin,  Grace  Jones.  Con- 
way Twltty).  go  lo  the  NAC  fre- 
quently Including  theatre,  ballet, 
attending  the  opera 
experimental  i 


Call  921-0454  or  465-9318. 


n  Sept. 


a  very       MONTREAL 


QUITE  PROFESSIONAL  WHITE 
MALE  new  to  Montreal.  35,  wishes 
apl  In  gay  congenial  setting  near 
downiown  tot  Sept-Ocl.  Fluent 
bilingual.  Call  alter  5  pm  265-2924. 

WORK 

TORONTO 

ORGANIZATIONAL  GENIUS  with 
design,  promotion  and  typing 
skills,  selllessly  devoted  and 
willing  to  work  like  a  volunteer  In  a 
very  full  lime  salaried  position  in  a 
small  business.  Warm  supportive 
atmosphere  provided,  similar 
applicant  desired.  Send  resume: 
PinkType,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 
M5W1G2. 


employ- 


LETTERS 


LARGE  THREE  STOREY   HOUSE 

wilh  maximum  population  ol  lour 
needs  a  fourth  Your  own  large 
room.  Share  kitchen  on  your  floor 
with  one  other.  Bus  ai  door  Pape 
subway  five  minutes  walk.  Live  tor 
S3. 45  per  day.  Move 


PRISONER  CONFINED 
Chester  Pen  would  like  lo  have 
understanding  gay  pen-pals  fi 
any  part  ol  the  tree  world  Interests 
Include  art,  music,  writing,  poetry. 
Age  30.  Write  Bruce  Allan  K  ' 
Drawer  A,  Dorchester  NB.  Canada 
(Pholo  wilh  reply). 
MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughout 
Canada  and  (he  US.  Join  GAY- 
MATES,  a  pen-pal  club  I 
For  Iree  info,  write  GSI,  Dept.  B,  PO 
Box    3043.    Saskatoon,    Saksatch- 

ewan.  Canada. 

ATTENTION     INMATES: 

daslre    penpals,    please 

MCC  of  the  Rockies.  PO  Box  9536,, 

Denver.  Colorado  80209. 

I'M     PRESENTLY     IN     CONFINE 

MENT  In  an  Ohio  prison.  I  have 
year  to  go.  My  name  Is  Larry  A 
Smith.  I'm  27  years  old,  single, 
white,  5'8",  155  lbs.  brown  hair, 
blue  eyes  and  I'm  gay.  I  receive  no 
mall.  Please  write!  Larry  A  Smith 
N°  144-095,  PO  Box  511,  Columbus. 
Ohio  43216. _____ 

READING 

NUDE  BOYS  AND  MEN  all  types, 
sizes  and  shapesl  Largest  and 
finest  selection  of  Gay  films  and 
magazines  In  the  world  I  Guaran- 
teed Canadian  delivery.  Send  11  for 
photo  illustrated  catalogues. 
LETTREX  STUOIO-C,  Postbus  1 135. 
Amsterdam  1000.  HOLLAND. 

TRAVEL_ 

KEY  WEST  ISLAND  HOUSE  v. 
Don  rooms  and  apartments.  Large 
enclosed  sun  deck,  pool  in  historic 
area  Dally  and  weekly  rates.  112£ 
Fleming  St-  33040. 1305)  294-6284. 
FT  LAUDERDALE,  FLORIDA  Bela 
Mar  Vacation  Motel.  Friendly  Infor- 
mal atmosphere.  Clean  comfort- 
able rooms  S14  nightly.  Efficien- 
cies Si6  nightly  for  two.  (305)  566- 

4376. 


MALE  19  seeks  full  II 

men!  as  an  apprentice 

waiter   or   |unlor    office   posit 

(mail/file  clerk  etc.)  It  you  can  t 

oul   please   write   to  drawer   ByrJ 

Thank-You. 

LICENSED  GAY  OPTICIAN  wishes 
employ  men  I  In  central  Toronto 
area.  Two  years  dispensing  exper- 
ience. Straight  looking.  31. 
mustache  and  neatly  trimmed 
beard  Available  Oct  1978.  B11Z 
FOR  SMALL  MAINTENANCE  JOBS 
and  general  cleaning  ot  apartment 
and  commercial  properties...  pan 
and  full  lime.  Send  name,  number 
and  short  resume  to  Faulkner 
Manage  men  I  Services  Limited.  242 
Carleton  Street  Toronto. 


OTHER 

75  HONDA  CB360.  6600  ml,  wlnter- 
garaged.  never-dropped, 
windshield,  rack,  air  horns,  cobra- 
chain,  cert  Plane  alter7  924-0863. 
PILOTS-FLIGHT  ATTENDANTS 
atlractive,  hospitable.  Wash, 
man  would  like  lo  meet  fellows 
between  ages  ol  25-50  for  fun  and 
friendship  Let's  enjoy  together- 
ness during  your  slop  overs.  Box 

B104.  

THE  LESBIAN  GUIDE  BOOK: 
GAlA"s  Guide.  1978.  Thoroughly 
detailed  annual  pockei-size  ir" 
national  lesbian  bar/club  guide  and 
complete  directory.  ThlB  f"" 
edition:  all  USA  plus  30  other 
countries  —  3500  listings.  $7.00 
only  (including  first-class  postage 
and  guaranteed  discretion)  Irom 
GAIA"  GUIDE,  115  New  Montgov- 
ery  Street,  San  Francisco,  Ca 
94105  —  two  weeks  delivery. 
ATTENTION  GAY  PHILATELISTS: 
I  am  a  collector  who  would  like  to 
share  my  hobby  with  others  Can- 
ada. Britain  my  particular  Interests, 
but  all  enquiries  welcome.  1368 
WHAT  WE  GONNA  DO  (ABOUT 
ANITA)"  and  "QUEEN  OF  THE 
NTTE"  New  45  by  CASSE  CULVER. 
S2  check  or  money  order  lo  "Sweet 
Alliance  Music"  PO  Box  2879 
Washington  DC  20013.  Bulk  rales 
on  request. 

GAY7ACA0EMIC  or  prole  Hi  anal"? 

Sudent?  Want  Involvement  ■,  "" 
others  like  yourself  Join  Ihe  Gay 
Academic  Union.  Slart  a  chapter  or 
your  campus  or  in  your  community 
Wrlle  GAU  'or  Chapter-Starter 
Packet:  8560  Hollywood  Blvd.  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90069  All  inqulrlea 
confidential 

August  1078 


COMMUNITY  PAGE 


MONTREAL 


e  Body  Polnlc.  Bo.  ; 


Association  gale  de  I'Ablllbl.  a/S 
ADGQ,  CP  36.  Succ  C,  Monlreal,  PQ 
H2L4J7 


MB.R7A5Z4  PH 


Dlgnlty/Calgary.Bo.  1492,  SlnT 

Calqary,AB,T2H2H7, 

PH  (403)269-7542 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Bo*  G  262. 

Sin  G,  Calgary,  A8 

Gay  Intof mallon  and  Resources. 

Room312  223- 12  Ave. SW. Calgary. 

AB.72R0G9.PH:  (403|  264-3911. 


1 0  PM. 


Me  I  r  opol  i  tanCommunilyChurch 
17031SISI  NW.Calgary.AB  PH: 
(403)266-1806 
CORNERBROOK 


Communlly  Homophlle 
Association  ol  N  FLD  (CHAN).  Box 
905,  Comer  Brook.  NF.A2H6J2. 
GOWN  (Gay  Organization  of  Ihe 
Women  of  Newfoundland)  may  be 


EDMONTON 


Club  70  10242. 106lh  SI,  Edmon- 
ton, AB,T5J  IH7  PH:(403|423-S051 
Wonlty/Edmonlon,  POBo»53, 

Edmonton,  AB.T5J2G9. 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Box 
1852.  Edmonton.  AB,  T5J  2P2. 
10144-101  SI..PH  1403)424-8361. 
Metropolitan  Communlly  Church, 
Bo*  1312.  Edmonlon,  AB,  TSJ  2MB, 
PH  ..jqv.  4-r.e  7863 


The  Alternate  Bookshop  Sle  301 
1585  Barring  I  on  St  ,  Hallla*  NS 
B3J  tZB 

Atlantic  Provj  nc  e  s  P  oli  1 1  ca  I 
Lesbians  for  E*  am  pie  (APPLE),  PO 
Bo.  361 1 ,  Halifax  South  Postal  Sin 
Halifax.  NS.B3J3K6 
Gay  Alliance  lor  Equality,  Boi  3611, 
Hallla.  South  Sin. .Halifax  NS 
B3J  3K6  Gayllne:  (902)42*6969 
Gay  Youth  Halllax,  c/o  Wendell 
Enman.Apt  1913. 1333  S.ParVSI 
Halllax,  NS.B3J  2K9    


HAMILTON 


Homophl  la  Assoc.,  DC1. 
box  «,  bin  B.  Hamilton, ON, 
L8L  7T5.  Gayllne:  (416)527-0336. 
Also  at  the  above  address: 
Gay  Women  of  Hamilton 


Androgyny  Boo kstore.  1217 
|    Crescent  St .  Montreal.  PO, 
H3G2B1   PH  (5141866-2131 
Association  Communautalre  Homo 
seiuetle  de  f'UnlirersIt*  de  Montreal 
3200,  Jean-Briiiant.  Local  1265*. 
Pay  desSciencesSoclales.Univer     I 
srle de  Montreal,  Montreal.  POH3TIN6 
Association  pour  les  Droits  des 
GaKefcdu  Quebec.  CP  36,  Succ  C, 
Monlreal.  PO.  H2L  4J7, 1264 SI 
Timothee  PH: (514)843^671. 
Coop  Famines.  3617  bout  St 
Laurent,  Montreal.  PO  843-8998. 
Olgnlty/Monlres],  C  P.  641. 
Snowdon,  Monlreal,  PQ.H3X  3X8 
Eglise  Communautalre  de  Mon- 
treal/Montreal Communlly  Church. 
CP610.  Station  NOG.  Montreal  PQ 
H4A3R1  PH:|514)84S-4471. 
Egllsedu  Disciple  Blen-Alme.  6581 
Si  Laurent.  Montreal.  PO  PH:(514) 
27*5381 

Emmanuel  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  5- 2320LlncOln, 
Monlreal,  PO,  H3H  1J4  PH  (514| 
937-9696 

Gay  Fri«nds  of  Concordia  meet 
every  Thursday  In  Rm  923,  Hall 
Bidg,at4  oo  For  info,  phone  |514) 
288-3787 

Gaylnto,PO  Box610,StnNOG. 
Montreal.  PO.H4A  3R1   PH:(514) 

486-4404.  Mori-Sal  7-1 1  PM. 
Sponsors  severalgroups 
Gayllne,  [51 4)931-8668 Or931-S330. 
7days/wk.7-11PM 
Gay  McGIK.Universlly  Centre.  3480 
McTavish,  Montreal.  PQ.  H3A  1X9 
Gay  Social  Services  Project.  5 
Weredale  Park,  Montreal  PO  H32 
1Y5.  PH.  (514)937-9581. 
GayVDCHnlc,  Montreal  Youth 
Clinic.  Mon,  Wed,  Fri  evenings.  3658 
SteFamille  PH  (514)8437885 
Gay  Women  of  McGIII  meel 


Alropos  Fellowship  Society/ 
Odyssey  Club.  Box  3414  Reglna. 
SK.  S4P  3J8 

ST-JEROME.PQ 

Association  des  callers  des  Lauren- 
tides,  CP  272,  St-Jerome.  PO. 
J7ZST9. 


Comrmmily  Homophlle  Assoc,  ol 
NFL0|CHAN>.Brj>.613,StnC,St 
Johns  NF  A1C5K8 


SASKATOON 


Tuesdays,  8  PM.  V 

(University  Centre.  3480  McTavish. 

Rm42S6>  Into  (514)866-2131  or 

Gayllne. 

Groups  Gai  a  I'Unlveralle  du 

Quebec  a  Montreal,  CP  8888, 

Montreal,  Quebec  H3C  3P8. 

J  emesse  Gale  de  Montreal  (Gay 

Youth  of  Monlreal).  Open  t< 


dgayrr 


»21 


CP753,  Succ.  H,  Montn 
H3G2M7  Meetings.  Saturdays. 
1:3L>  5  Weredale  Park,  Montreal, 
PQ.H3Z1Y5.  PH:  Gayllne. 
NACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion 
Group  Women  and  men  welcome 
Into:  PO  Box  298.  Station  H. 
Montreal,  PQ,  H3G  2K8  PH   Haivey 
(514)488-0849 

ParentsolGays,c/oPOBox610, 
S1nNDG.Monlreal.PQ  H4A  3R1 
PH:  15141 486-4404. 


MOOSE  JAW 


OrTAWA/HULL~ 


KINGSTON 


Kingston  Women's  Centre,  Queen's 
University. Sludent  Memorial 
Union.  3rd  Floor,  Kingston,  ON. 
Queen's  Ho  mop  h  lie  Assoc.. 
Student  Affairs  Centre,  51  Queen's 
Crest,  Queen's  University, 
Kingston.  ON,  K7L  2S7  PH:(613) 
547-2836 

KiTCHENER/WATERmfT- 


Gay  Rlghls  Organization  ol 

Waterloo  (GROW).  PO  Box  2632, 

ON.  N2H  6N2. 
LesbianOrganlzatlonol  Kitchener 
(LO.O.K.).c/oFederatlonol 
Studenis,  University  of  Waterloo 
Watertoo,ON,N2L3G1. 
Waterloo  Universities'  Gay 
Liberation  Movement.  Federaiionof 
Sludents,  University  ol  Waterloo 
Watertoo,ON.N2L3Gl  PH  (5191 
6*5  i-i'_E.   2372, 


Wgnrty.PO Box 2102, StnD  Ottawa 

ON.K1P5W3. 

Gays  of  0 II  a wa/Ga  1  s  de 

I'Outeouals,  Box  2919.  Stn  D 

Ottawa,  ON.  K1 P  5W9;  378Elgtn 

(2nd  floor)  Gayllne:  (613)  238-1717 

business.  233-0152. 

Lesbians  of  Ottawa  Now  (LOON) 

POBox6057,StnJ,Ottawa,ON 

K2A1T1.PH:  (613)  238-1717. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church 

PO  Bo.868,  Sin  B.  Ottawa,  ON 

K1P5T1  Services:  7  PM  Sundays, 

9i  1/2FourthAve  Pastor's  phone 

(613)741-0783. 


Gay  Academic  Union,  Box  419.  Sub 
PO  6. Saskatoon, SK.S7N  OWO. 
Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662, 
Saskatoon,  SK.S7K  3R8.310-20lh 
St.  E  (2nd  Moor)  PH.(306|6520972 
Also  at  t  he  above  add  ress : 
Gay  Alllanceol  Youth. 
Grapevine,  a  group  lor  Christian  and 
Jewish  gays.  PH:  (306)343-5963. 
Lesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon 
Woman's  Liberation.  PO  Box  4021. 
Saskatoon,  SK. 
Stubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303 
Queen  St.,  Saskatoon,  SK. 
Subcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  c/o 
Saskatchewan  Associalion  on 
Human  Rights,  31 1-20th  St  W„ 
Saskatoon,  SK 


SHERBROOKE 


THUNDER  BAY 


Northern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay 
SI  .Thunder Bay, ON  PH:(B07) 345- 
7802 


TORONTO" 


Catalyst  Press,  315BlantyreAve., 
Scarborough,  ON,  M1N2S6. 
Chats  worth  Charitable  Foundation, 
29  Granby  ST ,  Toronto,  ON,  M58 1  H& 
Comm  u  nl  ty  H  om  op  h  I  le  Assocla- 
Uon  of  Toronto  (CHAT).  29  Granby 
ST.Toronlo.ON,M5B1H8 
Congregation  B'nal  Kehlllah  of  Tor- 
onto for  Gay  Jews,  c/o66Glouces- 
ter St.. Toronto,  ON,  M4Y1L5.  Meet- 
ings and  Services  every  2nd  &4th 
Friday  ol  the  month,  10Trlnlry 
SrjuarefEaton  Centre),  lor  more  In- 
formation, cal  1 923-GAYS. 
Dlgnlly.  Box  249,  Stn  E,  Toronto,  ON, 
M8H  4E2 

Free  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),277 
Berkeley  St.,  Apt  2,  Toronto.  ON, 
M5A  2X3.  PH:{416)  362-3678. 
Gay  AcademicUnlon, c/o  Prof  John 
A.  Lee.ScarboroughCollege.UofT, 


II,  ON.  t 


1C  IA4 


'OCYSF, 


PQlRBORbUGH."" 


Trent  Homophlle  Assoc  Box  1524 
Pelerborough.ON,  K9J7H7  262 
RubldgeSt  ,  Rm203  PH:  (705)742- 
6229.Wed-Sun. 


phincealbert.sk- 


Prince  Albert  Gay  Community 
Centre,  POBox  1893,  Prince  Albert  SK. 
PH:  (306)763-2690 

PRlNCEGEORGE.  BC 


LONDON 


Homophlle  Assoc,  ol  London,  Onl 

no  SI  .London  ON 
N6A  322.  PH:  (519)  433-3762. 
London  Lesbian  Collective.  P  O 

Bo.  4724,  Slalion  C.  London  ON 
N5W5L7 


The  gay  gr 

Centre.  (604)  563-1 21  i 

QUEBEC 


MISSISSAUGA/BRAMPTON 


GEM/Gay  Equality  L ,,., 

Bqi  156.  Stallon  A.  Mississauga.  ON 
L5A2Z7 

Oayllne  w.*i-  791-6974.  Peer 

counselling  telephone  service 
Auguaf  1978 


Centre  Homophlle  d'Alde  el  de 

Liberation  (CHAL).  CP596.Haute- 
ville,  175  rue  Prlnce-Edouard, 
Quebec.  PQ  PH:(418)525-4997 
Pentose  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catnc- 
uque  euchanstique).  310.  de  la  Cou- 
ronne,  Quebec.  PQ 

Sendee  rJEnirealrJe  Homophlle  da 

Quebec.  CP  596,  Haute  Vllie. 260 
rue  des  Franciscains,  Quebec,  PQ 
G1H4S1.PH:  (418)  524-8344. 


Gay  Alliance  al  York, 

Cenlral  Square,  Rm  105,  York  Univ., 
4700 Keele St .  Downsview, ON, 
M3J  1P3.  Office:  216Vanier  College 
Res  PH:  (416|  667- 3509  or  667-3632. 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
(GATE).  PO  Box  156,  Station  P. 
Toronto,  ON.  MSS  2S7  PH:  (416) 
964-0148 

Gay  Commit  nilyCalendar,  24-hour 
recorded  message.  PH:  (416)923- 
GAYS 

Gay  Community  Services  Centra. 
29Granby  St.,  Toronto.  ON,  M5B 
1H8.  Distress  and  counselling  llne- 
(416)364-9635.  Drop- In, Monday 
through  Thursday, 7-1030  PM  Fri 
SSat.  to  11:30  PM. 

GaysatToronto(GAT),c/oSAC 

Office,  Han  House  Circle, 
University  of  Toronto,  Toronto,  ON. 
GayTelevlslon  Collective,  c/o  Box 
575. Station  K.Toronto, ON 
M4P2H1.PH:  (416)691-9269. 
Gay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St 
Suite  301.  (416)  366-5664  Meetings 
at  519  Church  St.  Community 
Centre  at  7:30  on  Tuesdays 
GladDayBookstore,4CollierSt  (at 
Yonge),  Toronto,  ON,  M4W  1L7  PH- 
(416)961-4161 


York  University. 

Harbinger-Lesbian  Drop-In  Wed  3-5 
PM.  214  Vanier  Residence  York 
University. 

Hassle-Free  Clinic,  VD  testing  and 
Information  2HomewoodAve 
Suite  101,  Toronto,  ON  PH:(416) 
922  3323 

Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans.  20 
Berryman  Si,  Toronto.  ON.  PH  (416) 
925-1047  ' 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Trade  Union 
Group,  PO  Box  162.  Slalion  K 
Toronto,  ON,  M4P2G5 
LesblanOrganlMllon  of  Toronto 
(LOOT),  342  JarvisSL.Torom 
M4Y2G6.  PH' (4 1 6)  960-3249. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
(Oil ices  al)  29Granby  St.,  Toronto 
ON.M5B1H6  PH:(416)364-9799  ' 


Pink  Triangle  Press  PO  Box  639.  Stn 
|   A. Toronto, ON, M5W  1G2PHI4161 

86343320 
!  TnraeolCups.Women'sCoffee 
I   House, 342 Jarvis St  .Toronto, ON 
M4Y2G6  PH:|416)967-2882- 
TAG,  Peer  counsel  ling  telephone 
service.  Box  6706,  Stn  A,  Toronto. 
,  ON.M5W1X5  PH  (4161964-6600 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85 
!  HarbordSt, Toronto. ON, M5S1GS 
PH:  (416)922-8744, 
Tnwisvesllles  In  Toronto,  PO  Box 
873,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON. 
M5W 1G3.  PH:  (416)  486-7112. 
Trl-Aid  Charitable  Foundation,  8 
IrwinAve., Toronto,  ON. M4Y  1K9 
PH  (416)924-2525 
Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,  Stn  E, 
Toronto.  ON.M6G4E1  PH:(416) 
921-9091 

Women's  Archives.  Box928,StnQ, 
Toronto.  ON 
VANCOUVER 
Dignity/Vancouver,  Box  1036, 
]  Vancouver.  BC.  V6B  3X5. 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  Sox 
1463.  Sin  A,  Vancouver,  BC, 
V6C  2P7.  PH: (604) 689-3139. 
The  Gay  Fellowship,  201 2  Do  1 1  art  on 
Highway,  North  Vancouver,  BC  PH 
(604)929-3966.  Meet  2ndThursat8 
PM;41hSunal2PM. 
Gay  People  ol  Simon  Fraser,c/o 
Sludent  Society  Simon  Fraser. 
Burnaby,  BC.  PH:  (604)  291-3181  or 
291-3111 

Gay  People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student 
Union  Bldg,  Univ  ol  BC,  Vancouver. 
BC.V6T  1W5.  PH:  (604)228-6781 
Rights  ol  Lesbians  Subcommittee. 
BC  Federation  ol  Women.  1730 
Stephens  St.,  Vancouver. BC, 
V6K3V5. 

SEARCH  (Society  lor  Education, 
Action,  Research  &  Counselling  In 
Homosexuality).  Box  48903,  Bentall 
Centre,  Vancouver.  BC.V7X  1A8 
SEARCH  Community  Services.  28 
448 Seymour  St.,  Vancouver,  BC 


Manitoba  Giy  Coalition.  POBoi 

3742  Slalion  B.Winnipeg,  MB. 

R2W3R6 

NOP  Gay  Caucus  PO  Box  792.  Sin 

F.  Toronto.  ON,  M4Y  2N7 

Otder  Lesbian*  end  Gey*,  PO  Box 

6248.  Slalion  A.  Toronto  ON  M5W 

1P8 

OntarioGay  Teachers'  Caucus.  Boi 

543,StationF.50CharlesSt  E., 

Toronto.ON,M4Y2L8  PH:|416)6S4-     I 

1183. 

Prairie  Regional  Office,  CLGRC/ 

CCDLG.  Box  3742.  Station  B. 

Winnipeg.  MB,  R2W  3R6 


039. 


SEARCH  Youth  Group.c 
SEARCH ,  28-448  Seymoi 

Va  n  c  iju  i  er.  BC. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Alter  Stonewall,  Box  2051,266 
Graham.  Winnipeg,  MB.  R3C  3M2 
The  Body  Politic. POBox  7289  Sin 
A,  Toronto.  ON,  M5W  1X9. 
NG  RC  Forum/  Forum  de  la  CNDG, 
CP36,SuccC,  Monlreal,  PQ, 
H2L4J7. 

GaKe)s  du  Quebec,  CP  36.  Succ  C, 
Montreal,  PQ.  H2L  4J7. 
GayT)de,Box1463,StnA. 
Vancouver.  BC,  V6C  2P7 
Lesbian  Canada  Lesblanne,  c/o 
APPLE,  PO  Box  361 1 ,  Halitai  South 
Postal  Sin.  Halifax.  NS.  B3J  3K6 
Metro  Community  News,  29Granby 
SI.,Toronto,ON,M5B1H8. 


In  Montreal 

callGAYLINE 

931-8668 
931-5330 

Forinfoimation,7-11  PM; 
7  days/week. 


VICTORIA 


Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group 

(FLAG),  PO  Box  237,  Station  E, 
Victoria.  BC  V8W  2M6. 
University  ol  Victoria  Gay  Club, 
Student  Union  Bldg,  U.ol  Victoria, 
""     '700.  Victoria.  BC,  VHW  71? 


WINDSOR 


7002, 


W1  ndsor  Gey  Unity,  B< 
Sandwich  Sin,  Wlndsor.ON 
N9C3Y6.  PH.  (519)  252-0979. 


WINNIPEG 


Council  on  Homosexuality  and 

Religion,  P.O.  Box  1912,  Winnipeg, 
MB.R3C3R2. 

Dignity /Winnipeg,  Box  1912, 
Winnipeg,  MB,  R3C3R2. 
Gays  lor  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU, 
University  ol  Manitoba,  Winnipeg 
MB.  R3T  2N2.  PH:  (204)289-8678. 
Manitoba  Physicians  lor  Homo- 
sexual Understanding,  Box3742, 
Stn  8,  Winnipeg.  MB,  R2W  3R6. 
Winnipeg  Gay  Community  Centre 
Project,  Box  3742,  Stn  B,  Winnipeg 
MB.R2W3R6. 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youlh,  Box  27.  UMSU. 
Winnipeg.  MB,  H3T  2N2  PH:(204) 


IN  TORONTO 
24-HOUR 

INFORMATION 
By  and  (or  Ihe  gay  community 

923-GAYS 


For  all  the  latest  information 
on  dances,  games,  demos, 
jogging,  movies,  church  events, 
and  just  about  everything  else 
the  gay  community  in  Toronto 
is  up  to, 

MESSAGE  CHANGES  WEEKLY 

Take  your  pick  otaweek-full 

of  gay  events! 

DIAL  923-GAYS! 


Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  c/o  A 
Woman's  Place.  143  Walnut  St., 
Winnlpeg.MB,fi3G  1P2.PH:(204) 
786-4581. 


NlAJjONAJ^EGiONAL  ~ 


ON, 


BINatJonal  Gay  Youth  Coalitloi 
(Canadian  head  office).  29  Granby 
Street. Sulle301,  Toronto  Ontario 
M5B  1H8.  Tel:  (416)  366-5664 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639 
StnA,Toronto,ONM5WlG2  PH 
(416)863-6320. 

Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Coalition/Coalition  canadlenne 
pour  les  drolls  des  lasblennea  el 
des  gels  (CLGRC/CCDLG),  CP  2919 
Succ  D,  Ottawa.  ON  K1P5W9. 
PH  (61312330152. 
Coalition  Blnatlonale  pour  la 
Jeunesse  Gal:  (Siege  social  pue- 
betols)  CP  753.  Succ  H.  Monlreal 
PQ.  H3G  2M7 

Coalition  lor  Gay  Rlghls  In  Ontario 
(CGRO),  PO  Box  156,  StnP,  Toronto 
ON.M5S2S7 

Committee  to  0  a  lend  John  Oamlen. 
POBox  608,  Stn  K.Toronto  ON 
M4P2H1. 

The  John  Da  ml  en  Foundation  PO 
Box  117.  Sin  V,  Toronto,  ON 
M6R3A4 

Libertarians  lor  Gay  Rights,  c/o  Ian 
Young,  31 5  Blant  yre  Ave, 
Scarborough,  ON,  Ml  N  2S6. 


GAY  TIDE 

Subscribe  to  Vancouver's  gay 
paper,  and  help  get  gay  rights 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada. 

Supporting  subscriptions 
help  Gay  Tide  it  its  legal  battle 
with  the  Vancouver  Sun, 

A  supporting  sub  costs  only 
$5,  and  is  mailed  in  a  plain, 
sealed  envelope 

Send  lo:  Gay  Tide.  PO  Box  1463 
Station  A.  Vancouver  BC 
V6C  2P7 


After  Stonewall 

A  critical  journal  of  gay  liberation 

ftates  may  be  going  up  soon, 
so  subscribe  now. 

Subs  are  Just  $4  for  4  Issues 
Send  to: 

After  Stonewall 
PO  Box  2051 
Winnipeg,  Mfi 

R3C3M2 

Body  Potttlc/31 


Welcome  to 
a  great  new 

magazine. 


That's  right, 
The  Body  Politic. 
Beginning  in  October, 
The  Body  Politic  will  be 
sporting  a  new  look  — 
bigger,  brighter,  and 
better  than  ever. 
The  cover  will  be  25% 
larger  than  it  is  now  — 
no  more  getting  lost  on 
the  newsstand.  Behind 
that  cover  you'll  find  48 
pages  every  issue,  up 
from  our  present  32. 
And  those  48  pages 
will  be  some  of  the  most 
exciting  yet,  with  hard- 
hitting new  features, 
bouncy  new  columns, 
and  lots  of  striking,  vi- 
brant visual  images. 
Of  course,  not  every- 
thing about  the  new 
Body  Politic  will  be  new. 
TBP  will  still  be  the 
sharpest  and  most 
authoritative  gay  news- 
magazine available  in 
Canada,  with  continuing 
coverage  of  the  lives, 
work,  and  liberation 
struggles  of  lesbians 


oc.  ioiuk  19; 


The  Politics  Of  Being  Queer  by  Paul  Goodman 

Playing  Lindsay  Kemp's  Salome  Dykes  Smash  Sexist  Bars 

The  Five  Hot  Spots  To  Get  In  Shape  In  Toronto 


BodyPoliric 


On  a  Saturday  afternoon  early  in  November  1950, 
five  men  met  at  the  home 
of  Harry  Hay  in  Los  Angeles. 
All  of  them  were  pledged  to  secrecy. 

IN  THE  VERY 
BEGINNING 

THE  ORIGINS  OF  THE  GAY  MOVEMENT  IN  THE 

PLUS— 

Special 
Report 

S&M 

An  Np.i^e  see  lion  thar  covers  it  all. 


Thanks  for  the  invite. 
Count  me  in. 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


.POSTAL  CODE 


'2nd  class.  $9.50  First  Class.  American  subscribers,  add  $3.50  for  postage. 
Send  to:  TBP,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON,  M5W  1X9. 


and  gay  men  all  across 
the  country.  It  will  still 
be  a  solid  source  of 
analysis  for  gay  people 
around  the  world  as  well. 
And  it  will  still  be  the 
place  to  find  reviews 
celebrating,  dissecting 

—  and  sometimes 
damning  —  gay  images 
in  the  arts,  books,  film 
and  the  media,  with 
some  of  the  most 
cogent,  incisive  writing 
you'll  find  on  the  topic 
anywhere. 

In  short,  you'll  find 
everything  that  was 
good  about  the  old  TBP 

—  plus  a  lot  more. 
So  why  not  take  a 

look?  Subscription  rates 
are  still  as  low  as  in  the 
"old"  days:  at  $5  for  ten 
issues*  you'll  also  save 
50%  over  the  news- 
stand price. 

But  act  now.  With 
increasing  postage  and 
production  costs,  we're 
not  going  to  be  this 
cheap  for  long. 


